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MILITANT CATHOLICITY

A friend, a few months ago (writes our Christ-
church correspondent), feit so interested in a mave-
ment for the distribution of Catholic literature in the
most frequented streets and public resorts in Mel-
bourne, that, besides sending a contribution to help
on the good work, he asked to be supplied with parti-
culars regarding the modus operandi. The originator
and principal in the movement, which has proved emi-
nently successful, is a young man, a convert to our
boly faith. For the information of Zablet readers,
who will naturally be interested in the subject, I give
herewith a copy of a letter received from the originator
of the movement:—

‘4 Richmond Hill Cottages, Bridge Rd,,
‘Richmond, Melbourne, Dec. 9, 1912.

‘ Your letter to hand, and I must heartily
thank you for the interest you evince in my work. I
am only too pleased to give you further details regard-
ing it, although it is so simple that it can be deseribed
in a few lines. A portable box, whose dimensions are
2ft by 13ft by 5in, is all the apparatusrequired. The lid
of this when opened displays 2 dozen pamphlets, the
titles of which form an index to those available for
distribution. A movable sign is attached to the lid
on which is writter, ‘Catholic Truth Pamphlets for
Non-Catholics—Free.”” Thus equipped, some popular
resort 1s chosen—say the entrance to a public park or
gardens, the beach, or some public-discussion ground
where men are wont to congregate—and there your
wares are displayed, and subjected to the curiosity,
the interest, and sometimes the ridicule of the crowd,
In addition to the pamphlets, a small stock of the
cheap editions of controversial literature is carried.
For these a good demand exists, and to ensure their
return the addresses of the borrowers are obtained.
A ‘““question box '’ is also carried ; this is a very neces-
sary adjunct, for it saves one getting into a discussion,
for should questions toucking on controversial matters
be asked, ome just says: ‘Kindly write down your
query, place i{ in the box, and a qualified authority
will answer it.”” 'Tis now four mentls since the scheme
was started, and for that period 56 dozen pamphlets
have been distributed and 20 large books circulated
amongst 32 persons. Thauks be to God for ihe grace
given to accomplish this, and may His blessing be
poured out on those generous benefactors who have
provided the means to carry it out, and may He alsn
lead many more to take up this simple work, so that
in the coming year, Deo volente, the number may he
multiplied & hundred-fold.

‘As you have so kindly offered, per medium of
the ¥.Z. Tablet, to endeavor to get this work taken
up in the Dominion, may T suggest one or two thoughts
that may help you in {his matter. Both in England
and America this movement has caught on, with most
encouraging results, hundreds of thousands of pamph-
lets having bheen circulated ; and surely here in Aus-
tiralasia, where the rank and file of our Catholic breth-

Ten enjoy so much more ‘‘leisure and treasure’’ as
- compared with older countries, we should fall in line,
and give a practical answer to the question that during
the last decade has come so much to the fore —** What
are we doing for non-Catholics?’’

‘ Again, what better means can we take to oppose
the rapid advance that Rationalism is making than
fighting it with its own weapons? Its main weapon
is the printing press. Since 1302, one million and a
half of their ** cheap reprints ’ of standard works of
such authors as Huxley, Darwin, Tyndzall, Renau,
Clodd, Haeckel, ctc., Lave been issued. To combat
these, many excellent pamphlets have been written
by the foremost intcllects of the Church—Fathers
Gerard, Rickaby, Full, Smith, etc.,, and prominent
laymen, such as Windle, Mooney, Toke, Sweetman.
The great difficulty has been to place them in the hands
of those for whom they are written. Where are our
bands of Catholic scouts who will do the work done by
the Clinon Scouts, when Blatchford’s Merric England
was first published ? Cycling and tramping through

‘My dear

England, they sold one million copies. Proportionate
to our population, what should prevent us from achiev-
Ing like results? Their labors were for the material
welfare of mankind; what should we not do for the
cause of God and I{is Holy Church? ?

* Thanking you once more for your kindly interest,
and wishing you every blessing in the coming year,

‘ Believe me, yours very faithfully,

CHas., A. Browxs.'

Marist Brothers' £chool, Hawkestene St.
WELLINGTON

For some reason we did not receive the report of
the annual distribution of prizes at the above school
when we published the reports of the other schools in
Wellington. At the request of a correspondent we now
supply the omission,

The Rev. Father Hickson presided, and wished
the boys and their teachers very happy holidays and
a safe Teturn after vacation. Ile also presented the
Sixth Standard boys with their proficiency certificates.
Father Hickson urged these boys to continue their
studies in some Catholic secondary school or college,
and if any difficulties stood in the way of their doing
s0, the clergy and otlers interested in their welfare
would come to their aid uniil they were allowed their
rigshts—viz., to take free places in Catholic secondary
schools.

Sixth Standard.—A. Johnson, lst Christian doc-
trine, 1st spelling, lst drawing, st aggregate merit,
2nd composition. A Costello, 1lst arithmetie, Ist dili-
gence. A. Fitzgerald, lst reading, Ist spelling, 1st com-
position, 2nd Christian doctrine, wins the shield pre-
sented by Mrs. T. G. Macarthy. P. Gallagher, lst
algebra, 2nd drawing, 2nd arithmetic, 2nd spelling,
2nd aggregate merit, J. Burke, lst geography, 2nd
reading. M. Kelly, lst grammar, 2nd writing. P,
Brooky, 2nd arithmetic. J. Shivnan, 3rd composition.
E. Gibbs, lst writing.

The gold medal presented by his Grace the Arch-
bishop goes to A. Johnson for Christian dectrine. The
gold medal presented by Rev. Father Hickson was won
by A. Costelloe for good conduct. 'The Rev. Father
Venning gold medal memorial, presented by the Marist
Brothers” Old Boys, goes to P. Gallagher for general
proficiency. Sixth Standard: Certificate of proficiency
—-A. Costelloe, A. Johnston, J. Burke, R. Ferris, P.
Brooky, M. Kelly, P. Gallagher. Certificate of com-
petency, J. Shivnan.

Fifth Standard.—V. Whitaker, arithmetic 1;
aggregate merit 1; H. Maney, diligence and composi-
tion 1; ¥. Levin, spelling 1, geography 1, and 2nd
aggregate merit; C. Finucane, writing 1, arithmetic 2;
G. 1Iill, arithmetic 2; P. Denehy, drawing 1, composi-
tion 2; J. Garrett, map drawing 1, spelling 2; F.
Reeves, reading 1, Christian doctrine 2; F. Henry,
Christian doctrine 1; T. Exton, writing 2; C. Baker,
geography 2; W. Sullivan, good conduct; C. Trehey,
good conduct.

Fourth Standard.—Good conduct, F. Fulton
(medal), J. O’Brien 2. Christian doctrine, L, Duflou ;
aggregate merit, R. Muggeridge 1, F. Fulton 2, A.
Mulhane 3; arithmetic, F. Fulton and R. Muggeridge
(equal) 1, Willlam Thomas 2; English, A. Hagan 1,
¥. McFadden 2; reading, G. Swan 1; drawing, T,
Sellars 1; writing, L. Coffey 1, D. Daily 2; geography,
L. O’Connell 1, R. Moynihan 2; regular attendance,
J. Tlawken and R. Muggeridge (equal); arithmetic, J.
Wheeler; diligence, {I. Kerins; Christian doctrine, J.
Hawken 2. The Rev. Brother Mark gold medal
memorial, presented by the M.B. Old Boys, goes to J.
Hawken for regular attendance. ' The gold medal
(special) for aggregate merit, presented by an Old Boy,
goes to R, Mugreridge,

Third Standard.-—Good conduct, A. Scanlon
(medal) ; Christian doctrine, H. Trehey; aggregate
merit, A. Scanlon 1, G. McDonald 2, L. Brooks 3;
arithmetic, G. McDonald; geography, Q. McDonald ;
spelling, C. Knight; drawing, B. Kay; geography, G.

J. G. Oddie & Co.

DISPENSING CHEMISTS, THE PHARMACY, TIMARU.
The oldest Drug Stors in the distriot. Physiciane' Prescription receive special
attention, Country orders promptly attended to,



