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DEATH

McGIRR.— December 27, 1912, at the residence of
her daughter, Mrs. M. J. Burgess,'.- Peter street
West, Anne McGirr, relict of Francis McGirr,
South Dunedin ; in her eightieth year.R.l.P.
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here are few more pathetic meetings re-M I m corded in history than a certain encounter
■gr? I »* of two ships on the coast of Ireland in
"jftJL 1847, the great famine year. An outward-

bound emigrant ship bore hundreds of
-H* l̂ exiles away from the stricken country

C which could no longer support them ; and
in mid-harbor it passed the vessel which
carried the dead body of O’Connell back to
his native land. From the decks of their

ship the kneeling Irishwomen saluted with wailing the
remains of the Liberator; and well they might, for
this meeting typified the material and spiritual ruin

which had fallen in one year upon their unhappy
country. Stricken thus in body and spirit deprived
of her staple food and of the master-mind who for close
on twenty years had guided her fortunes, the future
of Ireland looked dark indeed.

*

That is - between sixty and seventy years ago, well
within the memory of the present generation. And
to-day Ireland, so far from being on her deathbed,
appears younger and more vigorous than she has been
for the past hundred years. What has worked this
marvellous change The Repeal agitation died' with
O’Connell indeed, it may almost be said to have pre-deceased him. For twenty years Ireland was without
a movement of national importance, Then in 1870 camethe founding of the Home Rule Association, and the
formation of that brave and sturdy band of fighters-the Irish Parliamentary Party. But in the very nature
of this constitutional agitation, it must be confided to
trained and specialised champions. Beyond voting for
the Nationalist candidate once every few years, andsubscribing towards the party funds, there is little or
nothing that the mass of the Irish people can do to
help on the good work. Home Rule, once attained, willbe an immense benefit to the Irish people; but as anational movement, it is too, much confined to a Parlia-
mentary sphere of action to be of use in developing the
thews and sinews of Irishmen. But there is an Irish
movement of later origin, which, though not aimingat such solid and practical benefit as the Home Rule
agitation, has already done splendid work in bindingtogether the different factions in Ireland; bringing-
back Irishmen to their true national ideals, and de-veloping a united national spirit. In 1891 the Gaelic
League was founded; a society having for its objectsthe preservation of the ancient literature of Ireland,the propagation of the Irish language, and the foster-ing of a national literature in the Irish tongue; Thepractical results of this movement have so far been
little short of marvellous. In 1891—the year of theleague’s foundation were only 60,000 Irish
speakers in the whole of Ireland; less than there hadbeen in Connaught alone thirty years before. Last
year Dublin had ten thousand Irish speakers instead
of her dozen or so of fifteen years back, and the leaguehad 964 branches in' Ireland, as well as many inAmerica. And in 1911 over 20,000 Gaelic books andpamphlets were sold in Ireland.

Nor is this movement a mere antiquarian fad, pur-sued by the studious in their hours of leisure. ‘Thestudents/ writes a daughter of one of the ‘ YoungIreland ’ leaders, 1 are most often people who have to
work all day, and they come to classes at night and
make wonderful strides. Many of the- teachers, too,have their trades or office-work and give their servicesfree, for the sake of the language.’ And she goes onto describe the Dublin girls’ school in . which she is a
teacher of Irish. ‘ Some of the elder girls have juststarted an Irish debating society, and hope to become
fairly fluent speakers before the end of the school year.’A more unprejudiced and impartial witness to the
strength and enthusiasm of the Gaelic League is arecent visitor to Ireland, M. Paul Dubois. In his veryinteresting book, Contemporary Ireland, published last
year, he speaks most sympathetically and appreciativelyof the work of the league. He, too/ describes the Gaelic
evening classes in the poor quarters of Dublin, or even
of London, and the ‘ serious, deep, and infectiousenthusiasm of the crowd, young and old, clerks and
artisans for the most part, ■ . . . who, after theirday’s work, sit here with shining eyes and strained
■looks, greedily listening to the lesson, following with
their lips, con amove, the soft speech of their teacher.’
The whole of his chapter on the league is exceedinglyinteresting, showing, as it does, what a deep hold this
somewhat severe study has taken upon all classes of the
Irish people. And he quotes as an expression of thegeneral experience of those Irishmen who undertake
the study of their hereditary tongue, the followingwords of an Irishwoman, which, indeed, are everywhereendorsed by Gaelic League students :

‘ When I beganto learn Irish, I felt as though the words were not
unfamiliar to me, and my mind went out naturally to
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I Flense send freeCatalogues of Your Pianos [or Organs]
I showing cash wholesale prices and easy terms of pur-j chase from 20s. monthly.

I w1 Name Addre:
I

Wherever you live in N.Z., it will pav you to buy a Piano or Organ direct from
Factories throug i us. Roni- ch Pianos, Doherty Organs, and all best mal ers
stocked. Old Instruments Exchanged. It costs you nothing to consult us before
buying. Call or write now.

F. MOORE & CO Piano and Organ Warehouse. Custom St. E.. Auckland

Die. w. .a., o-xjisr^,
SURGEON DENTIST,

(D.D.S., University of Pennsylvania, Phila.)
Cr. Stafford and Beswick Streets,

’Phone 47. , TIMARU.
Private 'Phone 559,

MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII TO THE N.Z. TABLET
Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet,

Apostolica Benedictione confortati, lieligionis et Justitia
eausam promovere per vias Veritatit et Pads.

Hie h Aprilit, 1900. LEO XIII., P.M.

Watches, Jewellery and Optics. Sight-testing and Spectacle-fitting a
Best Value given in these Lines.

Sight-testing and Spectacle-fitting a speciality.
MMMEnmil wIN ■ linwnii n C. EASTABROOK, 71 Princes Street, Dunedii*,

speciality.
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