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ANTRIM —Poverty in Belfast

Now and again we hear of the alleged presperity of
Belfast as compared with other parts of Ircland, but the
speakers at & meeting of inission workers held on Mareh 2
had another tale to tell
asked how was it that under the flag of England there
should be such squalor, distress, misery, and sickening
sights, such as they all knew were festering round them in
the oty. Rescue work, Lady WWhitla continued, dealt
with the result of sin, and she thought they should all try
to cope with it, and bring heme to the publie the wretched
conditions under which their poorer brothers and sisters
live.  Let them try io picture the homes of the poo-
mill workers when they return from their day’s toil.  The
ordeal she was afraid would be too much fer the bravest
of them. A great many people would not believe that such
conditions existed in their iidst, hut she had personal
knowledge of the fact. How could 2 woman Jook after her
home and her daughters if sho had to be out all day work-
ing to keep the family in feod? The poor of Belfast were
living under terrible conditions.  The owners of prize
cattle, dogs, or cats would not allow these animals to live
under the conditions that were countenanced by the city
fathers in this centre of civilisation. Mr. J. J. Bell, in
the course of a review of the work done by the socicty, said
if they were to remove the people from the shums all creeds
must unite in the work.  There were many causes that
drove girls to the slums. One was the dancing saloons,
which were o curse in Belfast. Another great cause that
drave the girls of Belfast to the streets and toe slums vag
the starvation wages paid for their work.  He had cowe
across cases were girls were paid at the rates of 53 and 61
a week. He asked the employer of Belfast would 33 and fid
or 7s & week keep their wives and daughters.  Maoy of
these people who paid low wages were professing Christians.
1t pame(} him to say so, but nevertheless 1t was true.

CORK—Christian Brothers’ Centenary

At a large and representative gathering of the clerpy
and laity of Cork, he‘id with the object of inavguratiog
in a worthy manner the eclebration of the hundredih anni-
versary of the establishment of the Christian Brothers
Schools in the southern metropolis, much enthusiasin was
displayed and a tribute was paid to the great teaching
OrSer. Mr. Maurice Healy, M.P., said what the Christian
Brothers bad done was doue without one penuy of State
aid, and through the voluntary contributions of the poor.
He sometimes vead discusssions that took place between
clergyinen of other denominations, and he was alwavs proud
to see the handsoine way in which they speke of the teaching
imparted by tho Christian Brothers.  Very. Rev, Canon
MeNamara said the Christian Brothers performed mnoble
work in & devoted and eflicient manner. 'I‘he priests’ work
would be hard indeed only for the great assistanee rendered
by them. The Brathers always kept religion in the fore-
{ront.

DERRY—Sanitation and Religion

Darry Corporatior met speeially on March 1 to appoint
a sanitary suh-ofﬁccr at 30s a weel, when a letter was
received from an applicant, who reminded the Council that
twice before he had applied to it for a similar position,
having recommendations from  the Asgsistant Fxecutive
Sanitary Oficer 1in Dubhin, and that the Council had then
interviewed him to find out (presumably} if he were ‘*a
proper sort of person to nose oubt the disease and dirt-
infested spots of Derry,” but that, instead, the Couneil
heatedly dehated ¢ the nature, length, strength, aud breadih
of his religious convictions, which were finally disapproved
of,” it being decided that he had naet © the proper theology
for examining Derry dirt.” ‘I may apologetically explain,’
the writer went own, ‘that when passing my examination
I was not asked o single question on any theologieal sub-
1ect. I must also apolagise far my name heing
O’Brien, as I admit it is a poor recommendation in a city
like Derry. Bhould your Ceuncil sce it to appoint
me this time, T can assure them 1 shall not irndulge in the
popular pastime of some Derry peeple—-viz., religious mud-
slinging, nor shall 1 fake any steps (of which intention I
was apparently suspected before) to bring aver the Tope
and saddle him ou Dderry by virtue of my position of
enormous power and influence of a Sawnitary Sub-Officer.
Neither would I endeavour to dethrone his Majesty King
George in favor of the Stuart claimant, whose family, yon
remember—as is  occnsionally mentioned in Derry—got
knocked cut at the Boyne. If elected, I shall entirely con-
fine myself to the useful and humble work of clearing out
Derry’s drains, dirt, and disease, as a Sunitary Sub-Officer
should.” The Mayor said the Ietter was a very good one.
Tt was decided to appoint Mr P. Rooney, Derry, to the
vacancy.

DUBLIN—A Venerable Christian Brother

His numerous friends and admirers will learn with
keen regret of the death of Rev. Brother Swan, which took
place in the O'Brien Institute, Fairview, Clontarf, Dublin,
on March 5, in the seventy-seventh vear of his apge. De-
ceased was born in Dublin, reeceived his edueation in the
celebrated O'Connell Schools, North Richmond streot, and
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. passed. through the schools.

at the ape of sixtecn entered the novitiate of the Christian
Brothers’ Community, then situated at Mount Sion, Water-
ford. Liverpool was the scene of his early labors as &
teacher, and in that great centre of indusiry, where so
many of his fellow countrymen have madae a home, he toiled
in season and out of season, day and night, until his
health’ gave way, and ho was recalled to Dublin. He was
appointed to the staff of his Alma Mater, and there he
worled for forty years, with great credit to himself and
mnestimable advantage to the thousands of Dublin boys who
Brother Swan, after 50 many
yvears of labor in his native city, was selected bv his
superiors to #ill the position of President of Prior Park Col-
lege, Bath, and for seven years he worked with great suc-
cess in his new sphere of labor, until his health gave way
and he was in consc(iuence recalled to lreland. During the
last soven years of his fruitful career, Brother Swan was
President of the O'Brien Institute, Marino, Clontarf, whero
he found most congenial occupation in assistirg the orphan
and iratning him to become a worthy member of the come-
muity in which his lot was cast in after life. For sixty
years ho devoted his ability and great ialent to the educa-
tion of the young with marvellous suceess, and his popularity
was not confined to his pupils, for his unfailing courtesy
won him hosts of friends in" all circles.

DUBLIN—National Health Association

His Excellency Lord Aberdeen, who was the principal
speaker at the annuat Charter Day dinner of the Royal
College of Surgeons, Dublin, recently, in replying to the
toast of his health, referred to the work of the Women’s
National Health Association, and said that during a recent.
vistt to Frauee Lady Aberdeen and lhe had an opportunity
of visiting a magnificent sanatorium which lLad recently
been erected near Dunkirk entirely for the benefit of little
sufferers from tuberculosis. It had developed from very
livmbloe efforts and from the experience of iow efficacious
such scasido treatment proved. They felt very envious af
such venerous arrangements, and in e.\'pl'essiﬁg that feel-
ing the founder of the institution offered. to take in any
Leish children that they might send at the cost of a shiliing
per day.  They were #rying to evolve a schemeo wherebs
the Wonmen’s National Health Association might take ad-
vantage of this offer and send batches of children under
the charge of Irish nurses to Dunkirk, provided that ths
modest eost of their maintenance could he 1aised. Their
iden was that some arrangement shouid be made wherehy
the childven could be conveyed by sea direct from Irish
ports to  Dunkirk; and the association hoped that ths
medical profession, and especially the surgeons of Treland,

would be good encugh to cc-operate in waking this proposal
Frnct](-al and iu_ choosing such paticnts as would be most
ikely to beoefit by it.

GALWAY _—A Rector’s Tribute

A public meciing has been held in the Town Mall, Gal-
way, with the object of taking steps to commeniorate the
{{l‘?[)l‘()ﬂ(llll]]}_{ golden jubilee of Vers Hev, Peter Docley, V.F.
l.wru‘ was a larve atfendance which included, Amongst other
non-Catholies, tho Rev. J. Fiectwood Berry, Protestant
reetor of the parish, who, in commending the project, said
that for twenty years he had kuown Father Dooley and had
always found him a kind, courageons, Christian gentleman,.
They all rejoiced in that opportunity of showing their
appreciztion of his work and worth, and he gladly” joined
the committee appointed to earry cub the chject in view,

The Holy Father’s Thanks

The Arehbishop of Tuam has reecived o letter from the
Pope, writtea in his own hand, thanking in the warmest
terms his Grace and his faithful clerey and people for their
genevous  offering of Peter’s Vence and  most curdially
Lestowing on all who subscribed the Apostolic Benediction.

LEITRIM—At the Heels of a Political Party

The Rev. Mr. Orr, a Church of Ireland clergyman
Dromkeeran, Co. Leitrim, in the hyreh of Ireland Cazetto
says that the Church of Treland has allowed herself to be
draggred at the heels of one partieular political party. She
has suffered herself to be used as a political agent by those
who were thinking only of ileir own sclfish interests, All
this hasz heen against her true development on spiritual
lines. Things temporal have been mistaken for things eternal
with the natural vesnlt.  Unless the Church of Ireland
has the courage to shake herself free from these accretions
and furn her attention to her own proper Tunctions, the
light that is in her must bhecome darkness, ’

LIMERICK—A Protestant’s Experience

. At tho meeting of the Limerick Corporati : Vil-
Liam Halliday was re-installed City ]—I'igrjl S?ll:t]']iﬁ:\{;r;r“{,lllla
costing year.  The Mayor (Councillor Ryan), who presided
sald the electmn.of‘Mr.. Halliday, who ways = Protestant.,
was a complete vindication of a democratic and Nationalist
Corporation, and proved that religions and politieal intoler-
ance did not exist in Limerick, and when Home Rule
camo all wonld unite in the building up of the countre
for the benefit of cvery creed and class. The High Sherifi
in reply, said that as reference was made tu Home Rula
being very near, he desired to say that he had read Mr
Dundon’s (the Law Agent) specch the other day, and wn;;
pround of his allusion to Protestants. He hoped "his words
would reach the hearts of the more. prejudiced members of
the Protestant faith who were opposed to Home Rule. The
action of thet Corporation in electing him High Sheriff




