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finging Ulster, with its contentment, its prosperity, and
its loyalty, in my face. . )
Briefly as possille I shall in the space at my disposal

state a few of those causes which have contributed, and .

still contribute, to keep lreland the lpnnrest country in
Kurepe, perhaps in the world, and which justify her people
tu :

Their Unrest amd Discontent.

In the first place, Irishmen lahor to-day under (]mliticnl
and religious disabilities from which not un[ly Inglishmen
themselves, but the people of every other ¢ !pcnfTum-_v of
the Empire are exempted.  Trishmeu are dissatisfied be-
cause they are snffering from the evil effects of a union
that was carried by bribery, force, fraud, and corruption,
the Lasencss of wlich has pever been surpasséd in the his-
tory of nations, and the details of which form the foulest
blot o the esentelican of Bngland, It is a Union that
has enabled England ever sinee to plunder her weaker part-

per with the callonsness of the desperado and the persever-

ance of the parasite.  Not so long ago a Royal Commission,
appointed by Parliament, fnumif that lreland had been
paving in excess of her Jegitimate taxation £2,750,000 a
vear for the previous half century or mere, and yet Irish-
men are asked—and in good faith—what they bave to
complain of.

Not only Jdid 1be carrying of the Union cost Iveland
over three milltans of money at the time, hut it has forced
upon her a buirden mwler which she has heen staggering
from that day te this,  In 1848 the late Charles Gavan
Duffv said that his country was Iving as helplesslv nnder
the ‘exhausting drain of English finance as a corpse on the
dissecting tahle wnder the knite of the surgeon. Ireland
has been depleted by a system of misgovernment which
until quite within our own times has had no parallel in
history. There was na species of tyvranny from which
she was suffered to escape. lest she might prosper and grow
fat. Ta-day, altheugh she s the most erimeless country
in Fureme, perhaps in the world, she is kept down with the
mailed fist of Kngland's power, Althongh her population
is less than that of Seotland, with ene-third less erime
than Scotland, the administration of justice. and up-keep
of the police cost hor three times that of the latter country.
While law and justice in Ireland eost £3 per head of the
ponulation in Scotland they eost hut £i per liead.  The
police in 1908 cost in Jreeland L£1.500,000, in Seotlaml
£300.000.  The Trish Prisovs Board, with 2300 conviets
under its charge, cost £107.000: the Seotch Prison Beard,
with 2900 conviets, cost  £80,000. By this Iniguitous
system of finance there is a waste of money frem which
both countries suffor, the bencefit poing to the men whe
draw large salaries and live upon the vitals of the poorer
one.

It is not so lonr agn sinee the British DParliament set
np .o Finaneial Relation Commission to ingquire inte the
taxation of Jrelund, and according to the “finding of that
body Ipeland's contribution to the Imperial excheguer
should bhe three millions a vear, or an agpregate of
£279.000.000 from 1801 to 1804, whereas the amount
whieh was netually eollected from her was £370.000,000,
an  excoss  of  £291.000,000  over Ter fair and leciti-
mate contributicn.  Yet if Fnglavd sends a  million
oy twa over to lreland to relieve the poverty which she
herself has ereated, we are dulv reminded of her gencrosity,
But there is another wheel within the machinery, While
the taxes collected for spirit duties, ete., in England are
returned to the local authorities and spent hy them iu
their several districts, such taxes collected in Ireland are
carted off to Fingland and are spent there, and then we are
coolly teld that nothing can satisfy uws, and when we ask
to redress these things we are told that we are a sct of
malcontents and are disloyal io the Empire. Again,
thero is

An Army of Sinceures at Dublin Castle

bolding a sham court there, and displaying a guasi-revalty
for which Ireland is as little suited as- 15 the island of
Rarotonga, and which costs. nearly a million and a-quarter
of money a vear to keev up—a court, moresver, in which
no Catholic ean hold office, and in which all the heads of
departments are Englishmen and Scetehmen: and vet, in
face of this, we lrish are asked what we have to complain
of. Have we nat gat Catholic emancination? But, oh. the
faree of it! Cuatholic emancipation, indeed! There is un
golitl  emancipation  while a Catholic, becanse he is a
Catliolie, is debarred from holding any, even the highest,
office in his own country. K

Through all this evil legislation. and within my own
memory, Treland had been reduced to sucl withering
poverty that a large portinn of her peaple were subsisting
mainly on the remittances of their friends in A:\mm'icar:
and when I was in Ireland lately I noticed that the one
ambition of almast every working man I met was to save
up enough of money to enable him to leave the rountry.

There was no such thing as constant employment in
the wmall towns and villages, for there were no capitalists
no emplavers of labor.  Centurics hefore every industry
{unless that of the linen trade, whiel for various rcasons
had heen encouraged) was as first crippled and finallv
‘erushed out of existence until the country beeame a nation
of panpers.  The tobacca industry, the weollen industry,
the shipping and the fishing industries, in fact, every
industry for which, in the davs of her prosperity, Ireland
was famous, was, the moment it was found in the least

degree to interfere with that at the other side of St.
Geerge's Channel, ruined and suppressed by prohibitive
legislazion.  The linen industry alone was allowed to live,
because the climate of England was unsuited to the prefit-
able growth of flax, and Deeause also the industry was in
the hands of Protestants.

Mr. ¥Froudo's The Euglish tn Ireland gives some in-
formation on this subject.  Writing of the suppression of
the cattle trade, he says: ‘ Iveland had established a large
and luerative cattle-trade with Bristol, Milfard, and Liver-
pool. 1t was supposed to lower the value of Kaoglish farm

roduce and was utterly prohibited. Neither cow nor
millock, sheep or pig, fat or lean, might he transported

from Treland to Ingland. Salt beet and bacon, even
butter and cheese, lay under the same interdiet.” At this

tune, however, Treland had a large colonial trade, but by
the Navigation Act of 1663 Irish ships ivere practically
swept off the seas.  ©All preduce of the colonies sent to
Ireland,” says the same wreiter, *and all Irish produce sent
to the colonies had first to be landed in England and
thence reshipped in Lnglish “bottoms”—in cther words,
the lrish, having been first forbidden to trade with Eng-
land, were then forbidden to trade with the colenies except
through Fngland.  These. measures scon effected the pur-
pose for which they were designed. In 1860 an Act was
passed imposing prohibitive duties an the Irish woollen
goods poing into Tngland, but, as it this was not enough,
certain Enyglish manutacturers presented addresses through
both Houses of Parliament to William IIT. for the total
suppression of the trade. Accardingly, in 1669, an Act
was passed which prohibited the Irish manufacturers

Fram Sending Their Gools Out of Ireland,

and thus the woollen industry was killed, Other industrics
followed suit, It may seem strange to people in this
Dominion to hear that Irish fishermen had te petition
Parliament to be allowed io cateh fish tn their own waters;
hitt so 1t was.  The gold lace husiness and filagree work,
introdueed by the Huguenets, were at onee f{avorite and
prosperons indnstries in Dublin, but they were suppressed
by one of the Georges in the interests of the London manu-
facturers.  Mr. Davenant, an Fnglish writer an commercial
questions in those davs, maintained that owing to the
groater advantages of chieap living and labor that lrelanid
possessed, she was sure io becone a dangerous rival in
trade and commerce to Kngland.,  He therefore urged that
every branch of business in Treland that was likely to
interfere with auy similar branelh in FEngland should he
digrouraged and suppressed.  Needless to say, Mr. Dave-
nants's advice was acted upon. Tu the reign of Charles
1. it was thought that the TIrish tobacee industry was
interfering with the growers of the plaut in the Awerican
colomies, so it was. like all the others, ruthlessly suppressed
by cuinhering it with prohibitive duttes.

In this couneetiou, the following excerpt from a late
Trish paper is lustructive.  During a debate in the House
uf Lords on ¥Mareh 21 of this year, the Earl of Dunraven
saitd that for the last few years he had been growing from
twenty-five to thirty acres of inbacco per annum, and in
respect to the yields for 1907, 1908, and 1809, he paid the
Treasury the sum of £6300, whilst the amount he received
hack from the Treasury in assistance was £1387. The
Treasury therefore made practicallv: £5000 out of his crop
for three years. Trom the 30,000lb of tobacco resulting
from last vear's crop he would realise, he said, about £750,
whilst the Treasury would receive £5000.  Tobacco, le
urpged, was of immense value as a means of employment in
the country, and as the soil and climate of Ireland are
especially suited to certain varieties of the plant, it cught
tn be encouraped instead of being deliberately destroyed by
the action of the State.  Comment on this is needless.

1f the average Englishman is still of the opinion that
Trishmen have nothing te complain of, there are still more
facts on which, at some other time, I shall he glad tan en-
iighten him. Menuwhile T think that 1 have written
encugh at present to show him why the Irish people want
Home Rule,
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