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CATHOLIC INFLUENCE IN HOLLAND

>

Holland is a Iratestant country; that is to_say, the
majority of its popuiation professes the Reformed religion
(says a writer 1 demerica).  Side by side with 60 per
cent. of Protestants, there are 35 per cent. Catholics.
Nevertheless, thie Protestants ave divided into two great
partics—the Believers or Orthodox, and the Moderns. The
Orthodox are again divided into many sections, of whom
the Calvinists and Lutherans are the prineipal, The
Moderns, on the contrary, are for the most part Rationalists,
aud have little or no belief, .

The Orthodox Protestants strive to apply their relipgious
principles to their political action, which results in their
forming two political factions. Une, the Anti-Revolution-
ists, of whom Dr. Kuyper is the head, and the Free Anti-
Revolutionists, whese leader is Mr. Savornin Lohman. Like
the Protestants; the Catholics make their principles affect
their polities, so that both Catholies and Protestants find
themselves in opposition to the anti-religions tendencies of
the Liberals, wlo, en that peint, are sustained by the
Socialists.  Nevertheless, each of the twe Cliristian parties
iz too fechle independently of each nther to make head
against the Antl-Christians. This was particularlv notice-
able in the second half of the last century, when the fizht
wag on against the Liberal Schoul Law of 1857,  'Fleir
helplessness made them see that the two Christian partics
would be stronger if they stood by each other in electing
Protestant or Catholic representatives, who would defend
in Parliament the common iuterestz of both sides.

Among the statesmen who devoted themnselves most
carnestly to bring about this coalition were Dr. Kuyper
amonp the Protestants and Dr. Schacpman among the
Catholics. Dr. Schaepman was a priest, aud a memher
of the Lower House. lie died hut a fow vears ago. Never-
theless, their efforts to effect this coalition evoked a areat
deal of upposition among the Catholics.  Their feeling in
this matter was intelligible when we reeall that the ances-
tors of these Catholics from the very beginning of the
Reformation were oppressed and persecnted by the ancestars
of the Protestants. On that aceount the cealition was de-
nounced by its enemies as the Monster League, hecause it
seemmed so contrary to the nature of the two parties.  Bug
in spite of this opposition the union, especially singe 1879,
has become an accomplished fact, although ne formal con-
tract was ever drawn up. There is a tacit convention by
which both sides agree to so combine their votes on u
Catholic or Protestant representative. They are thus sure
their interests will be defended in Parliament.

The first result of this co-eperation was the vietory at
the polis in 1838, when forty-five Liberals, twoenty-soven
Anti-Revolutionists, twenty-six Catholics, one Conservative,
and cne Socialist were cleeted for the Lower Tlouse. The
conseguence of this election was the anti-Liberal Ministry
of 1888, presided over by Mr. Mackay. Bnt, unfortunately,
in the year 1891, a law was proposed for the reorganisation
of the army, in which the principle of personal service was
involved, and that was the shoal on which this coalition was
wrecked.  Worse still, it also gave rise to o disnegreement
in the Cathelic party.  The anti-Revolutionists were for
personal serviee, and a part of the Catholies apainst it
This gave rise to the Bahlman faction.  Another party of
Catholies followed the lead of Schaepman and rallied with
the anti-Revolutionists. Dut before the debate on the
military question was over the peucral clections of 1851
proved that the disapreement between the two Christian

parties had ruined the majority, for the new House was'

composed of fifty-five Tiherals and forty-five anti-Liherals,
Muekay was replaced by Trenhooer Tak van Poortoleet.
This Ministry revoked the military law of Mackay, and per-
sonal service was admitted ouly 1n 1998,

Nevertheless, in the conrse of time the coalitien was
again  re-established, and in 1900 another anti-Inberal
Ministry, that of Dr. Kuyper, took the reins of government.
This Ministry did a gread deal to repair the iniguitics
committed by the Liberals in dealing with the Christian
parties.  But its principal work wus that of revising
the school law as regards university and primary eduen-
tion. Catholics and Protestants conld not send their
children to the State schools because the so-called neutral
education was, generally speaking, openly anti-religious.
For that reason the two parties decided to ercet private
schools, both for the Protesiants and Catholics.  These
schools, however; received no subsidies from the State; con-
sequently, while supperting their own schools, they had,
like other Netherlanders, to pay their taxes for the public
schools. Kuyper, however, revised the school law, providing
that the universities and primary schools should receive a
subsidy from the State, Private universities hesidoes,
wounld have the power of conferring degrees, which would
have the same civil effects as the degrees obtained in the
State Universitios, )

When this was obtained, Kuyper wanted to propose
s similar revision for the high schools, but before that
the election of 1904 had thrown him out of office.  Dr.
Kuyper was then made the scapegont of the Right, elee-
tors going to the polis erving out, ‘ Down with Kuyper!
The result was that the Left won hy s small majority.
Nevertheless, the Liberal Ministry of de Meester, which tnak
the reins of government, could do nothing with its smail
majority. DBesides, it was made up of men wlo had no

political ability, so that the Liberal party broke into many
factions and on several questions were unable to apree.

The consequence of this was that the de Meester Min-
istry, after a precarious and pitiahle cxistence of three
years, gave way to the Ministry of the Right. But because
Kuyper was so objectionable to the Fiberal party, it did
not seem prudent to put him at the head of the new
Ministry. Mr. Heemskerke sueceeded in forming a Minis-
try which had the complete confidence of the Lijht, and
winell had three Catholic members. At the beginning
Heemskerke had but a smail majority in the house, but
hecanse of his exceptional ability and prudence and vigor,
he triumphed over the first difienlties. In 1908 his position
was notably strengthened by elections for the Lower House
when sixty members of the Right were elected against forty
of the Left, and in the Upper Chamber there were thirty-
two members on the Right and eighteen on the Left. The
first solicitude of Heemskerke was to complete the revision
of the school law for higher education, so that Llke univer-
Ritles and the primary gehools they mighi receive subsidies
from the State. i

WHAT IRELAND WANTS
- —

When Mr. John Redmond, M.P., visited the United
States in the early part of Qectoher lie wrote an article on
the Home Rule question Yor et fure’s Maguazine, which has
been summarised as follows by the frish News: —

The lrish demand is, in plain and pepuar lanpuage,

that the government of every purely Irish affair shall be
coutrolled by the public epinion of Ireland, and by that
alone.  We do not seek any alteration of the constitution
or supremacy of the Imperial Parlianent. We ask merely
to be permitted to take cur place in the ranks of those
other portious of the British Empire—some twenty-eight
It number—which in thetr own purely local affairs are
goveriiad by free representative institutions of their own.
. The moderate, even modest, demand lins its root alike
In historic title and in the utter and disastrous failure of
the attempt since 1800 to govern Trish affairs by a British
majority at Westminster.  Historie title may count for
Little nowadays azainst superior foree, but it is a potent
inthience in the learts of Lrislimen, and zecounts for the
passionate enthusizsm which has cnabled them, in spite of
suflering and disasters perhaps unparalleled in history, to
prezerve unimpaired the sentiment of their distinet” and
separate natlonality.

" History proves Treland’s right to self-gnvernment,’
Mr. Redmond declares: ' but, aside from that, her domand
for Heme Rule also Las its root in the failure of England
ta povern her!’

“What greater test of good povernment is to he found

“than the test of pepulation ” Mr I{N‘!nmnd aska,  *Tn Ire-

land sinee 1841 the population has diminished by 30 per
cent.  Tn 1845 Trefand had three times as many people as
sScotland, and balt as many as FTnglad.  In faet, Ireland
had one-third of the whole population of the United King-
dom.  In sixty vears her pepulation has gose down by four
millions,  Ninety per cent. of those who loft her shores
were between the ages of ten and forty-five.

“Take the test of civil liberty. There has heen a
Coercion Act for every vear since the Euion, and even at
this moment there is in existence on the Statute-hook a

“speelal law applieable to lreland slone, which enables the

Lord Licutenant, . without any check whatever upen lis
arbitrary will, to snspend trial by jury, personal liharty,
freedom of discussion, and the right of publie meeting all
over the country.

¢ There have been sinee the Union three srmed {nsur
rections, and to-day adwittedly the overwhelming mass of
the people are thoroughly disaffecied to the system of
government under which they are enmpelled to live.

The censuy fignres show how Treland's industrial pros-
perity was checked by the Aet of Tnion. The following
is guoted by Mr. Iledmond from the report of the lasg
Censns Commission for Ireland : —° The ntimber of persons
engaged in Treland in the productien and distribufion of
textile falries has fallen away very considerahly durin.g
the past thirtv vears. The totals recorded were, for 1871
183,864, and for 1881 120987, 10 1891 thoere was prnc:
tieally no change at 129994 hut in 1991 the nnmbers em-
ployed had fallen 109,388.°

_ Referring to the returns for the latter vear, the Com-
mussioners obgerve: —' In this marked declijie of over 15%
per cent., the males diminished by 8864, and the fema]-(\;
to the extent of 11,432, Lnoking at the principal textile
manufactures, we find that by far the most important in-
dustry in the eonntry—viz., the flax and linen industry—
has lost over 17,000, nearly one-fifth of its workers, whilae
those emploved in the manufacture of woollen fruod's have
suffered a corvesponding rednetion.’ s

Edneation in Trelaud, Mr, Redmond says,
50 per cent. below the standard of every other Enropean
nation.  Taxation per kead has doubied in 50 venrs, aud the
civil government is the most costly in Furope, i

Per head of the population, the enst of the present
government of Ireland is twice that of England and is far
higher than that of Norway, Holland, Trance, Denmark
,‘gortuaaIT.; ]E-‘-yrt'd(,'né _Tta!lvf 51413.11'11, Roumenia, Bulgnrin:’
iree plir Switzer ! rla- r !
b R.?les.sia.t i, Switzerland, Austria Hungary, Germany,

is admittedly

‘A guid New Year! An’ may ye hao plenty o' Hondai
Lanka Tea tae slocken yer thirst.'

A most arceptable Christmas Box is 2 Box of

Lanks Tes. It gives genuine pleasure and delight. Hondwi



