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contrary, they were treated with every consideration,
and actully encouraged to attend their own services.’

Right Hon. Lord Pirrie, K.C., P.C., chairman of
the world-famed firm of Harland and Wolff, Ltd.,
shipbuilders, Belfast.— It is with the utmost confi-
dence that I give expression to my opinion that there
is no fear that the impending inauguration of an Irish
Legislature will have, as one of its results, the religious
persecution of Protestants. . . On the other hand,
I confess with shame that in the past the spirit of reli-
gious intolerance has been, and is even now, although
in lesser degree, prevalent amongst a portion of the
Protestant population of Ulster.’

Rev. R. Herbert Sewell, B.A. (Congregational
Church, Liverpool). —‘I was born, and spent all my
earlier years, in the city of Londonderry, where my
father was a Protestant clergyman, and ever since have
been in the habit of paying frequent visits to all parts
of Ireland. As a result, I have come to the conclu-
sion that no people in the world have so deep a rever-
ence for all varieties of religious faith as have the Cath-
olics of Ireland. Their devotion to their own is shown
by their endurance and constancy in times of cruel
persecution; their respect for that of others by a readi-
ness, very wonderful in the light of history, to elect
Protestants to posts of power and emolument, in Par-
liament, and in the local governing bodies. My ex-
perience is that, whatever religious intolerance there is
in Ireland must be looked for in the districts where the
Catholic is in a hopeless minority, and at the hands of
those misguided, so-called Portestants who have been
led by interested parties into looking on the Catholic as
a natural enemy. For their own purposes, the land-
lords fostered the feeling, knowing that a union of Cath-
olic and Protestant would be fatal to agrarian despo-
tism.’

Many other letters appear, mainly from Protestant
clergymen who have been ministering in the South of
Ireland.

THE CHURCH IN GERMANY

From the advance bulletins of the population sta-
tistics of the German Empire the growth and progress
of Catholicity in the Kaiser’s vast domain make a
splendid showing (says the Indiana Catholic). News-
papers of all views in Germany are making comment
on the figures. Mr. Robert Berry, an American jour-
nalist and magazine writer, has been analysing the
figures of the religious, denominations in Germany com-
ing down to the latest information at hand. He has
been' right on the scene. He is not a Catholic, but a
Protestant. Treating what he calls ‘ the battlefield
of the creeds in Germany,’ Mr. Berry writes:—‘The
progress made by the Catholic Church in Germany in
the last four decades is

Unparalleled in the Annals of Christianity.’
The increase in the number of Catholics in the German
State since 1870 he places at 77 per cent. Ever since
the Reformation, Germany, he says, has been divided
into two great camps Protestant and Catholic. By
the Imperial Constitution, complete freedom of con-
science and absolute toleration are assured to all Ger-
mans ; but in the carrying out of that condition, a con-
siderable difference is made between the sects, Jews and
Dissenters being made to suffer many disadvantages.
For the rank of officer in the active army or navy, for
example, Hebrews are not eligible. In the case of
sects not in union with the Lutheran Church, only
civil marriage is recognised as valid; their baptismal
rite is not officially recognised, and they are deprived of
burial in consecrated ground.

Religion has undoubtedly exercised an immense
influence on the life and development of the Empire.
After the French war, in all probability, in consequence
of the general mourning, Germany for a period seemed
to be overflowing with religious fervor. The movement
for Sunday observance became powerful, and, helped
by the demands of the workers, a weekly day of rest
is now compulsory. Nevertheless (says Mr. Berry),

there has developed a feeling of indifference and awholesale desertion of the State Church and the sects,especially by the working classes.
The religion of the State is Lutheran, or evan-gehcal, which numbers about 50 per cent. j then comesthe Catholic,

_
numbering about 36 per cent, of the

nation. Remarkable evidence of the activity of the
Catholics in the States now forming the German
Federation is shown by the fact that during 40 yearsit has increased 77 per cent. The number of estab-lishments belonging to Catholic brotherhoods and sister-
hoods increased in the same period , from about 1000to 5200 ; the number of persons residing in these placesrose from less than 10,000 to nearly 60,000. To judgeby the increase in numbers the Catholic Church ap-peals more to the sympathies of the people than doesthe Protestant. At any rate, the priest is nearlyalways J

More Popular than the State Pastor.
,

-E >er^aPs the thrifty manner of life of the Catholicpriest appeals directly to the peasants, for the CatholicCrunch finds the majority of its adherents in the agri-cultural districts. The priest lives among them verymodestly on _ his small guaranteed stipend, and takesan interest in everything that happens in his parish.In many cases, he is himself a son"of the soil. He hasto pass through a training that is probably more severethan that of the Protestant pastor, and is always undera stricter discipline. His education is obtained atone of the universities that possess a Catholic theolo-
gical faculty, of which there are eight, namely—Mu-nich, Strasburg, Bonn, Breslau, Munster, Tubingen,wurtzberg, and Freiburg. When he concludes he isusually dispensed from active military service, and be-
gins his cure with about 400 dollars annually ; afterfive years, about 500 dollars, and by different grada-tions to 800 dollars after twenty-five years’ service.This is raised by collection if possible; in the caseot poor parishes it is raised by means of a Church Taxraised pro rata on the income-tax of Catholic parish-
loners.

,

The Prussian Governments grants nearlyJOO,000 dollars yearly to the Catholic Church to assist
in the payment of stipends.
,

Indifferentism, concludes Mr. Berry, is by long oddsfar more rife in the Protestant than in the CatholicGhurch, and defections from church attendance aremore frequent.

Messrs. Dwan Bros., Willis street, Wellingtonreport having sold Mrs. Buick's interest in the lease,goodwill etc., of the Shepherd's Arms Hotel, Tinakoriroad, Wellington; Mr. T. J. Gayne's interest in thelease of the Phoenix Hotel, Rangitikei Line, Palmer-ston North; Mr. Martin Ryan's interest in the GrandHotel, Westport; Mr. Robert McAlpine's interest inthe lease of the Teddington Hotel, Canterbury; MrA. G. Havill's interest in the lease of the Family Hotel,Rangitikei Line, Palmerston North; Mr. V Jorgen-son's interest in the lease, etc., of the Puketapu Hotel,Hawke s Bay; Mr. J. Gryll's interest in the lease andfurniture of the Empire Hotel, Hawera; also the valua-tion of the contents of the Masonic Hotel, Woodville,on behalf of Mr. Penfold, late of Southbridge, Can-terbury; also a farm of 626 acres on the Waitara River,to Mr. Alfred Bishop, late of the Pahautanui Hotel.±ne same: firm also report (through their Sydney office)having sold Mr. Landy's interest in the Tuggerah LakesHotel, Sydney N.S.W.; the Club Hotel, Cambletown,Sydney; the Royal Exhibition Hotel, Sydney; theMasonic Hotel, Petersham, Sydney.

the LATEST ‘TABLET’ PUBLICATION
‘Secular versus Religious Education: A Discussion.Edited (and, as to its greatest part, written) by Rev HW. Cleary, D.D. 212 pages, stiff paper wrapper. Price1/-, posted Is 3d. Cardinal Moran writes of it: ‘I havereceived the brilliant pamphlet, Secular versus ReligiousEducation. . It is a most useful and instructive contribu-tion to the educational controversy, and cannot fail todo i deal of good.’


