TuvRrapsY, Feervary 23, 1911.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

325

Current Topics

— .

* The * Asino’

1t is with sincere satisfaction that we are able to
announce that that vilest of all gutter-journals, the Asine
{published by the cnemies of religion in Rome, and con-
stanily hurling all sorts of indecent insuits at the Haly
Father) is now banned by the postal authorities in New
Zealand, in the Australian Commonwealth, and in the
United States. New Zealand is the latest to fall into
line. A number of copies of that coarse rag were collected
in the Domirnion and submitted to the postal autherities—
nothing eould surpass the coarseness, vileness, and obseenity
of those numbers, even our Lord and Saviour being intro-
duced in a blagphemously indecent conuection. The result
was as stated: the Asine is barred from New Zealand as
an obscene and indecent publication.  Carlyle once advised
that certain raw sceptics should be covered under a glass
bell, declaring that the atmosphere there would cause
them to perish in their own corruption. If the editors
of filthy publications such as the Asino were treated
in the same fashion their dissolution would be
accomplished even more speedily, and in »  very
brief space all that would be left would be an
odor of brimstone. While heartily rejoicing that this
leprous production—this moral cancer-planter—is prohibited
from entering New Zealand, we cannot refrain from point.
ing out that the verdict of so many nations on the Asiro
cught to open the eyes of the ILtalian Government to the
ghameo of their allowing such a filthy rag to be published,
when they have laws against such productions, and when
the Law of the Papal Guarantees is supposed to protect
the Pope. as it would the King, from such coarse infamy
and insult. Of what are the Government afraid? The
gupporters and disseminators of the linmoral press repre-
sent neither the scuse nor the sentiment of the Italian

" people; and as regards weight and influence in the com-

munity Podrecca and his party are absolutely insignificant,
A little firm dealing with the motley crowd, and this plague
spot and reproach to Ttalian journalism would be once and
for ever removed. To apply the words of Shakespeare, in
¢ King Henry V.:—

‘Do but belwld yen poor and starved band,
And your fair show shall suck away their souls,
Leaving them but husks and shales of men.
There 18 not work enough for all our hands;
Secarce blond enough in all their sickly velus
To give our naked curtle-axes stain.’

A Southland Ebullition

A Southland paper—the, Southland Times of Tebruary
10, to wit—has guite necdlessiy and gratuitously butted
into the new somewlat played-out discussion on that very
niixed marriage in far-away Belfast. Qur contemporary
has reelly nothing te say; and in his leading article of
nearly a column he just about suceeds in saying it. He ad-
mits that ‘as no chanpe has been noted’ in Mr Devlin's
etectorate—the electorate in which the facts were best
known-—‘the effect the case had politically could not have
been very great, and it also may be gquite true that Pres-
byterian ministers were less interested in the woman than
in using tho case as an example of what would happen
when Ireland

sccuredd  Home Rule. He further
states that ‘in moest countries , including all Fnplish-
gpeaking countries, the State  absolutely ipnores the
ceree, and the question merely resolves itself {iuto

one of conscience among Reman  Catholics themselves.'
That being sn, what in the name of all that is sensible has
this southern Solomon te de with the matter; and why
does he .waste his wisdom at all on a question that is
“merely eno of conscicnce amoug Roman Catholics them-
selves.”  When he does attempt to deal in facts—as dis-
tinguished from prejndiees—he blunders every time. It
may be mentioned,” he says, writing out of the fulness of
his ignorance, ‘that the German Kaiser objected to the
decree, and as a result it docs not apply in Germany.
What authority he has for the first of these statements

* we know not—perhaps the Kaiser seut our southern luminary

a private wire —hut we do krow that the exemption of
Germany has nothing to do with any protest from the
Kaiser or from anyone else. As  explained by the
Rev. Father Coffey, in the eoluinns of the Dunedin rening
Star the other day, Pope Benediet XIV., in 1741, and
Pope Iius VI., in 1785, exempted certain countries from
the laws of the Council of Trent in regard to clandestine

marriages; and most of Germany was exempied as the
Council of Trent decrees were never promulgated in the
Protestant States. The present Pope extended the czemp-
tion to the whole of Germany by a constitution, in January,
1906—i.e., more than a year before the decres Ne Temere
—which simply embadies a decree of the Ceuncil of Trent—
was issued, and more than a year, therefore, before the
Kaiser could have had any chance of protesting. The extent
of this Invercargill innceent’s knowledge of the wlole
guestion may be gauped from the following sentence: —
‘The whole thing,” he sapiently remarks, ‘is evidently an
attempt by the Roman Catholic Church to override State
law, and it has been seriously questioned, even by prominent
Roman Catholies, if the Chureh possesses the constitutional
power to proclaim mixed marriages, no matter where cele-
brated, as being illegal.” The Church has, of course, never
proclaimed that the marriages under discussion are illegal;
she has simply laid it down that, unless certain eonditions
are complied with, they are, from her point of view,
invalid. If the Southland T#nes writer does not know
the impartant distinction between the two terms, he ought
to be seut promptly back te school.
*

As we have said, the Southland leader-writer had really
rothing to say, and uo light whatever io throw on the
mixed marriage question; and it is cbvions that his motive
inedealing with the subject was one of wanton and wilful
bigotry. To bigotry, our journalistic Chadband adds a
nauseating hypreerisy.  ‘ The McCann case,’ he says, ¢ will
no doubt Le used to promote discord amoeng religious
sections of communitics, and for that reason it is unfortu-
nate that it should have occurred.” The bypocrisy which
can pretend to shed tears over the prospect of religious
discord while it is itself engaged In the very aect of pro-
moting such discord, is beneath contempt. We have read
a story of a certain Bishop of T.ondon whe, travelling on
one occasion in a third-class carriage with a number of
workmen, was pained at hearing the volleys of oaths and
curses that came from the mouth of une of the grimy
sons of toil.  Determined to inflict upon the sinner a
dignified rebuke, his Lordship said: ¢ My friend, you possess
a very lurid vocabulary of ocaths; may 1 ask whera you
learned it® 7The workman, looking at him with unaffected
surprise, said: ‘Learned it?  Sir, 1it's 2 gift!’ The bigotry
of the Southland Times writer is probably a ‘gift’; but it
is a gift that constitutes o very poor asset for a working
journalist.  Leaders such as ihat on ¢ Clerical influence’
may tickle the ears of the Orange proundlings, but assuredly
they will make the judicious and fair-minded members of
the community grieve.  Soomer or later, hoth the paper
and the individual responsible for such writing find their
level—and it is never a lofty level.

A Notable Protest

We conclude this weck cur publication of the very
striking and notable protest issued by the Very Rev. Wather
Luiz Gonzaga Cabral, Provinecial of the Society of Jesus
in Portugal, against the exceptional and outragecus treat-
ment of which the religious committed to his charge have
been the vietims at the hands of the Portuguese Revolu-
tionary Government, It is, perhaps, not so much a protest
as 2 vindication: and the document is remarkable not less
for its clearness and succinctness, than for the weight and
effectiveness of the considerations advanced. A moving
picturs is given of the sufferings and insults endured by
the religious, and their cup of bitterness must surely have
been full when, as Father Cabral puts it, ¢ Venerable elders,
distinguished men of science, held in repute at home and .
abroad, religions venerated for their virtue, youth still
almost hoys, with innccence stamped onx their features—
all had to go to an anthropometric station, and to be
treated like noterious eriminals, being described, phote-
graphed, and measured in every detail, down to the joints
of their fingers.  The pliotographs then appeared in the
newspapers, with the number assigned to each as to a
conviet,’ Jemmenting on this fact, the Rev. Father
C. Torrend—himself one of the victims—records the inter-
esting and noteworthy fact that President Taft interfered,
and with some cffect, on behalf of the perscouted Jesuity,
‘ Thanks are due,” says Father Torrend, * to the benevolence
manifested by the Fnglish press on occasion of these crucl
trials, and cspecially that here spoken of in these anthro-
pometric measurements.  In particular may be mentioned
The Satwrday Review and w strong protest of The Bystander,
November 16, p. 329.  As to the United States, we can
hardly find words to express our gratitude for their intor-
vention on our behalf.  The Eeho de Puris (December 19)
and the Memento of Turin (December 18), verify the report
that President Taft himself expressed by wire to his Minis-
ter at Lishon the painful impressien which had been pro-
duced in the United States by the knowledge that the
Jesuits had heen imprisoned. Moreover, the new Portu-
guese Government was warned that it would never he recog-
nised if 1t did not put an end to such treatment, which wag



