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CANDIDATES REPLIES TO QUESTIONS
In addition to the replies given by candidateswhose views on the education question have been al-leady referred to in our columns, we have receivedthe following batch of questions and answers fromvarious correspondents. The reports have in all casesbeen taken from the local press.

THE THAMES.
MR. TAYLOR AT WHAREPOA.

Mr. E. H. Taylor delivered a political address, a
good part of which was in defence of the present
Government, in the Wharepoa Hall on Friday night.The speaker dealt mainly with the land question,the debt of the Dominion, and also its contribution tothe British Navy. He declared himself to be a firmsupporter of our present system of secular education,deeming the Bible too sacred a book to be placed on alevel with a geographical or arithmetical text-book.

Our correspondent informs us that in all probabilityan opportunity will be taken of placing the Catholic
case before the other candidate—Mr. T. W. Rhodes,also a Liberal—clearly, convincingly and concisely be-fore the election takes place.

0AMARU.

MR. MILLIGAN’S MEETING.
There was a fair attendance at the Opera Houselast night, when Mr. Robert Milligan gave his firstpublic addiess here in furtherance of his Parliamen-tary candidature. Questions were asked as follows:
Are you in favor of State aid to Catholic schools ?

Answer.—-No.
Are you in favor of the present system ofeducation ?

Answer.—Yes.
These were all the questions of importance.

MR. LEE AT THE OPERA HOUSE.
The tremendous interest at present being- mani-fested in things political was evidenced in a striking

manner at the Opera House last night, the building
top and bottom, being crowded. b>

Questions.
Would you favor State aid to Catholic schools?
Answer.—l am not in favor of State aid to anydenominational institution.
Are you in favor of Bible reading in schools ?

Answer.—No. Not compulsory.
Are you in favor of introducing the ContinentalSunday here?
Answer— have travelled a good deal on the Con-tinent and I don’t know what the Continental Sunday
In reply to other questions, Mr. Lee said that he

supported the present system of education. That he
approved of British and Canadian immigration. That
he approved of marriage by a clergyman or any other
persons vested by law with the power.

He declared himself as unfavorable to the inspec-tion of all institutions under the control of any religiousdenomination. A measure like this would involve
every church and Sunday school in the Dominion.There was nothing to lead him to think that they wereimproperly conducted.

With regard to the inspection of churches, schools,academies, nunneries, convents, etc., he said that if ameasure were brought forward that once a year a publicofficer should visit them for the purpose of ascertainingif the inmates wished to remain, he would support it.
§°N. T. Y. DUNCAN AT THE OPERA HOUSE.

A Friendly Reception.
Question Are you in favor of a uniform systemof education in the European public schools of NewZealand ?

Answer: lam not. School teachers and committeesshould have the opportunity of varying the systemaccording to the beset needs of those in their care.(Applause.) '?""■-
Question: Will you undertake to support the

present system of education, which has given such satis-factory results for the past 34 years ?

Answer: I don't think it should be tied to anyhard and fast rule. If you did you would leave nochance of improvement. (Applause.)Question: Will you support a measure for the
inspection of all nunneries, convents, and schools con-trolled by religious bodies?

Answer: I believe it is not for me to answer anyquestion into which religion enters.—(Loud cheers.)A voice: ' Why did you answer it before?'
Mr. Duncan said: 'The chairman tells me thatthe others have answered it, so I'll answer it too. Iwould be in favor of an inspection where it was shownthat there was anything wrong.' *

Question: Are you in favor of State aid to RomanCatholic schools? Yes or No?
Answer That is the way some of the smart onesask a question. (Applause.)

WAIRAU.
MR. WIFEEN BEFORE THE ELECTORS.
This (education) was a question which proved adifficult one for 75 per cent, of candidates, but to himit presented *no difficulties whatever, and he couldpresent it to his hearers just as it presented itself tohim. He would speak as plain as words could put iton this question. For him it had no concern, what-ever; and it did not matter whether his election waslost or won, nothing would induce him to approach the

question of education in any other than a straight-forward manner. His strong point in connection withthis question was that the Catholic schools in theDominion should be subsidised. They had broken awayfrom the State school because the education system wasnot acceptable to them. It was described by the Rev.Dr. Gibb, one of the greatest Presbyterian divines inthe Dominion, as 'a rotten and Godless system.' TheCatholics every year had over 12,000 children attend-
ing their schools, and the saving thereby to this countrythrough the system they ..had adopted was over £50,000per annum. These people claimed that they were right,and no one had any right to denounce them and saythey were wrong; nor should they have to bear a taxbecause they held different views from, other people.They paid £50,000 a year because they erred to doso rather than give their children a Godless education.During the last 30 years the Catholic people had paid£1,500,000 for the education of their children, and heasked them if it was right that any section of thepeople of this glorious and heaven-blessed countryshould be subject to such a tax, just because they werenot of the same religious persuasion as the others. Theywere entitled to something, and should receive a sub-sidy from the Government for the education of theirchildren. He would tell them that if there was noone else man enough to take this matter up and bring
«r-t Bill providing for these people in this way ArthurWiffen would. He looked upon- this question in aChristian-like manner, and he meant everything hehad said upon it. There were only two places theycould go to after death, and he hoped to go to thebest and to help others to go there. (Laughter.) Theday had gone by when the Government was able topenalise people because they thought as they liked inthis or any question.

WELLINGTON CENTRAL.
MR. FLETCHER’S ANSWERS.

The candidate was occupied over half an hour inanswering questions. He said he was not in favor ofprohibition He was not in favor of a State grant to-Catholic schools, at the same time he appreciated thedevotion given by that denomination to its own schools.He stood for free, secular and compulsory educationMr. Fletcher was accorded a vote of thanks and con.


