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NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Trurspay, Juns 8, 1911,

“To speak frankly, as the School Census of Spain was pub- -

lished in 1904, by the Geographical and Statistical Insti-
tute (Ei lnst‘.it!utoy Geogritico y Estadistieo, Madrid) North
Americans might in 1909 be more exactly lsturmed'm‘
regard to our affairs.’ We recommend this excellent review
to those wishing to keep in touch with educational werk in
Spain. It is published by Gili, Barcelona.

PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH

g

A REVIEW BY CARDINAL MORAN

His Eminence Cardinal Moran, at the hlessing and
opening of a new church-school at Coogee on Sunday, 1\'lay
91, took occasion (says the Feceman's Jouwrnal) to 1'e‘p]_\ to
crities who had mistakenly debated that the Catholic ﬁ(,hurclh
was decadent,  Glancing back over the pages of Cathalic
history in many lands, the Cardinal said that he had been
rather amused a few weeks apo by attacks made on the
Catholic Church by those who were igmerant of the his-
torical truths of the Church which they attacked. One
of those debates, which had taken place at Newcastle,
showed that some of their friends had in a SPEQI%‘II way
dwelt on the alleged decadence of the Cathelic Church.
He could not but smile at these attacks. Locking arcund
Randwick, there was no sign of decadence. He remembered
twenty-five years ago, the only church in Randwick was a
humble one, visited by a priest about once a month. Then
it was difficult to get him to visit the place, so scanty were
the parishioners. ~ Now it took six priests, with the Very
Rev. TFather Treand at their head, to look after their
spiritual requirements. Thex had a loeal church, an
admirable convent, cn cne of the finest sites that could be
found in any suburb. It was & grand centre of virtue
and seience, in which the children were prépared for their
future careers of life. In other districts there was no
sign of decadence. In every suburb he had visited he saw
signs of progress, and it was the same all through Aus-
tralia, Fverywhere the ery was for more scheols, more
churches, more convents, and it was difficuli to supply
the demand. Although they could get plenty of nuns, it was
difficult at times to get sufficient Brothers to_devote them-
selves and their lives to the education of children,

The Chunreh in Germany and Russia,

Never from the time of Constantine did the Catholic
Church seem to shine brighter or purer than it did at
present.  According to the official census for 1510, there
were 22,000,000 Catholics in the German Empire. Even
Bismarck, who had _at his command all the military forces
which had carried the standard of trivmph over tllE?
countries of Kurope, declared, after a five or six vears
warfare apainst the Catholic Churcl:, that in the interests
of the Fmpire they had to give up the contest. In Ger-
many they were erecting a grand national monument to
Bismarck, of which one of the leading journals in the
Home country remarked that it was their boast that the
name of Bismarck would long survive the most enduring
monument erected to perpetuate his memory. Tt showed
the hold that Bismarck’s name had taken on the people;
vet, with all the power of Germany behind him, and mar-
shalled against the Church, the German Chancellor had
deliberately declared that they must give up the contest,
because the Cliurcl, in its precepts and teaching, was the
truest ally of the Imperial power. Thousands of priests
had been expelled from tlicir homes during that warfare,
but all were subsequently recalled, and the German authori-
ties resolved to make amends for the injuries done to the
Church in those times. Russia was also remarkable for
its warfare apainst the Church. The Cossacks used to
surround the Catholic people, and drive them into the
Greek Church or else into one of the adjeining streams.
However, the humiliation of Russin by another power
brought consideration for othevs, annd the Tmperial ukase
declared that peace should be restored to the Catholic
Church, As @ rvesult of that decree there were now
fifteen million devoted Catholies in Russia.

Catholicism in Great DBritain.

What should be said of Great Britain, whicl: held its
place as the foremost Empire of the world at the present
day, especially as inistress of the scas? They would all
particularly rejoice at the Coronation of ‘their most
gracions Sovereign, because, for the frst time within 200
years, not a_ word of insult would be offered to the Catholic
Church during the Coronation ccremonies. One hundred
vears ago there were only 300G children attending the
religions schocls in England and Scotland, without one
perny aid from the Government, At the present time
300,000 children attended the religicus schools, which re-
ceived Covernment aid. That example might e
followed by tlieir statesmen iu New South Wales.

In America and Other Lands.

Reverting to the progress of the Catholic Church in
other lands, the Cardinal said that = Lundred years age
in the Tuited States the first Archbishop was appointed,
topetlier with four Bishops. At the present time they
had 98 Bishops in tle same territery.  Surely that was
not a decay.

In Canada they witnessed recently the magnificent
Eucharistic Congress, surpassing all others in its religious

zeal and splendor.  So, too, in the Southern Republics
of America, wlere in former years, owing to confusion and
the different parties all aiming at power. it seemed as if
ruin waited on nineteen Republics, At the present time
these republics were conselidated, and enjoyed the preatest
prosperity, developing their rescurces in peace, In these
republics there were 70 millions of Catholics.

Franee was dominated by a I'reemasonry Government,
which had set aside all religion, and rejoiced in its impiety
and immorality.  Yei thoy had cnly to look baek a huudred
vears, when France had even beol in a ten iimes worse
position, and le ventured to say that the spirit of religion
was ten times more vigorous at the present time than it
wag & hundred years ago.

The Miracle of Ireland.

Then they had the example of Irelaud.  The other day
ha had read in a discussion the remarks made by an
Englishman, and a member of Parliament, who said: * Ire.
land is a miracle!” That was a short phrase, still it was
very emphatie, and one that conld ro be excelled. In
the first’ place, Ireland was a miracle by the fact of the
apostolate of St. Patrick, whoe in his short life gatheared
the whale of the country inte the fold of the Catholie
Church. A secoud featire of the mirncle was the fant
that Ireland was a sanctuary of enlightenment and divine
truth, and its people became so enthusiastic in the paths
of virtue that Ireland became known as the lsle of Haints,
Another feature was the wonderful missionary spirit which
led the sons of Treland to the various countries of Europe
overrun by barbarians, and there to spread the blessings
of enlightenment and religion, and to give to those nations
true Christian civilisation. Then came the miracle of
Job.  They had read of that great natriareh, who in the
midst of his prosperity had heen reduced to the greatest
sufferings and humilistions, nnd vet submitted to (God's
will. 8o, too, in Ireland, after three centuries of Fnglish
invaston and ‘persecution, Treland rvetained its faith and
devotion to God.  That was its fourth feature, A fifth
feature of the miracle was the heroism and devotion of the
martyrs of Ireland, which could not be surpassed.  And
the sixth feature was perhaps inore remarkahle. Tt was
Ireland coming forth from the vomb. During the past
hundred vears, Ireland Qiad laid aside its sorrows to re-
Joice in the path of piety and faith, to spread ocut in
every ceountry the blessings of relimion, Anyone who
looked forward to the decay of the Irish race would look
Iy vain. It was an old saying that St. Patrick had
raved that the Irish race would retain its faith to the
ast day of Judgment, and he would tell their good friends
of Newcastle that when they saw the traditions of the
Irish race beginnine to decay, they might look out for a
warm spot, as the end of the world was coming.

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

{From our own correspondent.)

June 2.
. Next Sunday about 60 children of the Thornden parish
will make their First Commuuion,

A concert in aid of the schools is being arranged by
the Ven. Archdeacon Devay, S.M., to take place at St.
Thomas' Hall ou June 14.

Very Rev. Father Lane proposes to erect a convent at
thedLower Hutt, for whick purpese a collection js now being
made.

The dramatic branch of the Catholic Club is now busily
engaged Jn rehearsing ‘Deadshot,” which is to be staged
in the new Town Hall at the lower Hutt at an early date.

Through the energies of the Rev. Father Creaglh,
C.55.R., at the recent mission at St, Anne’s, the St.
Aloysius branch of the H.A.C.B. Society has increased its
membership to a considerable extent,

The fourth annual social of the members of St. Anne’s
Chair is to be held on July 5 in St. Peter’s Schoolroom.
‘The committee consists of Misses Murray, E. Segrief, Hen-
devsor, Branigan, Vane, and Messrs. Read, G. T. Fooie,
Bradley, and Q. N. Foote.

Finding the demand for Catholic literature keen in
Wellington South, St. Anne’s Conference of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society propose’'to erect Look-cases at St.
Francis’ Church, Islan(f Bay, and St. Patrick’s, Kilbirnie,
for the convenience of the parishioners 'n thuse distriots.

The date of the banquet to he tendered to the Irish en-
voys by the Wellington Hibernizns has not yet been fixed,
owing to the uncertainty of some of the dates of their meet-
ings. Tt has been defiuitely decided, however, that the
iu]nctllmz will take place after they lLave toured the South
sland.

The ladies’ branch of the H.A.C.B.
engaged in pushing on the sale of tick
social, which takes place at St. Peter's Bchoolroom on
June 21. Judging by the enthusiasm displayed a success-
ful result is anticipated

Much sympathy is folt here for Mr. P. J.
Auckland, ‘the popular Past Dist
H.A.C.B. Society, on the sad bereav
by the death of Mr. Nerleny,

Bociety is actively
rts for the annual
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