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DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(By telegraph, from our own correspondent.)
: Docember 26.

. At the Cathedral on Christmas Day seven Masses
were celebrated, the first three Masses by Rev. Father
Holbrook, Adm., and the others by Rev. Father
Ormond.  All the Masses were largely atltended, par-
ticularly by men, numbers of whom received Iloly
Communion. 1lis Lordship the Bishop celebrated Pon-
tifical High Mass at 11 o'clock, Right Rev. Mgr.
O’Reilly being assistant priest, Rev. Father Liston
deacon, Rev. Father Ormond subdeacon, and Rev.
Father Holbrook master of ceremonies. There were
also present in the sanctuary Right Rev. Mgr. O'Haran
and Rev. Father O’Doherty. His Lordship preached a
sermon appropriate to the day’s festival. The choir,
under Mr. Hiscocks, sang with much taste Millard’s
Mass. In the evening in lien of Vespers, a splendid
selection of sacred items was given by the choir, fol-
lowed by a fine sermon on the Nativity by Rev. Father
Hunt, C.83.R. There were very large congregations at
all the Masses, and also in the evening. The high altar
wag very artistically aderned.

At 8St. Benedict’s on Christmas Day the two carly
Masses were sald by Right Rev Mgr. Gillan, who also
celebrated Mass at Avondale. Migh Mass was cele-
brated by Rev. Father Simiers, Rev. Father O'Malley
being deacon, and Right Rev. Mgr. Gillan subdeacon.
Mgr, Gillan preached a fine sermon on the day’s feslival.
Rev. Father Forde celebrated a Missa Cantata at mid-
night at Helensville, and Mass at Ilenderson on Christ-
mas morning. Rev. Father O’'Doherly nreached at St.
Benedict’s on Christmas evening. The altar was hand-
somely decorated, and the crib was tastefully designed.
At the Bacred 1leart Church, Ponsonby, the early
Masses were sald by Rev. Father Q'Farrell, and the
later Masses by Rev. Father Wright, At the Sacred
Heart Convent Masses were said by Rev. Father Liston,
at the Mater Misericordice Hospital by Right Rev. Mg,
O’Haran, at St. Vincent’s Home by Rev. Father
O’Doberty, and midnight Mass 3t. Mary’s Convent by
Monsignor 'Reilly.

OBITUARY

MR. A TIOPE BLAXE, CHRISTCHURCIH.
(From our own correspondent.)

Very sincere sorrow is felt at the death, which
occurred shortly after midnight on last Sunday, of Mr.
A. Hope Blake, in his seventy-first year. The late
Mr. Blake was one of the oldest and most prominent
Catholies of Christchurch, and was ever to the fore
in all Church movements; in faet no one could have
been better known and appreciated in this revard. For
long years lie was associated in choir matters, and from
the first opening of 8t. Mary’s Church, Christeliurch
Nerth, he had been one of the most valued members.
He was, teo, an active, zealous, and devoted member
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, having held the
position of president of 8t. Mary’s Counference ever
since 1ts Inception, over fifteen vears ago,  Whilst
assiduous in his attendance at the Society’s Clonference
meetings, he rarely, if ever, missed one of the general
meetings.  The late Mr. Blake was a gifted writer,
with descriptive powers above the ordinary ,and was for
many years a widely read contribulor to current litera-
ture. Always of a most genial disposition, he had a
happy faculty of making and keeping friends.  llis
life was an eventful one, his youthful days being spent
in the most stirring times of New Zealand's history.
From the Lyftelton Times 1 extract the following:—
Mr. Blake was born on the ship Slain’s Castle when
she was rounding the Cape of Gond Iope on her way
to the Dominion in 1840, and he landed in Wellington
with his parents in the first month of the following
year. His father came out to the new country under
contract to the New Zealand Company, but in 1849 he
decided to go to Lyttelton. On the way down from
Woellington he was drowned, ard lLe left his wife with
nine children to care for and to rear in a rough country.

She fought her battle bravely, and with the aid of her
family, and encouraged by the kindness of the settlers,
she succeeded admirably. 1In 1861 Mr. Hopo Blake
went to Napier and commenced in business as a baker.
The outbreak of the Maori War found him in the
Napier Militia, and he served at the battle of Qamaru-
nui, an engagement that he afterwards simply but
vividly deseribed in his Sizty Years in New Zealand.
After the quelling of the rising of the Hau Haus he
returned to the bakehouse, and a year later he married,
but he also took mart in other eampaigns against the
rebellious Natives.  In 1874 his fortunes carried him to
Canterbury, and once more he set himself up in a
bakery business and continued in charge of it uwntil his
death. Two years ago he completed and had publisked
a thoroughly interesting and well written work cn the
early times in New Zealand, principally the Ncrth
Island, given to the public under the title Sizty ¥ears
. ¥ew Lealand. In that modest literary effort Mr.
Blake contributed somsa canable sketches of Maori war
scenes and many shrewd delineations of Maoti char-
acter, coupled with a number of well-told anecdotes.
Throughout his life Mr. Blake took an active interest
in the Dominion’s politics, being closely identified with
the fortunes of what is now the Opposition Party, and
right up to the time of his death he was a keen critic
of the political situation. As a young man he was a
first-class rifle shot, and for three years was prrvincial
champion of ITawke's Bay. In music he found an-
other sphere for earnest and enjoyable service, and
from 1851 until the Bunday before his last illness he
was a memher of a church cheir, either in Wellington,
in Napier, or in Canterbury., Mr. Blake was a highly
respected citizen, and a proud and worlhy recipient
of the Maori war medal. He leaves a2 widow and four
song.

A Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of the
deccased was celebrated by Very Rev., Dean Hills,
8.M., V.G, at St. Mary’s Church on last Wednesday
morning in the presence of his Lordship the Bishop,
who gave the absolution at the coffin. His Lordship,
also addressed a few words to the large number of
assembled mourners on the many services to the Church
and consistent Catholic life of the deceased. A lengthy
cortege followed tle remains to the Linwood Cemetery,
the Rev. Father Hoare, S.M., officiating at the inter-
ment.  Whilst the coffin was being borne from the
church the organist (Mrs. W, Cronin) played the ‘Dead
March’ from ‘Saul.’—R.I.P,

MR. PATRICK BROPHY, AUCKLAND.
(From onr own correspondent.) )

The demise of Mr. Patrick Brophy, of Victoria
avenue, Mt. Eden, will be regretted by a very large
circle of friends. The deceased was a native of Kil-
kenny, and arrived in New Zealand about fifty years
ago, and engaged in mining in the early days of the
Otago, West Coast, and Thames Goldfields. For the
last twenty years he has resided at Mt. Eden, Auck-
land. Mr. Brophy was an active worker in Catholic
Church matiers, and was held in the highest esteem and
regard by the clergy and laity. Feeling references to
his death were made by the clorgy at most of the
Catholic churches on Sunday.  Mrs, Brophy prede-
cecased her husband about twenty years ago, and he
leaves surviving him a daughter (Mrs. W. R. Stone).
The remains were taken to St. Benedict's, where a
Requiew Mass was celebrated on Tuesday morning by
Rev. Father Carran.  There wero also present in the
sanctuary Right Rev. Mgr. Gillan, V.G., and Rev.
Father Golden. Morsignor Gillan addressed the large
assemblage in the church, and in touching language re-
ferred to the many good qualities of the deceased, who
had been a staunch supporter of St. Benedict’s Church
from its earliest days to the time of his death. Every
priest who had had charge of the parish had been in-
debted to the assistance and advice of Mr. Brophy. As
the coffin was borne from the chureh, the ‘ Dead March’
from ‘Baul' was played. 'The interment by the side
of his predeceased wife took place in the Symond
street cemetery. The last rites were performed b

Monsignor Gillan, assisted by Rev. Father Golden.—-
R.1I.P.
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