1670

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Tharsday, October 13, 1910

* Sweet and low’ was beautifully rendered, and Miss Helen
Gard'ner created much awmusement with a sketeh, * The
troubles of a schoolmaster,' in which she impcrsunated in
turn a worried teacher and the various stupid pupils who
did net or wonld not sce the drift of her questions in mental
arithmetie. Mr. Blackman in his own inimitable manner told
some humgrous stories, which caused muel laughter. A vocal
solo by Miss Cicely Gard'ner was much appreciated, and
Mr. Gray, with Miss Helen Gard’ner, sang * The nmbrella
with considerable success. These with other items by the
talented quartet were most enjovable, and were received
with evident favor by the audience. On the whole the
entertainment was one of the best that has been given in
5t Josepl’s Hall for some time, and all concerned in ar-

ranging such an excellent programme are to be congratu-
lated.

Interprovincial

Acknowledgment is miade in the Jatest issued Gazetfe,
ot behalf of the Minister of Waitways, of the sum of £30
forwarded from Christeinrel by $ome person unkiown, as
eotiseicnce monew.

It was reported to the Wellington City Couneil at last
meeting that it was expected that very shortly rauges for
cooking by electricity would he supplied to the public 2t a
cost not exceeding £3 or £6.

Under the new motor car regulations it appears that
all motor cars in Wellington will have to be nmumbered afresh
en a new scheme,  The town elerk stated when the matter
was mentioned at the City Council that no extra cost would
be invelved for the fresh registration.

It is reported that the edueation of a number of ehil-
dron in the Forty-mile Bush is being serionsly interfered

witlt through their having to assist in milking operations.
A case was mentioned in the Magistrate's Court at Master-
ton, in which a boy of twelve years of age had passed ouly
the Iirst Standard.

A wituess stated in the Hawera Magistrate's Court last
week that when lLe paid woney away lie did not take re-

ceipts, “The sooner vou do sn the hetter,” renlied the
Magistrate.  His Worship added that a lot of litigation

in the courts would he saved if people would only take
receipts or keep those given them.

A Nelson settler noticed a large swelling under the
lower jaw of a line Jersey cow, and feared he wounld have
to destroy her.  He consulted ‘a friend, who expressed the
opinion that somv fereign substance had centered the flesh,
and advised fomentations.  The result was the discovery
of a large darning needle firmly embedded, and on its re-
moval the enlargement entirely disappeared.

At the last meeting of the Weber County Council a
letter was received frem Cr. Booth tendering his resigna-
tion, and offering to pay the expenses of elocting his succes-
gor.  He thought any couneilior should do this whes he
resigned before lis term of office expired.  The conueil,
not to be ontdone {n generosity, refused to recoenise the
principle, and gave instructious to have the vacaney filled
1n the usual way.

A good werd was put in for the stoat and woasel by
Mr. W. . Buchanan (Wairarapa) in the House the other
day.  Mr. Field, member for Otaki, had eomplained that
sicats and weasels were destroving his chickevs. This,
Mr. Buchanan eonsidercd, was arrant nonsense. He hlamed
tlie rats, not stoats and weasels.  Mr. Buchanan said that
he had read in the newspapers of stoats and weasols at-
tacking children and lambs, but that was rubbish, and never
took place outside the newspaper columns,

In the course of a diseussion in the House of Repre-
seotatives the other day it was stated that in the twelve
no-license electorates there was a population of 144,984,
with a total consumption of 293,314 gallons of liquor, equal
to just a {raction over two pallons per head. In  the
licensed districts the population amennted te $35,716, and
the consuwption of lHguor was 10,243,760 gallons, being 12
gallons per head—six times es mueh as the amount con-
sumed in the no-liceuse nreas.
crime were fewer in no-leense than in licensed arcas.

Speaking in the House on Friday evening on Mr.
fisher's amendinent on the vote for Parliament huildings,

r Joseph Ward said it was originally decided to have a
parliamentary building scheme that would cost £90,000
or £100,00, but the Wellington members and the Opposi-
tion had been so guilty of misrcpresentation in regard to
what the Government proposed to do and they had such
wild ideas as to the amount of money being expended that
the Government had reeently decided not to carry out its
original programme, and it would now carry out a more
ceonomical scheme.

As an indication of the widesprearl interest which has
been taken in the remarks of Mr. Vo G, Day. 8.M., in re-
gard to liguor in No-license distriets, it max he mentioned
(saxs the Ashburton Meil) that during recess, at a large
school net far from Ashburton, the matter wus keenly
srgved by ten of the pupils, sewe of whom championed
Mr. Day, while some expressed themselves as in sympathy

The eonvivtions for sericus

with the objects of the public indignation meeting held on
Monday. ~ Finally, to settle the matter, children of parents
who kept liquor in their houses agreed to hold up their
hands, and it was found that these predominated by 8 1o 4.

‘There can be no gucestion as to which is the more
valuable of the two individuals as far as this country is
concerned,” remarked the Hon. J. T. Paul in the Legisla-
tive Couneil, when commenting on the fact that a domestie
servant eould get an assisted passage to New Zealand for
£2 16s, whilst a man who wished to Lring his wife our,
after having made a home for her in New Zealand, had to
pay £10. The Hen. Dr. Findlay thought any man whe
wished to bring his wife out to New Yealand would not
have much difficulty in getsing the £10. The fact that
domestic scrvants got passages for £2 106s was no reason
why women coming out to rejoin their husbands should be
given the same coneession.

Referring to the new celebrated anti-tobacce sentence
imipesed by Sir Robert Stout, the dustralesiun says: *No
doubt the facts of the case, as clicited, persnaded the udge
that the prisoner sorely needed tu he made a better man,
and the elements of virtue in Sir Rnbert Stout’s eyes are
carly hours, domestic hahits, and the banishment of pipe
and glass. It is very well from the blue-ribbon reform point
of view, but as a judicial antidote to perjury the preserip-
tion seems a little erude. If the New Zealand Chief Jus-
tice, as a penalty for false swearing, is to enforce compli-
ance with his own personal views ou the subjects of drink,
tobaceo, and evening strolls, what is to prevent other judges
waking their own fads a legal compulsion upon any other
class of offenders? For embezzlement we might easily see
a convicted man bound to a vegetarian dict, a course of
dumb-bells, and the reading of Jeremy Taylor; for arson,
cold baths, camomile tea, and the wearing of a hair shirt
might e the regimen imposed. The whoele idea is clearly
the outeome of judieial eceentrieity, which could not safely
e encouraged or imitated.’

As an coxample of the rise of land values in the city
of Wellington (savs the Post) the renewal of certain leases
on the Te Aro reclamation, authorised by the City Council,
s conspicuous.  Fhe section on the corner of Willeston
and Victoria streets, on which o warchouse stands, is held
on a twentyv-one years' lease, which expires in February
next.  The rent has heen £147 105 per annum.  The
council decided to graut o new lease at a vental of £420
a vear, with rights of renewul for snecessive periods of
fourteen vears in perpetulty st cround rentals to be fixed
by valuation for each peried.  In another portion of the
city—on Lambion guay—the rental for a venewal term of
lease was lnercased 73 per cent. on the present sum.

Lady Islington, in the course of an address at the
opening of the Wellington Art Exhibition last week, said:
* I find myselt wishing that the artists of the present day
were more lile those of a century or two awo,  Their pie-
tures were so finished, their hands so heautifully executed,
men Hke Van Dyek and Sir Joshua Revnolds,  There is
almost too much impressionist worl nowadays, though one
cannot but admire the work of such men as Manet and
Daubigny.  In Paris there is a separate exhibition for
the Impressionist school, and one seey there such vrotesque
pictiures as you can hardly jmagive. A Frenchman made
a bet he would have a picture accopted, painted by «
donkey!  He tied a paint brush te its tail, and tickled
its nose with a thistle.  The tail frisked ahout—the result
was called a seascape, and accepted. [ believe the authori-
tics were very angry when they discovered the trick.” This
15 & true story.’

The New Zealand drill ship Pioneer, now at Auck-
land, was in wireless conumunication with all the vessels
of the fleet in Australia on Saturday night, the field of
operations (says the Auckland correspondent of the Otago
Pty Times) extending round the continent from Adelaide
to Rockhatpton.  Though the Pioneer is fitted with only
a  medium-power apparatus ealeulated on a  500-miles
racdius in daylight, her chief operator (Mr. R, H. Newman)
lins achicved some remarkable results. He informed a
Niar reporter that lie was frequently in touch with Ade-
laide (about 2000 miles), and le had received messages up
to 3250 miles away, thougl it was impossible to despatch
that distance with the Ploneer's instrument.  Using the
2000ft wave length he despatelied columns of news from the
dailies to the Huddart-Parvker Co's steamer Ulimaroa in
the Tasman Sea on Thursday night Jast when the vessel
was nearing Wellington.  He has also been in cenimunica-
tion with the IL.M.S. Makura, houud from Sydnev to Van-
couver.  Messages from the mail-boat ceased on Thursday
night. when she was about 500 miles ont from Fijl.  As
previously stated, the Ploneer was in communication with
all the vessels of the fleet ou Saturday night.  The Fn-
counter forwarded s message at 8 p.m., stating that she
was then approaching Sydney heads. She reported all
woll, and stated furtlier that the sea was calm and the
weather bright and clear.  The Chellenger spoke from oft
Rockhampton, Queensland, reporting an east-north-cast gale
and high sens.  The Cambrian and Promethens were lo-
cated th Svdney Harbor, hut the other warships which
called up did not disclose their positions, though the opera-
tor knows .them to he scattered round the coast between
Svdney and Adelaide.  The greatest distance at which
messages were transmitted was 1700 miles to the Challenger
off Reckhampton.



