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VTi‘lE LATE FATHER CUMMINE, S.M., LCNDON

°

Over the initials ‘. J. W.' there appeared in tho
Dublin Freeman's fowrnal the follewing wribute to the late
Verv Rev. Michioel Lestrange Cummnins, 3.3, who passed
away at Kew, Loudon, on Pebruary 23:—0ur readers wili
learn with regret—many of them with a poipnant scnse
of personzl loss—of the death at Kew, Loudan, of the Very
Beov. Micheel Lestrange Cummins, of the Society of Mary.
Born in the Queen's County just seveoiy-throe years ago,
ot a distinguished family—his father was County Inspeetor
of Police—Itather Cumming at an carly age cntered the
Society of Mary, and after a prolonged and  successiul
course of studies, was ordained priest in the Chareh ort.thc
Catirolic University, Steplien’s green, in 1858, by the Right
Rev. Dr. Elloi, fiishap _of Tonga, memher of the Soclety
of Marvy., With the ardour and zeal ihat consumed him,
Tather Comming, after sonte years of prolific missienary work
in Fast London, volunteered for the forcign mission.  Some
seveil vears of hard labor were passed in New Zealand in
the eariy pioneer days, when missionaries woere newads, awl
churches wore not.  Many were the intercsting, thrilling
experiences—some of them tinged with a profuse \\'nalf.!l
of thought—he loved to detail of his \\':m(lg*r\nlgs aud work
in the Antipades.  Nu obstacle daunted him in his search
and eure of sonls.

Recalled to Furone, Father Cuammins threw himself
with fenrless energy into the work of home missions an<l
retreats. « Few arve the parvishes in and aronnd Juliling as
well as {urther afiold, that have not resounded to the un-
studicd, exuberant, stately cloquence of the zealons Marist,
A geeond St. Bernaed,” was the apt ranark of the late
Judao O'Brien, after hearing a sermon of Father Cum-
mins in Clarenden Strect Chureh,

The writer recalls a picturesque. moving seens on a
stpnmer evening on the ehapel bl in Ererigal Troagh—
diocese of Clogher—wlien the ¢hmreh expanded not te the
erowds that forceathered.  From o a rude restrom on on
spur of the Dl the nreacher rinmin:.llv(_l the multitude, and
held them spellbound, hanging on lis lips,

Tima ohilled not Lis priestly sedoue,  Often he camp
from the home of his last vears, Wew, London, to rouse
the peopie 6f riral parishes in the lund he laved so welll to
& more storn faithful dischiaree of duty.  Many a
tear he drew, many a cherd of svapathy he struck, many
a deaf ear be made hear, many a woe he zolaced, many a
sore ho Dealed, moauy o dead soul he ratsed to grace and
life. .

In Wew he butle o beautiful ehoreh, and winistered
to the seuls entrusted o him for twelve old vears, Wil
ot those whe drew spirvitual proiit from his sweat and
tail and straight, perfervid clogquence—that rushed like a
mountain torvent from the twin fountains of deepest faith
in God and eormsuning zeal for sonls—sayv a praver for
his simple, priestly. gently soul.  in his Order his death
leaves a void not to be soan filled —R.IP.
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Nupier is said te be making very rapid progress just
now as far as the building trade 15 concerved.  For fhe
March quarter building permits to the walue of £23,951
were issued.

Maize has boen grown with sneeess in Ashhurten dis-
triet this seazen. Now that the dairy industry has been
established in the district it will probably be largely cui-
tivated in the future for lale summer and autwmm feed-
ing.

A very faneiful ebjection’ were the terms m which
the mualstrate characterised a request hy o Waodvilla
plaintiif to have all wituesses ordered out of conrt. Tt
turred out that there was only one witness, and ho was
deaf.

Notwithstanding  the large number of private resi-
donees erceted in Ashburion during the past Tew vears.
vorv few empily houses ara to be found at present. Several
new residents have boon compellidd i tnke lodgings on
account of their junbility to secure suitable houses,

It 1= stated that the late Chief Tamaban Malupuku
spent £40,000 In eight years. He was regarded as a
father by his people, who went to Tiim for everylhing, and
he rarely failed to respend to their reauests. e was
exeeedingly gonerons, and this fact, 1o dm]ht“ areatly in-
ereased the power which his strong personality naturally
exercised.

The rabhits came in in very large numbers Jast week
ak the Mataura Treezing Works, and the packers ox-
pericnced @ busy time. working all hours of the night. The
hoat affected the consignments somewhat, and on Fridav
over 2000 carcases were had,  Some of them were skinned,
hit o large properéion were too far gone to allow of even
tho skins being saved.

Two men in the Rakmia distriet, by the use of bird
traps, earned an average of £5 10s per week between them

aover a period of thres months, selling the heads to the
Ashburion County Council. Tho largest catches were
gencrally ‘obtained early in the worning, the record for
one puli of tho trap being 750 fully-grown birds.,  This
one catch realised the sum of £3 2s Gd.

The hotel now being buile at Sove, Fiji, by the Union
Steawm Ship Company promises (says the (Hayo Daily
Times) to be an lmposing building. It is situated in
heautifully laid-out grounds. The verandahs and baleonjes
surroimxling it, 15ft wide, will give every opportunity to
visitors to view the attractive cnvironments of the town.
There will be aceomwedation for fifty persons.

fn o supplement to the Gazefte it i3 notified (says a
Press  Aswociation  telegram  from Wellington) that  the
shooting season for imported and native game will be from
May 1 to July 3L, both days inclusive, in the various aceli-
matisacion disiricts, excluding reserves and sanctuaries,
and areas proctaimed ia the Gezeffe, with the exception
that came only will be killed i1 the distriets of Ashburton,
Grev, Enangshua, South Canterbury, Waitaki, Waimate,
and Westland.

Some doubb that lias existed about the precise mean-
ing of the proclamation issued In cownection with the
mauguration of the new defencoe schemo is to b set at
rest by the lssue of an amended notification.  The procla-
mation made it ebligatory on the part of all males hetween
the ages of 14 and 20 (inclusive) io register. The antended
order will make it peorfeetly elear thut nll boyvs who had
attained their fourteenth borthday on March 31, and who
Lad not reached the age of 21, will be required to register.-

thuite peenliar circumsisices arese in connection with
one censns return which was made up by a resident of
Gishorne,  The schednle was duly filled ap’ at the speeifietl
time, but on Monday morning it was found that the family
had inereased by one, and there was mueh spoculation as
to whether the newly-arrived member should e ineluded.
The sub-enumerator, when collecting his return, was askel
for his opinion, and prompily pointed ont that the Act
provided ihat travellers whe arrived on Mmaday morning,
and wore not enumerated elsewhere, wonld have to he in-
ehided,  and, conseyuently, the lttlo stranger was duly
tatlicd.

The crew of the trawley Nora Niven experienced some-
thing in the nature of a disappointment daring her recent
trawling cruise in Cook Strart (savs the Dominion). On
the oeeasion in gquestion, the vessel was n the vieinity of
Palliser Bay, and instructions had heen wsiven to hanl in
the uet.  As it began to come in it appeared to have a
Irrue ouantity of fish in it, for it was particulsrly heavy,
Bothusia=m run hiph, and those on board had vistons of a
good pay day ahead of them (so it 35 saidd.  Ore man
promised himself a new suit on the strencth of the catel.
But, as the trawl gradually came into view, these fine hopes
vinished, 1t was presently seen that the uet centained
about three tons of sharks, raveing from six $0 nine feet
in length. Those en hoard the vessol state that they have
never seen such a number of sharks come on beard in one
baul before.

[t is not often that an experienced chairman of a
local body s constrained to suggest the advisability of
hiring somebody to break the law.  Yet (envs the Timaru
Puosty such was the half-humorous sugsestion of Mr. O, N.
Orbell 2t the mecting of the Levels County Council on
Wednegday in reference to the long-delaved duty of the
Railway Departiment to fence in the line hitween Washdvke
and  Pleasant Point. ‘We ghould, perhaps’ he said,
“employ o man_who does nob werry about the disgraee of
gaol, to drive sheep along that line continually, znd take
tho conseqnences, until the Deparsment is improssed with
the advisability of fencing in the line,” < Ob, it has been
done before to-day,” the chairman added, in reply to the
general voice of protest, and he recounted a similar in-
stance in Central Otago, which had forced the Department
to effect the desired reform.

Very soon now there will be o schools in the middls
of the town (says the Dominion), Schools follow the
vesidential population, and as the demands of commerse
expaud land formerly wholly cecupicd for residential pur- |
poses 15 given over to factories, warehouses, and shops.
The Catholic autheritics becawe aware of the outward
movement of the residential population a decade ago, and
laicl their plans accordingly.” Leng apo they séught
and abtained power to dispese of their eentral school
arounds, and secure others nearer the peonle.  For forty
vears past the Sisters of Merey have conducted a schonl
El"}‘[)lxtm street. (near ihe junction with Willis street),
This properiv, a fine level sociion, 7776 by 274ft, has been
sold to Messrs, Sharland and Co. for £3000. It is the
mtention of the firm to build an up-to-date factory, wars-
honse, and office huilding, and then transfir tho whole of
its husiness from the present quarters in Willeston sirect
to Dixon street.

Nothing prioves the careful housewife more than to
sea h}(llr gogd f]u_rfr;ztil)re mlsham{led by careless carriers. If
¥ou have to shift, be wise and geb o reliable firm like th
i\hEW 41‘.%11,.41\1)’ EXPRESS g:(]mmw to remove your

ings. ~ They are very careful, and charge reaso
ton. ~ Their address is Bond street.... g nably



