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CATHOLIC MARRIAGES

&
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In view of recent Lappenings in Belfast and of com-
ments thereon made in some of the papers in the Dominion,
we give the following brief explanation of the legislation
intreduced by Pepe Pius X in the matter of ‘Catholic
Marriages ' —

The deecree dates from August 2, 1907, hut came into
force only at Baster time, 1903.  The chief point so far
as the present matter is concerned, is to be found in the
followiny words of paragraph HI:-— Only those marriages
are valid which are contracted before the parish priest or
the Ordinary of the place, or a priest delegated by either
of these, and at least two witvesses acceording to the rules
laid down in the following articles, and saving the excep-
tions menticned under V1L and VIIT.Y

The subject may be considered under three heads:

1. What i1s the noabure of the change introduced
by this legislation?

2. Has the Church power to make such legislation?

3. Why has Pope Pius X introduced this legis-
fation?

1. Up to Haster time of 1908 a marriage between two
Catholics or between a Catholic und a Protestant in these
countries was considered by the Churel to be a valid and a
true marriage, even thongh it had been celebrated in the
presence of the registrar or of a Protestaut minister. The
Church, of course, did woit 1n any way approve of such
marrioges, and regarded thew as sinful because the law
of the Church hLad bheen violated and the sacrament pro-
faned, but at the same thme she held {hat the marriages
were real, and that the parties ihus joined were man
and wite. Now, hera i1s {he change.  After Faster; JU9R,
the lew of the Catholic Church stands thus: If a Catholic
withes to be married validly, either to a fellow-Catholic
or to a non-Cathelic, he or she must be married in presence
of the priest of the place, or the Bishop of the diocese, or
rome priest delegated by either and two witnesses. (A
special exreption is made for these eases where a Catholic

riest cannot ba ohtalned.) 1§, therefore, a Catholic so
ar forgets himsell as to go to a Protestant church or the
regirtry offico for the prrpose of being married either to
s fellow Catholic nr a nen-Cathelie, the marriape thus con-
tracted will, in the eves of the Chureh, he no real marriage
at all, and the persons who have gone ihrough that cere-
mony ‘will be no more man amd wife after it than they
were before.”  This legislation, then, is very plain, and a
simple reading of the deerce makes it clesr that the law
(a) binds all Catholies. (b) that it has nething whatssever
to do with nou-Catholics, whetler baptised or unbaptised,
and that the mavriages of sucll mmmong themselves are re-
garded by the Catholic Church as truly valid marriages
provided the contracting parties are otherwise free to
marry; (¢} that Catbolics may still get married to non-
Cathiclies after a dispensation has been obtained and cor-
tain other condition: have been complied with, and Ue
validly and lawfully married iu the presenco of the priest
and two witnesses.

2. Has the Church power to wake such legislation?
Outsiders gencrally recognise that the Cathelie Church has
through her lTong history, iaken up a very decided attitude
in regard to Christian marriage, and many thoughtful
men 1n modern times have cowme also to see that the
Churel's attitude has brouehi untold Dblessings te the
Christian family. While philosonlers and rulers have often
tried to make Christinn marriage a merely uatural or eivil
coutract, the work of man, the Church has alwavs looked
upen it as peeuliarly sacred, the work of God.  Christian
marriage in the cyes of the Oathelic Church is not merely
2 covenant of twa between n man and & woman who take
each other, but a cevenant of three—ilie man and the
woman and .God, who joins hoth, and accepts into Fiis
own immutable hand the conseni of both and seals it by
an infusion of the Hely Spirit into their souls. Christ has
thus exalted the covtract of Matrimeny into a sacrament
or Christian Act, one in which Fe Himsclf is the neiter,
blndmg together two souls in a hond whiell s o type of
the union hetween Himseli and His Church.  Henee the
anity and indissolubility and sanctity of Cliristian marriago
in which God Himself joins together what man mavy never
dare to put asunder.” (London Tablet).  And if Chvistinn
marriage is thus God's work and Christ’s sacrament., on
whom will devolve tha duty of safe-gnarding its dig’nitv
and the right of fixing the conditions aceording ta which
it ghall be celebrated 7 On the State? But where is the
evidence to show that our Lord ever committed one jot
or tittle of Tis Taw or Tlis sacred instilutions to its custody 2
He did indeed say something about ‘rendering o Cresar
tho things that are Ciesar’s” hut He added that the thines
of God must be rendered to God, and if marriage, (‘sp('gi‘
ally Christian marviage, is not & thing of Goad’s, what is?
Marr_‘la‘ge 1s & sacred thing, and therefore does not fall under
the jurisdiction of the State which deals with thines tem-
poral.  ‘ The State mey, indecd, by its legtislation, declare
what are the canditions under which it will accord to
marniage civil recognition and civil effects as to civil status
and inheritance, and othor temporal conseqnences. TDut
over the making or unmaking of the marriage bond itself

it has no control. Tt canmot make two persons man and
wifo before God; neither can it unmake them.” Marriage,
then, being a sacrament of Christ, was naturally handed
over by Him, along with the gther sacraments, to the
care of His Church, and she, therefore, alone has the
power of Hxing the conditions governing ils valid recoption.

3. Why has Pope X introduced this legistation affecting
the celebration of Catholic marriage?  This question may be
answered in one word.  The Catholic Church, lovking upon
Cutholic marriage as & most sacred and blessed institution,
naturally wishes that it should be entered into in the holiest
awd nost beecoming way possible, and in these days of open
distegard of religion, she wishes to mark her scnse of the
fitness of things by insisting that it shall be celcbrated
beiore her aceredited ministers,

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ADDRESS BY THE ARCHBISHOP OF
WELLINGTON

A new school-chapel was opened on Sunday afterucon
at Wadestown by his Grace the Archbishep of Wellington.
The fHev. Father Mickson, S.M., Adn., made a statement
ay to the financial position. He stated that the total
expenditure on land aud bulldings had been £900, of
which £630 had beco received, leaving a debt of £250.

His Grace the Archbishop then addressed the meeting.
fie sed s ——Talucation 15 a preparation for life—the life of the
child. tho youth, the man- -consequently the true goal of
eancation s determined by the wrue goal of life.  What,
then, is the true goal of life, what 1s man’s ulitmate or
last eud?  Has mau no ether life-aims than some form or
other of utilitarianism or of mere enjoyment, and thon the
blackness of extinction?  IHas man no other altimate des-
tiny than that of the ape, or the ox, or the pig? No,
he has net, f we are to ercdit thuat shifting * Proteus’
ealled moderu philosoply, v the shapo of positivism, pan-
theism, apnosticism,  Yes--he has eveording to Christianity,
according to that noble system based upon Lhe deep-seatod
relimious instincts and intellectual neeoy of man, and the
belicfs and practices which are the fimmemorial possession
of our race. Man iz made for a supernatural end, to
serve God for o time in this world and tuo be happy with
Flim for ever in the other world to come,  The child, then,
as o relgions as well as a social nature and destiny.
Therefore, 1 any complete edueation, the religious nature
af the child, still more than the social, must reeeive its
due developraent awnd direetion; the chikl must share in
the spiritual as well as {he domoestic and social and political
inheritauee of the human race. And e first, the greatest,
the most precious ef the spiritual inkeritanees of mankind
ie that of entering into right relations with God, our
Creater, our Prescrver, our Judge, cur first beginning and
last end.

Thus veligion is no mere part of general education, no
mere departiment of life, no mere speeial training as for law
or medicine.  Religion belongs to man as man. It deals
with the ultimate ground of our being and of all contin-
gent, things; with the Divine plan of the universe, the
fundamental idea by which we arte to understand and
measure everything that is; it penctrates into cvery rela-
tion of wun, and touchies his every ideul and aim and act.
It should therefore penetrate the preparation of life (edu-
catlon) as il peuetrates life itself. teligion is simply
oducatinn in the complete sense of that term. It is the
bone of the bone and the flesh of the flesh of edncation.
Rich or peor, begrar ar king, bond or free, the child is
the helr to heaven. Al his faculties—physical, intellectual,
moral, religious—were given to him as a weans to that
end, and are to be developed harmoniouslv—not with the
lop-sided development of the Spartan or the Athenian, hut
with the full perfection of Christian wanbood and woman-
hood.  No doubt physival and intelleetnal training have
their importance in education.  But vastly more important
is the formation of character by the training of the will
iu habits of virtwo. Bodily weakness and ignorance are
evils, but vice is a far greater evil,

Te ug Christinns the koowledye of duty and s grounda
cames to us through Chivi ’

ian philosophy and the Divine
Revelation with which #ois in full harmeny and ultimate
assnciation.  That Revelation is & hody of truths respect-
ing God and onr relations 1o Him: and, flowing from tljwm,
a collection of duties which have God for their primary
ohjeet.  The dutivy towards God affeet and color all ether
human duties.  The doctrines define and vrovide an intel-
leetnal basis for duty, and are the only solid foundation of
maralitv.  The whole training of the child is bounded hy
Christian Revelation.  The Christian idea of chi]d—progre.ﬁ.ﬂ
is to fscek the kingdom of God and His justice,’ to
‘advance in wisdom and urace hefore God and men’: and
the highest wisdom is to “know Clrist and Him erucified.’
The training of the Christian child centres round the per-
sonality of Christ. e loved ehildren, tenderly earessed
them, blessed them, and declared that * of such is the king-
dom of heaven.”  He is {lhe peerlessly perfect ideal to set
before children, the highest inspiration of noble thought and
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