Trurspay, Juxe 20, 1011.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

I185

x

SISTERS OF MERCY, HOKITIKA

_..’_.__
SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

There was a large gathering last evening in St. Marg's
schoclroom on the eve of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
rofession in religion of three members of St. Columkille's
onvent—rviz., Mother Mary [ta, Sister Mary Xavier, and
Bister Mary Gertrude,. those present having assemlled to
do hionor to them on the oceasion of the silver jubilee (says
the West Cocst Tines of June 20). The Very Rev. Dean
Carew (of Greymouth) presided, having on lis right the
guests of the evening, while the Rev., Fathers Clancy,
O'Counor (Ross), and Lacroix {Greymouth), the Sisters of
Merey, and many ex-pupils and friends of the jubilarians
were emong the gathering. The proceedings opened with
a chorus ‘Jubiles greetings,” by the whole of the Convent
pupils, after which three ex-pupils—3rs. T. Crowe, and
Misses M. Daly and M. Ward—presented the Sisters, on be-
half of St. Mary's parishioners, with an address and purse
of sovercigns. The address, which was as follows, was read
by Miss Daly, and Mrs Crewe made the presentation—* Iear
*Sisters,—On bechalf of your pupils, ex-pupils, and friends,
both far and near, wo cffer you our heartiest congratula-
tiens on this the occasicn of vour silver jubilee. Ior over
twenty-five years you have labored unceasingly in our midst,
and by yvour lives of prayer, your good example, and your
kindly advice, you have eundeared yourselves to all.  We
cannot allow the occasion to pass without showing our appre-
ciation of your good work in the parish, and we heg cof
vou to accept the accompanying gift ss o small token f
our gratituda: and esteem. We fervently pray that Al-
mighty (God in His goodness may long spare you io continue
your labours amongst us, and that Ho may shower down
abundantly upon you Tiis choicest blessings.  Signed un
hehalf of your many friends, Mairganer DaLe and MaGGIg
Dary, Hon. Secs. Hokitika, June 19, 19117

The Rev. IFather O'Cornor then made a further pre-
sentation to one of the jubilarians, Sister Mary Gertrude
(Superier of the Ross Convent), stating that it gave him
the greatest plensuro to tender to ihe worthy Sister, on
hehalf of his Ross parishioners, a purse of sovereiyns, as a
slight token of their warm esteem.  The present, he said,
was from the people in all parts of Lis very extensive
parish; from the left hauk of the Hokitika River to the
Otago fromtier, and one and all had been glad of the oppor-
tunity thus afforded to signify their high appreciation of
the splendid services given in their interests by the Sisters
of Mercy.  Father O'Connor, after referring to the high
value that he placed on the advice which he bhad in lus
labors often sought and obtained from the Sisters, went
on to refer to their praiseworthy work in cducating the
rising generation.
the finest in the Dominion, whom the Sisters had taught,
and who were a credit to them.  The Sisters’ former pupily
were aliwave glad to pgive expressivn in their mature years
to the feclings of respeet and regard for them with which
they had hoen inspired in their schaol davs.  After com-
plimenting the Sisters on the success of their schools m
his parish at Rimu and Ross, Father (V'Connor concluded
by congratulating the guests of the evening on the attain-
mint of their silver jubilec: and in handing over the pre-
gontation, he wished the jubilarians many more years of
life, happiness, and success.

The Rev. I"ather Clancy returned thanks on lhehalf of
tho jubilarians In a happy speech, and said that the splen-
did gathering that evening, the general expressions of pood
wishes, and the handsome presentations weuld remain always
a pleasant memory with the recipients. e was very glad
Limsalf to have the opportunity to join in the celebration,
and he congratnlated the guesis of tho evening on the happy
nceasion. Father Clancy went on to refer to the pood
work of the Sisters, and cspecially that of the three whom
they were gatliered there to houor. He concluded by
thanking one and all for making such a suceess of the
{function.

The following well-rendered and varied programme of
musical and other intems was then given, every contributor
to which met with & good reception: —Song, * Will my seul
pass thre’ Ireland,” Miss K. Crowe; chorus, ' The boatman’s
song,” junior girls; vocal duet, ‘The lily and the rose,’
Misses Dorrington  and Devaney; dance, Highland reel,
Misses Stopforth, K., M., and B, Crowe; song, ‘ The songs
of the old churel choir,” Miss 1. Hateh; action song, “ The
picaninnies,” Miss Maudie and Master A, Duncan; song,
‘Tear little isle of the woest,” Miss Devaney; song, ‘Tle
bey in the sailer eap,’ bovs; dance, sailor’s hornpipe, Miss
A. Stopfoarth: selection, ‘Gems from the emerald isle’
orchestra—vinlins: Misses N. ("Connor, T.. Hatch, N. Crowe,
and Kitty Hewitt; Masters W: Marvtini and T. Stopforth;
‘eello, Miss Rila Dorrington; piano, Miss M. Devanev. The
gecomd] part of the programime conzisted of a cantata, © Soot
and the fairvies,” In which the characters were sustained br
Misses Irene Dunphy, May Cron, Therese Pearn, Mapgie
Crowe, Doris Hawken, Jean Ross, and Mary Hutchinsen.
The cantata was admirably rendered, every performer
taking her part in a most capable manner, and the item
was one of the best of the evening. The singing of the
Convent pupils of a chorus brought to a counclusion a most
successful and enjoyable function.

In his parish there were men, amongst .

Opening of a New Convent at Kumara

Y
>

~ For some “considerable time past (says the Kumara
Times of June 16} we have watched with interest the erec-
tion in our little town of a new convent of the Sisters of
Mercy. The work has been completed, and on the Feast
of Corpns Christi, the solemn opening of the handsome
building took place.

Tho ceremonies began at 10 a.m., when a Solemn High
Mass was celebrated in St. Patrick’s Church. The cele-
brant was Rev. Father Finnerty, S.M. (Greymouth), Rev.
Fathers O’Connor (Ress) and (}ilbert, M.S.H. (Ahaura}
being respectively deacon and subdeacon, and Rev. Father
Clancy, 5. M. (Hokitika), master of ceremonies. In addi-
tion, hesides Rev. Father Creed (Kumara), there were also
yresont Very Rev. Dean Carew, 8.M., and Rev. Father

acroix, S.M. (Greymouth).

The Very Rev. Dean preached an elequent sermen ap-

propriate to the occasion.  He dwelt on the great benefit
that the Catholics derive from the Sisters of Mercy, on the
cfficiency of the education imparted by these Religious, and
showed how from the dawn of Christianity it has been
essential to the success of the Chureh to make use of thoss
whose vocation is to labor wholly and solely for the salvation
of their own souls by assisting those about them, He begged
af the very large congregation present to be loyal to the
g.lo?d Sisters, and to support them in every way they were
able.
At the conclusion of the Mass a verv impressive part
of the ceremonies took place—e procession of the Blessed
Sacrament from the parish church to the new convent. On
reaching the convent the children formed into two lines
and knelt. Between the files tho Blessed Sacrament was
carried, then brought into the convent, and returned to
the verandah where an altar had been prepared, and from
which Benediction was piven teo the large and reverent
assembiy.  Fho procession was again formed and returned
to tha chureh in the same order ns it had come.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was kept up
through the day in the parish chureh. At evening devo.
tiong Rev. Father Finnerty, S.M., pave an impressive dis-
course on the love of Jesus for mankind as shown in the
institubion of the Blessed FEncharist. RBenediction of the
Blessod Sacrament concluded the coremonies of the day.

The altar and parish church were artistically decorated
py the ladies of the altar society, and the whols space in
traut of the new convent was tastefully adorned with fern
trees and ereeping plants, During the day the new convent
was visited by nwnbers of local people as well as by the
lany visibors who came from the neighboring towns. Al
seemed highly pleased, and the day will long be remembered

hy those who had the pleasure of taking puart in the
[unctions. .

If the leaders of the Tory Party ever really entertrined
the hope that the Parliament Bill was not intended to
produce practieal results, it is well that Mr. Asquith took
the earliest opportunity of impressing them with the fact
that their hopes were vain (says the Catholic Times)., Thas
Mr. Baifour can have imagined the Government spending
se much timo and energy on a Bill tn nn purpose is what
wae de not for a moment believe. He know that the Par-
lizment Bill would be used te eurtail the powers of the
Peers, and, after that was done, to pass measures of great
unportance which could not be passe(f until the Veto of the
Lords was abolished,  Among these measures is the grant
of Wome Rulo to Ireland, and Mr. Asquith’s clear annotunee-
ment eof that fact can searcely havo come as g surprise to
a politician like Mr. Balfour, whase indignaticn may be
treated as usefui rhetoric, consoling to his followers.
Nuthing but good ean result from Mr., Asquith’s statement
of his determinstion to employ the Bill as a means of
securing: Liberal and progressive measures. We now know
anthoritatively that Flome Rule for Ireland is to be granted
without undne delay, and that nothing can_stop it going
throneh Parliament. Wa are heartily glad, and believe
that both England and Ireland will benefit by the removal
of that unfriendliness which was as injuricus to the Empira
as 1t was repretted by the hest and fairest minds at home

and in our Colonies. Home Rule will bless the receiver and
tho giver.

A eardinal  virtwe in any medicinal preparation is
purity of ingredients.  An aromatic aleohsiic beverage that
18 resommended by eminent doctors and by scientific journals
and Las the hall mark of public approval of eover 70 years
13 Wolfe's Avomatic Sclinapps. It is manufactured exclu-
sively in Holland, and is warranted by the proprietors to be
not valvy pure from every injurious property, but that it i
of the best possible guality.” Owing to its method of pre-
paration, Waoalfe's Schuapps possesses medicinal properties
that render it of servico ur any ailments that reguire stimu-
lative, earminative, and diuretie action, aud is therefore of
great help in enses of pravel, flatulence, and colie, and also
for kidney and bladder troubles. The agents of Wolfe's
Schinapps have asked us to draw our renders’ attention to
the necessity when purchasing to particularly mention
‘ Welfe's' Bchnapps, as there have lately beeu some imita-
tions placed upon our market,...



