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ENGLAND—The Brighton Converts

The Rome correspondent of the London Universe states
that by the Holy Father's express desire the five Brighton
clergymen who were recently received into the Church are
about to enter the Academy for Noble Ecelesiastics, where
they will prosceule their studies for the priesthood.

Progress in Liverpool

It may be noted, as a tribute to the effective work
accomplished during the episcopate of the present B_lssl_mp
of Laverpool, that during the years in which Bishop White-
side has ruled that diccese some 20,000 converis have been
received inte the Church.

The New Bishop ¢f Portsmouth

The Right Rev. Dr. Cotter, who acted as _Allxi]l'u“y to
the late Bishop Cabill, las been appointed Bishop of the
Tortsmouth dioeese. The intelligence has been warmly e
eoived by the members of all classes ond creeds i liyvde,
where Dy, Cotter suecceded Dr. Calill as Bector of Se.
Mary's Church.  Like Lis predecessor in the See of Macts
woutl, Dr. William 1. Cotter is an Irishman and proud
of helunging to a race so distinguished for its faithifulness
to the Holy See. He was born i Cloyize, Connty Cotk, in
1866, on the Feast of St Thomas, Decenber 21, The con-
nection of his parents with the Navy, however, bronghs
i earty dieo contact with the southern shorves of Ing-
land, and il the age of seven years he attended St
Joseph's School, Plymoutl. Here it was that he was pre-
pared for Confirmation and received his Tirst Communion
from the hands of the Bishop of Plymonth. He was afier-
wards educated at St. Colman’s Coblege, Termoy, and at
Maynooil;, where he was elevated to the sacred ministry in
1892 by the Bishop of Cloyne.  The Bishop-Kleet first came
o the Portamonth diocese in 1898, His first mission was
St AMary's, Ryde, where he was stationed for thirteen vears.
In 10902 I was made a Canon, and in 1905 was conuseeratoed
Bishop of Clazomenwe.  Dr. Cotter offciated as Bishep
Cahill's seeretary until the latior’s recont death. Bishap
Caotter s generally beloved. by Catholies and Iiked and re-
spected by the son-Catholics amongst whom lie lives,

The Duke of Norfolk’s Decoration

[n its dssue of November 26 the Osservatore Pomann
publishes v 1its official column an announcomeni of the
distinetion of the * Ailisia Aurata’ (Ovder of ihe Golden
spur) reeently eonferred wpen the Duke of Norfolll. It
18 woerthy of notice that the Hoely Father on reorgamsing
thiz Order Limited its number to one hundred.  Up to the
present only five have heen nominated to the coveted dis-
tinelion, which ranks secoud in the seven speeies of deco-
rations conferred by the Sovercien Pentiff.  The names of
the four confreres of the Duke of Norfolk of the * Milizia
Aurata’ are the Marquis de Comillas, Spain, who assisted
tlhe Pope so wholeheartedly in rescuing so many hittle ones
made orphans in Pecember, 1208, by the Clalabrian earth-
gquake; CUount Blumensthil, president of the Society of
Papal Army  Sucvivors; Baron Chavette, officer of the
same army; and Count Uhalding, who holds the rank of cap-
tain i the famous body. November 25 was the gelden
jubilee anniversary of the Duke of Norfollk's suceession
to his honers and diunities, lis father, the fourteenth
Duke, who enjoved the fumily honors for only four sears,
having died just fifty vears ago that day. The Duke is
therefore not enly premicr duke by date of creation, but
by bis own Jong tenure of the title. TTe is still strong and
hearty, and with his voung family growing up about kim,
carrics his three-and-sixty years very lightly.

Catholics and Divorce

Many and varieus have leen the views on divoree
tendered in evidence before the Diverce Commission (says the
London Universe). - If the Comumissioners have learned
bow the different Protestant hodies differ one from an-
ather, or by individual epinions, on this most important
subject, they have also learned low united Catholics are,
not only in disallowing the principle of divorce, but alse in
preserving social and domestie conditions which do not eall
for the ‘remedy’ of such a process. To take the evidence
of a London priest of many years’ experience in a poor
mission, Prior Kelly, 0.8.4., it was shown that during
forty-six years’ work at IHoxton lie had never met with a
ease where o Catholic among his flock had applied for
divorce, while even separation orders were not readily
sought for.  Drink, unemployment, and other evils often
oncugh play havoe with the domestic lives of the Catholic
poor, but wibth it all these people recognise the inviclate
character of Christian marriage, and thus set an example
to other stations and other creeds.

FRANCE —Ceased to Exist

The Abbé Moutin, who, in spite of the Tope and the
French Hierarchy, persisted for ever two years in carrying
on his parish on the lines laid down by the Government,
has made his suhmission to his Bishop, and to-day through-
out the length and breadth of France there is not a single
Catholic ‘ Asseciation cultuelle? in existence.

GERMANY—The Kaiser and Religion

The Italian papers (says a Rome correspondent) liave
occupied themsclves a goud deal with the interest in re-
Hgion shown in the address of the Emperor of Germany
to the .Benedictine Fathers of Beurcn, given in the last
issue of the Catholic Times. It is worthy of remark that
the honor which Williany of Germany showed to Pope Leo
XIIl. on the occasion of his visit to Rome a gcod many
years ago is still remembered and spoken of in all circles in.
this city, as it was evident the Kmperor went out of his.
way on the oceasion to pay respeet to the aged Pontiff,

Progress of the Church

. The Catholics are steadily winuing back lost ground
in Germany. The Berlin correspondent of a British Noncon-
formist organ inferms us {hat, aceording to statistics to
which a vell-known religious journal in Bergn has access,
the Cathelic population” of ¥Frussia has increased within
the last forty years from 83.36 per cent. of the whole to
3580 per cent., and the Protestant population has de-
creased from 64.89 per coni. of the whole to 62.539. So
that since the war wigh Prance there has been a decrease of
2.30 per ecut. in the Protestant population, and the Cath-
olics have incroased 2.21. Various explanations of this
alteration in the relative proportions of Protestants and
Catholics 16 the general pepulation are offered. One is
the rapid iuerense of the Poles in the eastern provinces,
and another is the higher average of the number of mom-
bers iu Catholie famities, The rise in whe Catholic pars -
entage may he partly due to these causes, but it may &lso
be safely attributed in part to the effects produced by
the greater religious carnestness of the Catliolios.

ROME—The Next Consistory

Not for a generation {writes the Rome correspondent of
Lhe Cetholic Toacs) Los wny Constseory Been betoor written-
up thin that whiclr has Leen waited for in vain for tho
past two years. Forecasts regardivg fs date and pro-
phecies as to the ereation of Cirdinals were numerons, and
Jourpals seemed never tired of examining the possibili-
ties that a few months might bring.  So much was this the
case o half sear aro that 1t has been said the 1lely Father
disliked the very mention of the term Consistory. At
present there is no hope In ecclesiastical circles as to the
nolding of a Consistory for n considerable time, if such
a ceremony be not held in the spring; for the Roman
exhibitions epens e Moy, and no greay Church funetion
will be Leld during the time in which the Ttalian Govern-
ment is engaged celebrating the Gftieth year of the uni-
fication, or perlaps mere correctly, disnnion of Italy., The
Sacred  College, which when  complete  contains seventy
menthers, now counts fifty-three, seventeen of whem were
raised to the Purple dwring tie present Pontificate.  In
the case of several Cardinnds advanced years and 1ll-health
indicate that vieancies may be expocted in the Yenate of
the Chaureh before loug, lnformiation has reached Reme
that Cardinal Juzyna,” Archbiclop of Cravow, Las had a
strolie of apeplexy, and is in a serious condision. The
Cardinal Archibishen of Vienna has seen over ninety win-
ters, and Cardinal Oreglia, *deyen’ of the Sacred Colleue
and the only surviving creation of Tius the Ninth, leaves
his vesidence very scldem owing to age and infirmitics.
Death of a Cardingl

The death of his Kniinence Cardinal Sanminiatells,
which took place on November 24, at his villa of Monto
Castello, in Tuscany, where he liad gone to pass the antumn
months, removes a rather striking figure fram the world
of Rome. As far back as 1837 tlie futnre Prince of the
Cliureh arrived in Llome, and entered the Capranican Col
lege, being then at the age of seventeen.,  Three years
afterwards he was admitied to the Acadewy of Noble Fe-
clesiasties. 1In 1863, after being ordained priest at DPisa,
PFather Sanuminiateli returned to Rome, wlere he passed
the next two years in study, winning the doctorates of
theology and Canon Law in the Roman College and the
University of Rome respectively. Tn 1869 Pius IX. in
person conscerated the young prelate Titular Archbishop
of Thiana, and nominated him Papal Eleemosynary, a post
he filled for fifteen years until his elevation to the Sacred
College by Leo XTIT. in 1899.

An Echo of the Last Conclave

Cardinal Puzyna, Archbishop of Cracow, who is re-
ported to he seriously ill, is the member of the Sacred
College who indimated at the last Conelave that the Fm.
peror of Awvstria wished to use the veto against Cardinal
Rampolla.  The Cardinal Dean replied that the communi-
eation could not be received either officially or officiously.
Cardinal Rampolla said Le was greatly troubled =zt the
crievous wonnd inflicted on the liberty of the Church. but
that for himself nothing mere welcome or pleasing con'd
have happened.

UNITED STATES—Federation of Catholic Societies

.. The ninth annual convention of the American Fedora-
tion of Catholie Societies, held at New Orleans, was a moss
successful gathering. Principal amongst the resolulions
adopted at the concluding session was cne of denuneiniion
of the administrative officers of the Republic of Portugal
and of commendation of the State Department of Wach.
ington for delaying recognition of the new Government,
Horror was expressed at the * barbarous inception’ of the
new Republie.




