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CORRESPONDENCE

[We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions
expressed by our correspondents.]

TIMARU ELECTION.
TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—It was with the greatest indignation I read
the letter on Messrs, Craigie and Angland in your issue
of 16th inst. Mr. Craigie is the most liberal and fair-
minded Protestant man in our district. On every
occasion of importance in conmection with our Chureh
he is always at hand. Indeed, for the recent opening
of the new church he came specially from Wellington.
He could net have refused to be at the Orange celebra-
tion. I feel the whole thing very keenly, and all my
Cathclic friends are equally annoyed.—I am, etc.,

Dawniern DovyLE.

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—As a subscriber to your paper of long stand-
ing T must express regret and astonishment at the
absolutely uncalled for attack published in your columns
over the signature ‘Trishman’ on our town’s chief
magistrate, Mr. James Craigie, M.P. I hold no brief
for this gentleman, who is well able to take care of
himself, but as a Catholic I feel obliged to give the
direct negative to every charge made against him. The
truth of the inference to be drawn from the letter that
the Catholics are supporting Mr. Angland may be
judged from the fact that at this gentleman’s meeting
in the Catholic school only five persons, representing
two families, turned up. This is the first time since
the school was built that a political candidate had to
abandon a meeting called for at the school. Toping
that a letter raising the sectarian flag will never again
be seen in your columuns.—I am, ete.,

A Tivaryu THIRTY YEARS' RESIDENT,
Timaru, November 20, 1911.

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—A letter appeared in the last issue of your
respected paper signed ' An Irishman,” advocating the
candidature of Mr. Wm. Angland as representative
for Timaru at the fortheoming election. While admiz-
ing your correspondent in his effort to put forward the
claims of Mr, Angiand whom he describes as an advo-
cate of the rights of Irishmen and a supporter of a
capitation grant to Catholic schools, and while also
Tecognising the various positions in public bodies that
Mr. Angland has held, I think that your correspon-
dent’s ardour has vitiated his judgment when he drew
comparisons between Mr. Angland and his pelitical
opponent, Mr. Craigie.

‘Mr. Angland is head and shoulders above Mr.
Craigie in every form and respect,” says your corre-
spondent. I can assure you, Sir, in making this state-
ment, he has drawn on the bank of his imagination
and the draft will be returned dishonored. Your corre-
spondent, wishing to get home on the green, and arouse
Catholie voters, ‘rings in’ that Mr. Craigie presided
at an Orange function. Does ‘An Irishman’ forget
that Mr. Craigie, as Mayor, is chief magistrate of
Timaru over «fl classes, and that he could not diplo-
matically refuse any section of the community his ser-
vices.

Does he forget that Mr. Craigie met the ITome Rule
delegates at the railway station and gave them a public
reception at the Municipal Chambers, and at the meet-
ing avowed his firmm belief in Home BRule? Dges lLe
forget that he was an honored guest amongst the digni-
taries of the Church at the opening of our beautiful
new church recently; and does he forget that Mr.
Craigie has considerably enhanced the magnificent
church property in Timaru by the beautiful avenue of
trees (‘' Craigie Avenue’) which he initiated and kept
for three years and presented to the Borough Couneil
as a handsome gift and on which the church property
abuts? Does he forget that he also welcomed as a

cosmopolitan Mayor, Dolores, Clara Butt, the Salvation
Army Band, and with a number of respectable bur-
gesses welcomed Marie Narolle, ‘the Queen of Irish
Song,.' to Timaru in a most cordial manner, the latter
bringing upon him a lot of bigoted comments in the
correspondence columns of the Jocal papers? At no
important Catholic function has he been absent; and
when unavoidably away, his sympathetic telegram was
ever there, to wish God-speed to the function.

Now, sir, no word of mine would appear in your
paper were it not that the Tablef is the Catholic organ,
and its influence and prestige go a long way, and when
“An Irishman’ wishes to strike below the belt a gentle-
man who has always been a friend to Catholies 2nd
Irishmen T raise my humble voice in protest and can-
didly tell your correspondent that Le had better leave
the sleeping dog of bigotry lie or that dog may get up
and bite, and Mr. Angland may have to say ‘save me
from my friends.'—I am, etc.,

GrATEFUL IR1SHMAN.
November 20.

TO THE EDITCR.

Sir,—We were deeply pained to seo in last week’s
issue of your paper & letter over the signature of * An
Irishman’ the avowed purpose of which was to damage
and slander the character of Mr. James Craigie, M.P.
for Timaru.

Here Mr. Craigie's upright integrity and devoted
public spirit are widely recognised and appreciated.
He 1s the district’s parliamentary representative, is
now in his tenth year as Mayor of the Borough, and
has among numerous other public offices been chairman
of the Timaru Harbor Board and member of the Hos-
pital Board.

In every position he has added dignity to the office
and achieved success in the many progressive works
undertaken. Ie it was as Mayor who brought for-
ward and pushed through the town's underground
drainage, electric lighting, ervection of public abattoirs
and municipal offices, Caroline Bay improvement, and
water reficulation schemes. As a citizen he has contri-
buted generously to every local good work, among his
gifts being the planting, fencing, and upkeep for three
years, of an avenue of trees, * Craigie Avenue,” the
future boulevard of Timaru, on which all the Catholic
Church buildings, except the boys’ school, front. As
& member of the district, he has done great work, two
items—inducing the Railway Department to pay £1060
for ten acres of sea reclaimed land and obtaining for
the borough Government loans ageregating £120,000
at an average of 3% per cent with a sinking fund of
} per cent. added, being alone sufficient to show how
he looks after the interests of the district.

These facts are all fully recognised here, but as
the Tablet’s readers are to be found all over New Zea-
land, it is necessary to state them else our co-religion-
1sts outside Timaru would think that we were, after
all, defending a man who to judge by your cotrespon-
dent must be a recent arrival from some den of religious
bigotry and intolerance.

To damage Mr. Craipie ‘Irishmarn’ made five
statements about him which for pure malice, perversion
of fact, and positive untruths would take a good deal
to beat. .

What we Catholics have to consider is—if the
Catholics of the Dominion were to act on a spirit of
boycott and intolerance as suggested in your corres-
pondent’s letter could the Protestant New Zealander
say to us, as Mr. Swift McNeill said of Irish Catholics,
‘I would with implicit confidence trust to their honor
and truth the liberties of Protestantism and my own
liberty in life.’ We sincerely do not think so.

Now as to your correspondent’s statements,

No. 1. * Very few Catholics are supporters of Mr.
Craigie.’

This is pure bluff. Mr. Craigie has some of the
leading Catholics of this district on his committee,
Last election he polied heavily in the Catholic districts;
he has done nothing since to lose their confidence {quite
the reverse), and more Catholics are on his committea
now than three years ago.



