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line bidding him come to see her in the afterncon. Of
course he obeyed the summons, thongh he was sure thas
during the appoiuted interview he should hear of lis dis-
missal.  He suflered acutely at the thought of parting
from Caroline, and he now realised the full extent of the
sacrifice he had made. Nevertheless, he was convinced that
Iie conld never have acted otherwise, and that if the ordeal
were to be repeated he must do as he had done. He
stopped at the florist's, and ordered a particularly choiec
bouquet of roses for Caroline, tlinking bitterly that they
might be the last he sheould ever send. Other men were
in the shop huring flowers for other women, and he won-
dered, as be locked at them, if any omongst them were
so sorely tried as he had been.

When he reached the Woodward wansion the plate-
elass windows scemed to stare at him coldly from thetr
polished surfaces, as the world would stave, Arthur thonght,
at an unsuecesstul man.  The palatial mansion frowned as
though he in his poverty lind no right to appreach, and the
ormolu clock, ticking away the minutes, whilst he waited
amongst the gorgeous furnishings of the drawing-room,
scomed to taunt him with his insignifieance.

Caroline came down prescutly, advancing to meet her
lover with both hands outstretehed, ongerly, effusively, with
the lght of 4 genuine welcome in her eyves.  Avthur won-
dered how he could cver give her up or toll the news,
which would he a death-blow to his bopes.  He hegan the
ungrateful task eunscientiously, trying to make his moean-
ing clear withont compromising others.  Caroline listened
with downcast excs, and wie voung lover thought, as jovers
have theught since the world began, that surely never more
charming heing was woeed hy wortal man.

‘Do you care for me g0 very mach?
when Arthur paused in his recital,

COh, darting!” he eried, and his month that had beea
so sternly set during the contest of the previous day
quivered pitifully; * you know that I do.’

“Yet von threw away the chance of making a fortune,
which would have won me.’

Arthur felt that this was the most agonising trial of
all. He could brace himself against the harduess of the
heard directors, the coarse invectives in which a few lind
fudulged, their raillery, their eontempt, their denuncia-
tiong; hut Carcline, in Ter heauty and charm, armed for
conquest, was anothier sort of adversary, against whom his
strength seemed o vain.

‘T am trying to explain, Carrie,” he cried desperately,
“that the secret was too hard to leayn after all, and that 1
found it was neb s0 easy te make millions in a hurry.’

“You found, in short,’ commented Careline, from the
depths of the chair wherein she was enseonced, *that yoo
were willing to give me up.'

“(iod Inews 1 would rather give up everything clse,’
explained Arthur. ) .

CExcept,’ added the giel, with a little Iaugh, "your
scritples.’ o

“Ay lhonesty,” corrected Arthur curtlvy ‘hat it is a
dificult matier for vou to understand, and one whick it is
little use discussing.’

1 helieve vou want to get 1id of me,.” declared Caro-
line, pazing up at her lover with eaper, wistful eyes. The
Jook that Arthwr turned upon lher and the choking veice
in which le strove to protest would bave convinced the
most eynical. Caroline enjoyed her triumpl and the de-
Tight with which she heard his confession 1w & thoroughly
feminine munuer,  The fiush that rose to her checks and
the light to her eves were perilous; indeed, to poor Arthur,
whom she en her part found the mere attractive, that he
mado this zallant stand agatust her influence.

‘1 suppose it isn't too late,” she exclaimed, half jest,
whole carnest, 'to go bLack and tell them that, as you
wanted to marry a very eoxtravagant givl, you must just
this once do like other mon.’

Arthur's Breath eame quickly. The splendid apart-
ment hecame as the beard-room had done, npon the pre-
vious day, close and stifling, and while he felt the fascis
nation of this moedern siren, he was couscious of a sense
of disappointment.  Surcly shre, too, should have seen the
matter as he did, and he might have expected her to aid
him in Wis upward strugele.

Yet when he looked into the eager, childish face, and
met the pleading eyes, he softened towards her. It was
heeause, he told himsclf, that she could net know, did not
wnderstand, that she thus played the role of tempter. 1t
wus to Arthur's cvedit, however, that he never waverea
in his determination. lic was, as a knight, clad i im-
pregunable armor. Ho merely answered her gently:

‘Don’t let us argue, dearest. T guite understand
that you eould not marry a poel man, and you must al-
wavs remember that T don’t hlame you for giving me np.”

"It is vour who are giving me up, Arthur,” protested
tho gitl, “and of your own accord,’ ] o

“T4 is like parting with the hest part of my own life;
Arthur responded ; ¢ T have loved you, Carrie, ever since
T was a little chap gaing aff to college, ;111(_1 vou h’ He
stopped, avercome by the recellection of u little white.rahed
fipure, with blessom trimmed hat, which had waved him a
farewell. . . )

¢1 was just a mite,” Caroline sm.d, and lier voice was
low and theilling with a strong cmotion; ‘1 used to think
you suel a sptendid fellow, and 1 believe T began to love
you then.’ . o o
77 Arthuar caught at this admission cagerly, joyfully, as »
ray of light in thie darkuess; the noxt moment he stiffened

Carolive asked,

and pulled himself together. He had no right even to hear
siich an avowal, and he must at all hazards subdue his
heating lieart and leaping pulses., TFo Carolive he seemed
& very attractive fipgure, as he stood thus, with the new
muuliness and detevmination in his bearing and the signs
of the recent confliet in his worn aud Lkageard face. She
conld mat help thinking that he wgs different from the
padnted simulacra of men she met everv dav in drawine.
reoms, ot those gilded toilers in the finuneial nmrket—p]act(;
whose trinmphs were entirely material, and whe Incked the
moral fihre, She rese from’ her place, trembling, blushing
with o new ardor and a new admiration, and confrontod
j-\'rt'll'mrf‘.\:hm"\- h(,_ \‘\'HS.IIH}].(IJ?.;:.his last stn’n‘d, srasping the
hack of w Sheraton chair for support. There was some-
thing as noble as it was pathetic in bis dumb acceptance
of defeat, wttering ne compluint of the aceny which the
vontlict had cost him, T '
. Caroline extended her hand, and Acthor, foclinge that
1t was in farewell, braced limself to take it in hoth his
own and speak the irrevoeable words of parting.  There
wis an dntervuption, the dum" was thrown open, :'lTld Arthur
}J‘(l‘a‘rd. the genial, Mearty voice of Mr. Woodwurd himself.
he _m‘un,u man's heart sank, he felt searecly equal to any
further contest, and he had lost those last fow ninntes
with Caroline, l
~ o Mro Woedward, slapping Arthur on the hack and seiz-
g Tos hand in a viee-like grasp, cried: * T'm glad to find
thut wvon are your father's son, and as © told this lLittle
#i] heve T dan't care how soom vour enmagoment is an-
nowneed now.’  CBut, but,’ stammered Arthur, L am a
poor man.”  Paverty, he d——d. Yon've wot the sort of
writ Towant in o son-in-law. B 7
Avthur turned his eves upen Caroline, Lowildered, ox-
pectant, vepronchful, us he realised that she had heen
merely playing with him and trying his mettle, ashamed
ton, that he hat ever douhted her and Careline, half Jauehe
ing and half erving, still Leld out her hand-—Apna T
Sadlier, in the Montreal Tribune. S
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 Oid Trish silver plate is one of the most coveted objeets
L the modern enrio world, and examples bearing the 17t]
and 18th centnry hall marks always excite keen biddine
\\)‘hpn they enter the anction room (savs the London Glohe),
Prices ave steadily going up, and s loug as people collect
it i unlikely that there will be wny depreciation.  This
rage for antique silver of Irish munmfacture is due partly to
s scarcity and party to its heautiful workmanship.
oA gaild of goldsmiths was established in Dublin in the
I5th century, but it did not obtain o charter till 1887
when the erowned harp was ordered ns the standard mark.
From 1638 to 1730 three stamps were in use—viz. (1) the
harp crowned, (2) the date letter, (3} the maker’'s mark,
or anitinds. In 1730 a fourii mark was added--viz., the
figure of w woman in a sitting position, with her left arm
resting on a harp aud her right stretched out and holding
an olive braueh, called * Hibernia.' Strictly spenkiup:
this was w duty mark to siguify the new duty of six-
pence per eunee.  These four stamps were increased to five
in 1807, when the sovereign’s head was added to denoto
the raising of the duty to a shilling. The mark “Hibernia®
was not withdrawn with the sovereizn’s head when the duty
ceased in 1890, ) )
Corls, Limerick, and Youghal also claimed tlhe privilege
to assay during the 17th and 18th centurics. Youghal
received authority by charter, hut not the others. A
goldsmith’s guild” was formed ‘at Cork in 1656, and the
society adopted as its mark a five-mastod galleon, set be-
tween two others, ecach representing a castle with a flag-
staff, which appeared in shiclds following the ontline of the
emblem.  This was changed v the oarly part of the next
century for the mark “sterlivg,” which continued to ha
used up to the centnry's close, In 1773 an nssav office and
particn]ar marks—viz., the harp crowned with a har across
the strings~—were granted to a village called New Cenova
near Waterford, in order to cncourage a colony of Swiss
Protestant refugees. The Genevese were mostly wateh-
niakers or goldsmiths. '
The varly Irish silversmiths were magnificent erafts-
men, and toek a peenliar pride in their work., Both the
Thiblin and Cark gnilds were of the highest standing and
integrity, so mueh so that many of the leading familics
appreuticed their younger sons to those sorietios. The
carliest known pieces of Trish silver eomprise churel; plate
tankards. efvie maces, candles, tomblers and lovine cul:s’
puneh bowls, pap hoats, and trencher salts. (.'(mn;issom's,‘
are. hpwever, mast enamored of the bell-shapad cups with
harp-shaped  handles, the tailed spoons, and, ahove all
the famous petuto rings, The latter form an ahsolutoly
upinne ornament, heing o cirenlar stand on which was
placed the wooden bowl contalning the vegetahle, in order
to prevent damage to the mahogany, ’ '
Many of the vings were most elahorately and heauti-
fully pieveed, and chased with reponsse work to represent
pastoral suhjects. The rings weigh from nine mmcn}; to
twenty onnees, and they are thonght to have rost (;1-1'"{_
qally  ahout £10 aplece: For some wvears new thﬁov
liave heen fetching in the salesrcom from €10 to £15 per
ounee, and their avernge value at the present day mn}-pzje

estimated ot £140.



