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SBame idea of the benefils conferred by the Christ-
church City Sanifation Act is indicated by the fact that
since the act was passed in 1908 no fewer than 905
applications for loans for sewer conuections have been
granted to date.

Asked how it was that some lads had been swm-
moned for not registering under the military training
scheme, the Ilon. D. Buddo, speaking at Papanui on
Friday night, rveplied that they had now got suflicient
for defence purposes, and no more prosecutions would
follow, .

In the manifest of the Athenic, outward to London,
there was listed a shipment of 30 sacks of casein (says
the Press). This is the initial shipment from New Zea-
land as a skim milk by-product, which a New Zealand
company lLas commenced this summer to manufacture
in Wanganui. Cascin is used largely in the manufac-
ture of cefluloid. The final destination is probably
Germany.

An interesting cvent took place at the Wainoni
Zoo on Satwrday {says the Fress). The African lioness
presented the Zoo with a small family of cubs, number-
ing four. At leasi, it is Dbelieved that there are four
of them. The proud father of the family-is the fine
African lion which is now at Wainoni. Mrs. Lion is
in rather a fretful temper, and shutters have been put
up in front of her den until she accommodates herself
to her new responsibilities,

‘ My experience tells me,” said Mr. Kettle, .M.,
at the Auckland Magistrate’s Court on Friday, ‘ that a
large number of young women who get married find the
marriage ties irksome to them. They prefer the easy
life, a life of gaicty and enjovmnent. That is true, and
as an old wagistrate, and knewing what I do, I see a
great change that has come over a great number of
young men and women. T see this comstantly and it
weighs heavily upon me. Ti the homes are to be un-
happy and broken up, then the country must go down
with them.’

Within the last week (says the Timaru Post), a
newly-joined constable from Christchurch has heen in
Timaru going about in plain clothes making himself
acquainted with persons suspected of carrying on book-
making business.  As the result of the Christchurch
constable’s investigations four Timaru residents will
appear at the Magistraie’s Court to answer charges of
making bets with the constable., The same policeman
was on duty at the Christchurch races, but on that
occasion he himself was the victim, for a smart pick-
pocket succeeded in abstracting £7 from one of the
constable’s pockets.

At a specially convened meeting of the New Zea-
land Competitions Soclety held in Wellington on Wed-
nesday evening it was decided, after considerable dis-
cussion, that the judges for each section of the competi-
tions be changed annually, It was made abundantly
clear that the decision arrived at meant no disparage-
ment to those gentlemen whe had acted as judges at
" the last festival in Wellington, but was more in the
nature of a concgssion to those competitors who may
imagine that they could not succeed under judges under
whom they had not previously been successful.

In the salavies eavned in New Zealand by pro-
fossional mien, there still remains, said Principal Gray
to the Wellington Traiuing College students at the
breaking-up function on TFrilay, very much to be
desired. A university professor should be paid cer-
tainly not less than £1000. Contrasting the general
conditions of lifc under which the ordinary laborer
and the university professor existed, the laborer at £3
a week was, by comparison, better off than the professor
who was getiing £700 a year, He cited the case of
the Government Meteorologist, whose work was of im-
mense value to the country—to farmers and shipping
especially—and who. received something like £400
year for services which were commensurately worth
£2000 a year in salary. A trained teacher, certificated,
had to begin in a back-country school at a beggarly

£90 a year. In his opinion, he should begin with not
less than £120 a year.

The Commandant of the Forces, Major-General
Godiey, has given instruction that as far as possible, the
officers and non-commissioned officers of the Permanent
Military Forces should between now and the end of
the year take any annual leave they may be entitled
to. Their work, it is pointed out, has during the year
been practically night and day, in order to bring the
new force up to its present stage of organisation, and

he does not wish anyone to forfeit his leave for the year. -

Early in January training will commence in earnest,
and all officers and non-commissioned officers
will be required to be constantly on duty from
that time to enable the training to be carried out
with every regard to local circumstances and the indus-
tries of the country, During the period from now to
the end of the year, the work of equipping, arming,
and clothing the forces will be gone on with so as to
be ready for the training that will be commenced early
in January.

Throwing the Dart
—————

A ceremony of great antiquity, calied ‘ Throwing
the Dart,” is performed cvery three years by the Lord
Mayor of Cork, as Admiral of the Port and Harbor.
1t is dene in assertion of a right conferred by charter,
as to the date of whick history and the chroniclers are
silent. Its origin also appears to be clouded in obscurity,
but it is a time-honored custom, the observance of which
has not been neglected for more than a century and
a hali by the occupant of the civic chair of Cork when
the cccasion for it has arisen. August is usually the
month for the function, but this year it took place
earlier in the summer.

The ‘ Throwing of the Dart’ is generally carried
ouf in this way. The Lord Mayor proceeds by steamer
to the mouth of the harbor, and on the limits of juris-
diction hbeing reached, he throws the ‘Dart.’ = The
limit is an imaginary line drawn between Poor (Poer)
Head and Cork Head. Attired in his robes of office,
followed by a procession, the mayor proceeds to the
steamer’s bow. Here he makes a speech suited to the
occasion, and afierwards, mounting the vessel’s prow,
he hurls the dart into the sea, asserting thereby his
jurisdiction over the port and harbor between the two
headlands named. The dart is described as a shaft made
of mahogany, about two yards long, adorned with
bronzed feathers, and furnished with a bronzed barbed
head, weighed with shot, with the name of the cele-
brant of the ceremony etched on its neck, and on the

tips of the feathers are shamrocks, engraved with the
Cork Arms.

OBITUARY

———
MRS. P. MAHONY, WELLINGTON.,

—_—

(From an occasional correspondent.)

Deepest sympathy is felt for the relatives of Mrs.
P. Malony, who died on Sunday, November 19. The
deceased lady was born in Ireland, and came to this
country about 32 years ago. She was the first treasurer
of the Jrish Land League fund on the West Coast. A
few years later she married and settled in Greymouth,
where, with her husband, she resided for a peried of
25 years. From there she removed o Wellington North,
where she resided up to the time of her death. Those
who had the pleasure of her acquaintance found in her
a true friend. For many years she evinced an untiring
zeal in Church affairs, and the success she attained will
be long remembered, She was a member of the Arch-
Confraternity of the Sacred Heart, Thorndon, and her
pious example as a Catholic always reéflected the virtues
of a truly Christian soul. During the three-months of
her last illness she showed truly Christian fortitude.
She Jeaves a husband (Mr. P. Mahony) and six daugh-
ters and one son to mourn their sad loss, Quite & num-
ber of sympathisers attended the Requiem Mass at the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Hill street, and the last
solemn rites at the graveside.—R.I.P.



