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membership was initiated and eight were nominated. The
District Board wrote confirming the appointment of Bro.
', J. Doolan as District Deputy for K'orth Canterbury.
The balance sheet and auditors’ report for the quarter,
which showed the funds to be in a good condition, were
adopted.  Accounts for £45 155 9d were passed for pay-
ment. The anniversary concert committee reported that
an excellent national programme had bheen arranged.

His Lordship the Bishop presided at the annual meet-
ingg of the Cathedrzl Altar Soeciety, the resident clergy
being also present. In response to his Lordship the Bishop’s
invitation, about eighty ladies of the parish attended, and
formed themselves inio a sewing guild and other nseful
seetions for work in connection with the Catliedral and
sanctuary. The amnual repart presented by the sceretary
(Miss Kearney) revealed a wost creditable amount of useful
operations. In an address to those present his Lordship
the Bishop expressed his deep appreciation of the excellent,
painstaking, and devoted work of the members over a long
period, and cordially welcomed the large hody of additional
helpers. He spoke in detail of the privileges with which
membership of the Altar Society was so riehly endowed,
and predicted great results in the interval before the nexs
annual pathering. The present meeting, he said, was one
of the most promising and enthusiastic at which he had
the pleasure of presiding for & considerable time.

A very successful entertaimment was given on last Wed-
nesday evening by the pupils of the Lyttelten Coenvent
School in the local Oddfellows’ Hall, before a crowded
audience. A lengthy programme was rendered, including
the following items: —Chorus, singing class; * The sandwich
man’s greeting.’ by vine beys; trio, Masters T. MeGill, J.
Jacques, and C. Ryan: piane and violin quartet, Misscs
1. Sinclair, T. Lawteld, M. Kennedy, and Master C,
Mazey ; comic duet, Misses J. and M. Tufaro: Irish jig and
reel, four little girls; * Little gipsies’ (action song), little
girls; ¢ Grace Darling?’ (song aud dance), ten girls, :‘C]llll?}-
men,’ by the junior boys; harnpipe, hy eight wirls; ‘Jinmy's
experience,” J. Jaeques; comic soug, by the hoys; Spanish
dance and tableau, by the girls: miniature farce, ‘Aunt
Maxwell's Return,” Misses J. Tafaro, (. AcEvedy, M.
Lufaro, E. Riordan, K. McConville, R, Flyun, K. Sargen-
tina, and M. Rlackler: burlesque, *The Ancticneer,’ J.
Goodman, H. Jacynes, M. Nelson. J. McGifford, L. Veal,
G. Ryan, W. Teomey, . McConville, and C. Wheeler.

Greymouth

(From our own correspondent.)
October G.

A very interesting debate took place in ’T‘rin_ity Hall
last Monday evening between St. Columba Catholic Club's
B team and Trinity B team. The subject for debate was,
CThat Menarchal form of government is preferable to Re-
publicanism.”  The Mayor (Mr. A, C. Russell) uccqpled
the chair, whilst Mr. Wallace, M.A., acted as judge. There
was 2 laroe attendance of members of hoth clubs, and the
general public. The Trinitv team took the affirmative, and
were represented by Messrs. G Hills (leader), W. de Berry,
J. Audrews, and C. Taylor. The St. Columba team took
the negative, and were represented by Messrs, H. M. Mori-
arty (leader), A. MeSherry, C. A, Carmine, and J. O'Don-
nell.  The judge, in giving his deeisien in favor of 5t.
Columba Club, congratulated both teams on the high stan-
dard of the debate, and specially complimented Messrs.
MeSherry and Carmine on their really Lrilliant efforts.

A euchre tournament was leld, in St. Columba Club
rooms last Wednesday eveniug, when there was a large
attendance of members aund their friends. The ladies’
rizes were won by Misses 10, Crowley and N. Duffy, whilst
fessrs, (. Cotter and E. Heaphy accounted for the gentle-
men’s prizes.  After supper was hauded around by the
ladies’ committee, musical items were contributed by the
following ladies and gentlemen:—>Mrs, King and Messrs
Cotter, Barlow, Mullins, Redshaw. Gardner, and Reid. The
president (Mr. &, F. O'Donogliue), 1o thanking those pre-
sent for their attendance, aunounced that the last ewchre
tournament of the season wonld be held in three weeks’
time.

The fuarterly meeting of the Grey branch of the Hi-
Bernian Soclety was held on Thurstday evening.  The })rum-
dent (Bro. W, . Sullivan) occupied the {:hmrr‘. and was
supported by a full :Lttendunyv of officers. There were
about forty members present. The president expressed his
pleasure at seeinpg such a pood astendance, and hoped it
would continue to increasc. The sick visitors reported that
two brothers were still en the sick list, and sick pay was
passed to them accordingly. During t;lm evening, four cau-
didates were proposed. and four initiated. The president
intimated that he harl o very pleasing duty to perform,
and that it was to elect Mr. 7. Bierne, sen., as a life
honorary member for the past services he had rm).dored to
the brauch in conneetion with their sports gathering. Mr.
Bierne was duly presented with a certificate to that effect,
after which lhe returned thanks far the honor the branch
had conforred wpen lim.  The receipts for the evening
ameunted to ahout £18.  Accounts for the past quarter
amounting to £3 19s 8d were passed for payment.

The Famous Paris Hill.

&
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. I climbed the licights of Montmarire (says a recent
visitor to Paris), to sce the great Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, and to get the superh view of Paris which is to be
had from that elevation on a clear day., Montmartre has
great attractions for the Catholic and the Irishman. The
great Basilica, raised to make reparation for the outrages
upon God and His Church committed by the Communists in
1871, is enough to induce any Catholic who finds himself in
Paris to negotiate the many steps that lead fo the top. We
climbed these countless steps because we did not know
till next dayv that there was a tramear at the other side of
the hill!  But what Catholic would net desire to ascend
thie mount, however he got there, and join in the Perpetuanl
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament that goes on by way
of reparation for dark deeds done?

And an attraction for all Irishmen is the old Ceme-
tery of Montmartre, where the remains of popr Pamela
ITitzgerald were first deposited-—after they had narrowly
escaped being lost in the pits where bodies of the poor
and friendless were carelessly Jaid. As many now know,
the remains of the ouce beautiful Pamela were ultimately
taken from Paris to Londen, and buried at Thames Ditton,
opposite Hampton Court Palace, in the same grave with
Pamela’s brother-in-law, a brother of her husband, Lord
Edward Fitzgerald.

But this spot has another and holier source of fame.
Here, it is said, 8t. Denis, the first Bishop of Paris, and
his companicus were martyred in the year 270. Some state
that, from this circumstance, the hill was originally called
Mons Martyrum—the Martyrs' Hill.  Touis VI., in the
middle ef the twelfth century, founded a Benedictine Abbey
upon this spot, to which the Church of St. Peter of Mont-
martre, on the summit of the Lill, belenged. And it is
the memory of a lifetime to adore the Blessed Sacrament
in the great Basilica, and take part in the Reparation that
is there perpetually made. That once should be able to join
with those of countless nationalities assembled in the stately
temple was something to be prefoundly gratefnl for. The
catholicity of the Church was well illustrated by the per-
sons of divers nations who knelt together in the chapel of
the Blessed Sacrament with a commaon faith and purpose.

It was from this elevated spot that the horrors of the
Commune of 1871 commenced. In Mareh the National
Guard, with their artillersy, occupied the heights of Mont-
martre.  On St. Patrick’s Day thev were there, and, no
doubt, on that day the feast of the Apostle of Ireland was
celebrated at the Irish College over near the Panthean.
The next day the insurgents climbed Alontmartre, killed
General Lecorate, and Gencral Clement Thomas, who were
in charge of the National Guard, and seized the guns.
Then began the Communist rebellion, which raged for a
month and a half—another Reign of Terrer, which almost
exceeded in its horrors that of the previous century. On
May 24 the troops disledged the Communists from, Mont-
martre, and directed their suns upon the Cemetery of Perc-
Lachaize and the Hills of Chaumont, where the Communists
had tanken up positions. A public park and a graveyard
were the last places occupied by the Insurgents!

On the top of one of these hills. which are now a public
park, was the place of oxecution in the Middle Ages. In-
deed, it was not till 1761 that the gallows were removed
from Montfaveon. In 1865 a great dust-heap, the resort
of thieves and cut-threats., was converted into a beautiful
park at a cost of three and a half million francs. One of
the strects running up to the park is called the Rue
Cavendish. Whoe was this Caveudish? The Chaumont
Hills were one of the very last places held by the Com-
munists in 1871, They received a ceaseless cannonading
from Montmartre, and at length were driven cut on May

This was not the frst time that Montmartre, with itg
magnificent range ofr the eity, had heen made a battery.
On the second last day of March, 1814, the moeunt was the
scene of the last strupgle between the French soldiers and
the Russian and Prussian allies. The French were de-
feated, and Napoleon went to Elba.

The Ashburton Agricultural and Pastoral Society Tas
decided to ask farmers to co-operate in lighting fires at
dusk during the next fortnight in erder to destroy the
moth of the prass grub. Mr. M. Murphy, speaking to a
Lyttelton Lines reporter, explained that the destructive
insect is wot A& moth, but a beetle, whose scientific name is
Odoutria Zealandia. The Iarvie live In the ground, and
carry on the work of destructien. Tn the third ycar the
chirysalis stage is reached, and in the following spring the
fully-fledized beetle flies about. Iu the adult form the
heetle lives largely on the leaves of plum trees and other
fruit trees. Mr. Murphy thinks that the lighting of gorse
fires will he an effective means of destroying Jarge numbers
of the pests. Tt is somewhat carly to light them vet, Lut
he sugpgests that in a few weeks this step should be taken,

nutnbers of fires being lighted at dusk wlcere the pest is
prevalent,



