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mics of the ncwspaper name Portugal, and innumerablo

fictions about the Jesuits, on occasion of the late elections;
such were the causes of the accusation thai we meddled
with politics. . . )

As for the Mensageiro, its articles are open to all
who choose to read them, and the doctrines there expressed
as to the responsibility of the electorate in regard of
legislation and its execution, as io the solidarity of the
members of our party, 1ts traditions, programme, and
political life, arc after all only those which are common
amongst every people with whom the C!n'mmplvs of civie
eulture and the social obligations of Catholics have n‘nt
been so lamentably forgotten as with ns.  Only those who
realise Liow utterly all 1s ignored which has been ventilated
in these subjects outside Portuggl, by episcopal pastorals,
ecelesiastical instructions, and the zeslous propaganda of
the press, ean explain_ the astonishment of many Portu-
guese, to whom conclusions concerning morals and conduct
which elsewlere were familiar to all scemed altogether

rol.

“meﬂnt however we may differ in regard of such matters,
what kind of liberty would a country enjoy in which a
theologian er moralist was not permitted to express the
doctrines in which he believed or to write 1a perindicals
on subiects of lis special st‘,ugl}-'.)_ As to the_journal
Portugal, a letter from 1ts Iiditor-in-chief, published =a
fow days ago, may take the place of a reply.  To it ke
declares that during the latest phase of the paper, precisely
that in which ib was most fiercely attacked for its polemical
attitude, the Society had no share whatover. o

In saying this I have ne desire fo shirk respensibility,
or to express disapproval of the encrgy displayed by the
Cathalic Press. Far from it.  Truth must be vigorously
championed, and the more so in proportioin as the enenes
of religion claim for themselves unrestrained license of
language and ealumuy.  They cannot, indeed, be fought
~with thetr own weapons, which honor and Christian eharity
forhid us io nse, but at least they must he encounterced
with unflinehing courage and resolute independence. _

A revolutionary journal lately published a lebter of

mine in which 1 asked a corregspondent to 111t(-rost) lnlmsolf
in obtairing support for those responsible for the Porfugel.
1 say nothing of the surreptitious publication of a private
Yetter, nor of the insidious comments hy }\'111(:11 it was
accompanied. T would ouly observe that fhe interest which
1 exhibitnd in this unﬂertakmg shaws no more than that
its general drift was 1n acenrd with my own views. Is
thore any offence in this®—even were it a fact that the
articles written during the last stage of this newspaper
rere in reality ours.
“em}‘lil:mlly, nl‘ regards the last clections, T must absolutely
deny the fables cireulated concerniug my brethren ly an
unscrupulous press. 1 say nothing of the silly talrs of
Jesuits, crucifix in hand, threatening all who ynted for
the Geovernment with everlasting damnation, Such non-
gense proves only how little these who spread these stories
know about us.  More than this, not one of my brethren
tock part in any electoral propaganda.  Some Catholies
even will be surprised to learn that very fow of us recorded
our votes, this ahstention being justified in most cases
for serious reasous, by which alene can it be justified in
such circumstances. .

As to adviee given by us when privately consulted,
and in matters of contcience, I should not say aunvihing,
but for the factitious indi,f:nat.iou exhibited by the hostile
press, and its misrepresentation of [acts divoreed from
thelr circumstances. _

The last Government of the Aonarchy from its com-
mencement uot only showed itself distinetly anticlerical, but
after varicusly infringing the rights of the Chureh, began
a persecution of religious erders, affording clear cvidence
to all who did not choose to shut their eyes that their

urpose in rogard of these was no other than that exhibited
in the last decrees issued in the King's name the day
previous ta his depasition, and exultingly p:'_r)chumpdv n
the public press immediately after the revalution, — New,
I would ask, what Catliolic priest wishing to do his duty,
in face of such a state of things, weuld not uplift his

voico against so manifest a danger, and with the Baptist
denounce what he holds to be unlawful?

Oun this partieular question of politics, as on many
others, I was honored with gratuitous slander by the
cnemies of the Society, who attributed to my government
of the province a new direction given to the Soejety in
Portugai.  The truth is that neitlier as superior nor as
connsellor had 1 ever to interfere, as these insidious writers
pretended, with the conduct of ours.

The pelicy of the Society of Jesus at the present day,
as it has ever been, is that expressed in the Lord’s Prayer,
“Thy kingdam come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in MHeaven.’

The enemics of God and 1is Churcl: cannct forgive
our combat for this ideal awd our constant endeavour for
its realisation.  Hence the {mplacable hLostility wherewith
wa llave ever been assailed, with charges the most diverse
whielt in various times and circumstances have been found
serviceable against us.  In every case our adversaries have
proved to be those of God and the Catholic Church.

What is now in progress proves the truth of what I
say. It is alleged that we Jesnits ave the worst enemies
of the Republic, and must accordingly be treated with
exceptional severity,  This is a tere pretence., The
BSociety has nothing to de with Republican jnstitutions
as such.  When absolute monarchies were the rule through-
out the civilised werld, the foremost Jesuit writers already
tanght, on grounds of philosophy aund divinity, the funda-
mental priveiples of demoeracy, and at the present day
none of gur provinees are more prosperous or enjoy greater
liherty than those established under Republies; it will be
suflicient &0 name those in the United States.

There is, thevefore, no such opposition as is pretended
between Josuits and Republies.

It will, however, be objected that in Portugal at least
we werg auti-Republicans.

But, in the first place, wherever il 1s situated, the
Socicty, like the Cathalic Chuoreh, inculeates loyalty to
whatever form of goverument is duly established. And
Portugal was a mouarchy.

A still more powerful reason precluded onr sympathy
with the Republican movemsnt in Portugal—mamely, that
the Republic as exhibited in our uational lhistory, was nob
the Republie imagined by speentative sociologists, Tt is
Repnblicans who make a Republie, and who were these in
Portugal? With few very racve exceptions, they were
the declared enemies of religion, either avowed unbelievers,
or at best wholly indifferent ta all heyond politics.  Could
we, withont heing false to our most cherished prineiples,
aiffect sympathy with such a party?

They themselves undertcok te show by their actions
that we were not wrong; just as the last Government under
the Monarchy clearly showed by its action that we were
not istaken in its regard.

1 must, however, acknowledge that for all my dread
of the revelutionary intolerance of these advocates of
liberty, my simplicitv was at fault, since I never dreamed
of what we are witnessing to-day,

V1.—Lleactionary Influence.

] .
As it seenis to me, I have replied to all the pretexts
alleged to stify all the arbiirary tyranny, the spoliations
and outrages against liberty of which my religious brethren
and wmyself have been the victims, It remains only to
spealk of what is proelaimed as the final motive of the
laws enacted against us, that our influence is reactionary.
. Well! our enemios ave right! If this reactionary spirit
signifies fidelity and love for the Catholic Church, “self-
renunciation for Christ’s salke, earnest endeavour that ne
jot or tittle of His Law be neglected; if it means that
we have striven tn produce in Portugal a body of active
and fearless Catholics, wha will not confine themselves to
prayers, but will lahor by word and deed to renew all
things in Christ; that to this end we employ every means
witliin our reach, the pnlpit, the confessional, lectureships
the press, in order thus to promote the glory of Ged and
salvation of souls—then in truth we are reactionaries, and
zuilty of the offence laid to our charge. '
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