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its hands across the water for support? Are its principles
s¢ irrceoncilable with national ideals that it cannot tolerate
a native legislature? The Irish Protestants have fittle
reason to thank the spokesmen who suggest iLese questiouns.
One of the inevitable effects of Home Rule will be to make
them feel a more acute interest 1in Ireland and
to  adopt, instead of a negative attitude, a pollqy
of co-opevation in positive measures for the henefit
of tho country. Hitherto many of them have laid them-
selves open to the reproach that they are indifferent to
the welfare of Ireland, and consider it a duty to oppose
the proposals of Irishmen who refuse to minimise her
national importance. Home Rule on ihe lines indicated
by Mr. Asquith and agreed to by Mr. Dedmond will, we
teel confident, be accepted with preat willingness not only
by the Catholic, but also by the Protestant masses. JIn
the course of seme time it will break. down ihe bharriers
which bigotry has raised up between Irishman and Irish-
man in the noréh.’ .

The utter groundlessness of this charge of religious in-
tolerance in Catholic Ireland is being effectually established
by Protestants themselves; and over and over again it has
been sur duty to chironicle in this column Protestant testi-
mony on the point. At the risk of seeming to pile Pelion
upon Ossa, we add the fatest Protestant wvtterance on the
guestion. It is recorded iun the report of a speech de-
livered in Dublin in February last by an Irish Methodist
minister, the Rev. Charles Williams, - This gentleman
took part in a temperance demonstration, and found him-
selt dovetailed on the dist of speakers between Dr. Keane,
the Dominican orator, and a Franciscan priest. “T'his,’
sald Mr. Williams, ‘was a circumstance of which he felt
proud.”  In the course of his address, he drew a com-
parison between religious toleration in the North and South
of Ireland. * When I want toleration,’” said this Methodiss
minister, ‘I find most of it in the Soutl,’ and he ended
by a suggestion that the North weuld lo well to emulate
the toleration and broadmindedness of Dublin and the
South.

«The Fight for the Faith'

One of the most able and comprehensive expositions
of the function of the Catholic newspaper, of the duties
of Catholic journalists, and of the immense value of the
Catholic pross, is that given by Bishop Whiteside, of Liver-
pool, in a recenb Pastoral.  His Lordship chose as the
title for his Pastoral ‘ Catholic Newspapers and the Fieht
for the Faith.” In addition to hearty and encourzging
commendation of the work of Catholic jrurnalism—which
we have learned to expeet everywhere from our zealous
hierarchy—the Letter containg many pointed and practical
home truths for hoth pressman and peopie. Amoupgst the
latter arc certaivly to be included his Tordship’s remarks
on the principle to he adopted in choosing o Catholic
newspaper.  One of the commonest excuses advanced for
not taking the Catholic paper is that connected with the
subject of politics.  The paper is objected tao either beeause
it has ton much politics, or because it has net enough
pelities, or because it has the wrong sort of polities, or
because it has no polities at all.
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Here is how Bishop Whiteside brushes aside every one
of these prelexts—and pleads, in an emwnently sane and
rensonnble way, for & karge discretion in regard to such
details. ¢ Considering then,” he says, ‘the many excellent
purposes which are served by the Crtholic press, and more
particulerly by the Catholic newspapers, Catholies should
deem it neot merely 2 matter of counsel but one of duty
to support these apgencies for good.  The only practical
form of support is to become subscribers. But what

principle sheuld guide a Catholic in choosing a Catholic”

newspaner for himself and his family? The fact that a
particular newspaper has ne politics, or that it advocates
one set of political views rather than another, should not
bo a reason for choosing or rejecting it. A Catholic reads
his Catholic newspaper net for its polities, but to get the
best of what as a Cathelic he wishess te find in it. Nor
should he decline to subscribe to a partienlar Catholic news-
peper, because its news, or its correspondence, or its treat-
ment of certain questions is at times not to his liking.
Provided the conductors of a newspaper recognise the broadl
duty of avoiding whatever may disedify, in what js read
by all classes and conditions of men, a large diseretion
should be allowed to them in such details.  The faet is
when we try ta realise haw much goes towards the produe-
tion of a weckly Catholic newspaper, the vast amount of
sound, stimulating and interesting information gathered
into any one weekly edition, much of which has to he pro-
curcd, digested, and possibly commented upon in a very
limited time aud at short notice, the wonder is how so
much can be done at the cost: and it seems, to say the
least, ungracions to emphasise the slight slortcomings of
those who are working under great difficulties, in what is
after all the noblest of causes.

In spite of such utterances, there are Catholies who
not merely do not subseribe to the Catholic paper, but who
calmly spend their money in the support of papers which
are not only not Catholic, but which make a practice of
filling their columns wiih anti-Cathelic matter, and which
from time to time gratvitowsly insult the Cathelic body.
It is true that in New Zealand for some vears past the
number of such has been gradually growing fewer, and this
happy conditien of things, we are glad to say, still con-
tinues.  But there are still far too many homes where the
Catholic paper is either a total stranger, or at best a very
oceasional visiter.  The Catholic paper 1s the priest in
the household. It is the priest's best ally.  We have in
the Dowinion many priests who arc conscious of its mighty
power for good, and who have proved their faith by words
and works.  Oue of tho needs of the day is to cultivate
amonyg our people @ conseience on the matter of reading,
This must cver be the function of the pulpit and the
school; end we recommend the good work 1o both |

Catholic Students and the Faith

Hays our contemporary, the Melbourne Tribune, «of
February 11— An esteemed friend of the Tribune, zn
educationist, has written to us on the subject of 1the
influence which deadens or destroys in so many Catholio
University students the faith whieh they took intn tho
Lalls of higher edueation. “This influence was Jdefined 14
him by o graduate as—uot the difusion of infidel evoli
tionary theorics, but—* the spirit of the place.” It wag
difieult, added his informant, to o through the mill with-
out detriment to the Catholic spint. Our correspondent,
whe writes strongly of * the stagmation of Catholic public
opinion” on such vital questions as Education and the
Press, attributes this stagnation to the ract that the men
whe should he our natural lay leaders, our University-
trained men, have been breathed upon by “the spirit of
the place,” and have lost their interest in the Catholin
cause.  “The “spirit of the place, thai mtangible entity,
no mechanical regulations ean overcome, hnt only another
spivit ta the place.  The most urpent want of Catholie
Victoria (or cne of its most urgent wants) 1s a Catholic
Collego at the University.”’
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We have no knowledge of the state of things ohtaining
i Australian Universities, but we have some acquaintance
with New Zealand University Colleges; and in respect to
these, the ahove-gnoted indictment of this  Melbourne
graduste is an absolutely true hill.  In cur judgment, at
least, he is ahsolutely earvect, ten, in his diagnosis of the
cause of the tronble. Gecasionally, indeed, there may he
a direetly anti-Caiholic or anti-Christtan  tone in the
lectures delivered.  We have had, for example, in the
past history of Otago University, o Professor of Mental
and Moral Science, who was a whole-hoarted diseiple of
Bain, and whe taught his students z blank materialism.
Fven now we have text-books in use on certain subjecte—as,
for example, on The History of Lducation as preseribed
for the B.A. degree—which are distinetly wnfriendly in
tone and attitude towards the Catholic Church.  But
these features of our University life are for the most part
merely accidental and oceasional. The real danger to the
faith of the Cathelic under-graduate is to be found—ag
our Melhourne praduate affirms—not in the Iectures de-
liveved, but ir *the epirit of the place,” in the non-religious
atmosphere, in the all-pervading indifferentism, in the
essentially, though perhaps covertly, pagan outlock eon life.
What is the remedy? 8o far as New Zealand is concerned
—with its four Universitios in four different centres—the
idea of establishing Catholic Colleges is, of course, out of
the question, If a counteracting influence is to be supplied
and applied, it is clear that it ean best be done by those
who have themselves been through the mill—in other wards,
by our newly-formed Newman Societies. Here is definite,
valuable, practieal work ready to their hand. The course
of procedure is simple.  Let them obtain frem the Regis-
trar of the local University a complete st of the students
who are nitending classes: lot them hunt out, to the best
of their ability, the Catholic members amongst this body
of undergraduates; let these he indueed to affliate them-
selves with the Newman Socicty, to take an interest in its
studies of Catholic authors. and, if possible, to get into
touch with other Catholic Clubs and institutions—and the
society will have gone far indecd tewards saving the faith
of these young students from: being infected with tho
religious dry-rot by which they are surrounded. 1, in
spite of all, an undergraduate or graduate finds himself in
doubt abont his fzith, let him take a course of Newman or
Brownson. We are, of COUTsC, Supposing a case wncomphi-
cated by any moral lapse. A story is told of an Irishman,
who, after long absence from his duty, was induced to
attend a series of addresses by an eloquent missioner. He
displayed great fervor during the mission; but 14 was not
long afterwards Defore he was again conspicuoas by his
absence from the Church. One day he was met hy the
missioner, who asked him how it was that, after following

“1 have learned again ' what I often learned before—
that the best is clieapest. Hondai-Lanka Unblended Tes
beats all blends,

‘A Call to Supper” is quickly responded to when
Hondai-Lanka Tea is the beverage served. ** Beware uof
substitutes.”



