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ENGLAND—A Priest’s Heroism

Rev, Father White, of Hunslet, wlho at the recent pit
disaster at Oulton risked his life to administer the last
Sacraments to a pit sinker pinned in the dismantled shaft,
was prescuted recently by his admirers with a cheque for
£50 and an Numinated address.  Mr. William Middle-
brook, M.P., o Wesleyan local preacher,
tion; and many Nonconformists and Anglicaus, as well as
Catlolics, attended the function.  The money was mainly
subscribed by the working men of Hunslet; and several of
the survivars of the aeccident were present and spoke in
high terms of praise of the priest’s mullantry.  The action,
declared Mr. Middlehrook, which Father White had per-
formed, was the Leight of pluck, beeanse it was done aiter
he had had time to dwell upon its danger. In arknow-
ledging the gift, Father White modestly declaved that a
great deal too much fuss had heen made of his action,
which at the time and sinee he looked dpen simply as an
ordinary act of a clergyman’s duty.

A Munificent Gift

The Duke of Norfollk has presented a large honse and
eronnds at Kirkbedge in Yorkshire to the Order - { the Peer
Clares.

FRANCE -Samples of French Justice

The following (remarks the Cathelic Weekly) are a
few specimens of the brutal treatment meted out by the
French Gavernment to women who profess Cashalicism,
and devote themszelves to spiritual or corperal woras of
merey for the henchit of their countrymen. Faie nuns
af the authorised congregation of 8t. Aune, belonging to
Saumur, were summoned by a doctor, of Douai, t2 muie
some patients in his hospital.  They were hereupon pro-
seruted hy the Publie Prosecutor for the new erime of ‘re-
constituting a religions congregution.”  The question to bhe
decided by the magistrate at Douai was whether going to
nurse sick persons in a dactar’s house amounted to founding
an establishment,  The Douat eourt—and commou sense—
replied in the negative.  But o higher court reversed this
righteous deeision of the lower, and inflieted a fine of six-
teen franes on each of the nuns!  The latter then =ap-
pealed to the Court of Cassation.  The appeal was re-
jected ! Quite possibly, a court of appeal in some other
part of France would have decided in the nuns’ favor. For,
as we have hefore pointed out in these columus, 1n matters
affecting Catholic interests, the courts of J'ranee are not
ruled hy justice hut hy the degree of anti-clevieal, ov
masonie, animus and inflience prevailing in the distriet.
Another story of brutality to devoted women comes to s
from La Chapelle-sur-Blogrmel,  Two nuns  of the 1foly
Chost, who lhad heen teaching children and vursing the
sick poor for mare than forty years, were victims of this
act of hrigandape.  Their house was hroken into foreibly
by wendarines, Jed by a civil official.  These wretches hroke
the windows and forced open the doors.  One of the Sis-
ters, afflicted with heart complaint, fell fainting into the
armg of the official burglars.  Words are inadeguate to
characterise sueh inhuman acts as ther deserve.  And this
is AL Brisnd’s method of fappeasement’!  Our diserect
Cdailies ' do not consider such trifles worth recording,
But if such things were done, sav, to Xvangelieals in
Catholic Spain, what thiek and thrilling headlines would
adorn our press columps!

Increase of Crime

ior same years past crime has heen alarmingly on the
increase in Franee {savs the Cailolic Times). DL Briand
has evidently hegun to recognise that firmness shonld be
displaved in suppressing it, for hy his opposition ta. the
oraunting of an amnesty he has been earning the denun-
ciations of lids old Socialist companions. i
whether sternness on the part of the authoritics will be a
sufficient remedy.  The rising gencration have little re-
ward for Inw or order, and have recourse to deadly weapons
in their encounters with the police. When the Apache
Tiabeuf was exeeuted smnething like an insurrcetion was
threatoned,  The streets in the vieinity of the place of
executicn were {ull of angry, menacing crowds.  Alany of
the men were armed witht revolvers and nives, and in an
attack on the police one officer was stabhed in the throat.
Since then the Apaches have rencwed the onslanght on
tho police. A young man_sch upon a policemsn in Bue
Avhry lo Doucher and tried to stab him, in order, as he
said, to avenpe Liahenf.  When the policeman had dis-
armed hig assailant he was attacked hy two youths with
hammers.  QOther Apaches soon appearcd on the scene, and
betwoen them and six gendarmes whe eame to the polize-
man's reseue there was a fierce strnggle in which kaives
were used and some of the officers of the law wero mjured.
What with outhreaks of vielence, poisenings, and the mus-
appropriation of funds by officials, Irance 1s rapidly sink-
ing in the moral seale.

ROME—Holland and the Holy See

The nature of an assurance given to the Queen cof
Holland on hehalf of the Holy See relative to the Ency-

wade the presenta- .

The question 1s -

clical FEditee Seepe has been incorreetly represented in a
telegram cireulated hy a news agency (writes 2 Rome cor-
respondent).  The Agenzin Stefoni recently communicated
the following to the press: * The Charge d’Affaires of the
Holy Sce, Monsignor Giovannini, on Julv 6 directed
a letter in the nume of the Pope to the Ioreign Minister
asking him to declare to Queen Wilhelmina that the Pope
learued with great regret of the crronrcous interpretation
given in the Low Ceuntries to his Toeyelical Edita Seepe.
Monsignor Giovannini deeclares in his lettor the Pope de-
sires to assure the Queen that he had ne intention what-
ever of ofiending the Princes of the House of Orange or
the non-Catholic subjects of her Majesty.” After the ap-
pearance of the telegram it was thought well at the Vati-
can to investigate the matter. The conseguence was a
denial that any siuech letter had ever been written.  The
following (tolkken from the Official Journal) was sent as a
reply by the Agenzie Sfefunr: * By order af the Cardinal
Seeretary of State, in the same of the Pope, the Charps
A" Affaires of the Holy See on July 6 informed the Foreigna
Minister—requesting him to make 1t known to the Queen
—that his Holtness learned with rezret of the inexaet tuter-
pretation giveir in Holland to the Enexclical Editfe Saepe,
that his Holiness regretted to fnd that in consequence of
this interpretation some words of the Enevebical had made
a painful impression on her Majesty, and that his Holiness
wished to state there was ne reference in his words to the
Princess of Orange-Nassau ov the non-Catlolic subjects cf
ler Majesty.”  This differs from the communication given
by the Agenzio Stefawri, inasmuch as no reference is made
te a letter.  Next day the Osservafore Romanns published
tire authentic cerbal message delivered to the Minster, [t
runs thus: The Holy Father expresses surprise and regret
that althongh e mentioned no prinee, peaple, nov the non-
Catholie subjects of any country in partienlar of the time
of St. Charles, and espeeially after the general deelaration
made in the Quserecfore Homawo, the intentlon of offend-
g the Queen, the Princes of Orange, or the non-Catholie
subjects of Holland, could he attributed to hun? This,
then, was the real message which Cardinal Merry del Val
orderwd to he conveyed verhaily to the Fareign Minister,
and whiclt had been distorted.

Departure of Students

One of the sights of the Eternal City calenlated to
dicate the power and universality of the Clmreh (writes
a Ree eorrespondent under date July 1), is that of the
students of the foreign nativnal colleges as they hurry daily
to and from the nniversities, wheve thev attend lectures.
White, black, and Lrown, they total some thousands, repre-
gsent cevery oivilised nation awd o few uncivilised ones,
from Nerway to Sonth Airiea, and are all filled with the
Lope of returning in o fow years to their native cities,
monntaing, or prairies as pricsts of the Catholic Church,
This week Rome has lost the interesting concourse of young
men, the students having left wntil Octeher for their moun-
tain vilias or the sea-shore.  The Kovth Americans, Scotel,
Propagandists, and Enphsh have left for their  houses
amoung the Alban Hills: the Tvish College and Irish Domi-
nicans are in Tiveli; and here aud there throusgh 1taly the
French, Spanish, Portuguese, Beleian, Bohemian, Maro-
nite, Armenian, German, South American, Canadian, Leo-
nine, Caprawenn, and varioug othee colleges ave scattered
to avold the heat of the cities and pass the vacation.

SCOTLAND —Death of a Convert

The denth eccurred al Cramond Mouse, Midlothian, on
July 12, of AMrs. Crajgie Halkett, wife of Licut.-Colonel
Craigic Halkeit, of Cramond and Harthill. Mrs. Craigio
Halkett was the danghter of the late Duncan Davidsoun,
of Tuolloch, and Mon. 1lizabeth Maedonald, daughter of
Godirey Lord 3acdonald, and berame a convert to the
Catholic {aith more than thirty years ago, of which she
bas ever since been o faithful adherent, and a diligent ob-
gsorver of all pions practices—her sure support in the $rials
of lifo and hor sweet consolation In the hour of death,

Charitable Bequests

Catherine Jane Brownlee, of Merrvlee House, New-
lands, Glaszow, whose wil hag just bheen proved at £22,040,
Ieft £IR00 to chavitics, including €300 cach to the Ifran-
cisean Convent, Chavlotie street, Glascow, and the Confer-
eace of St Vineent de Paul Seciety, St Joseph's, Glasgow,
:nind shounld her cstate be suflicient, a further £4300 to other
charities.

SPAIN—The Religious Crders

From the mectings, specches, newspaper ardicles, and
reporis of the Spanish anti-clerieals (says the Catholic
Times) one would be led to infer that Spain had within its
coufines a comparatively lavper numher of religious than
any other land, and that by devoting themselves to business,
they entered seriously inio competition with business men.
What ave the faects?  According to statisties published in
1604 there were then in the eountry only 10,630 monks, who
resided in 597 establishments. The nuns were more nume-
rous, tliere being 2656 convents, with 40,030 inmates. But
for a Cathelic country such as Spain the number in ecach
case’ was moderate.  All the nuns devoted themselves to
teaching and charitable work. Of the 597 convents of
monks only eighteen engaged in labors which would come
under the titles of industry and commerce. In all tha



