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a lot of the conflicting elements that had been existent inthe Empire. He had been a true gentleman, and it was
certain that no subject had ever looked upon a better kingthan Edward VII. His death had come at a critical time.
In the days of an Imperial democracy King. Edward had
by his great powers made himself beloved and respected
as a Sovereign and a man, and it was to be hoped, for thesake of humanity, that the fruits of his reign would not bedestroyed by the actions of unwise people.

At his special Mass the Rev. Father Daull, of the Afri-can Missions, spoke also appropriate of the occasion. Hereferred to the admirable manner in which the late Kingpreserved the entente cordiale with foreign nations, par-ticularly with France. The sad event of the death of KingEdward had plunged the British Emp;re, but not only so,but the world at large, into mourning. By his death Eng-land had lost one of her greatest kings. His was a short
reign compared with that of his revered mother, QueenVictoria, but it was throughout benign and peaceful. Nosooner had the late King succeeded to the throne of hisfathers than his subjects realised that in him they possessed
a Sovereign endowed with the qualities of tact, prudence,and wisdom in the highest degree. To-day, through hisinfluence, the most friendly relations existed between Eng-land and the Powers of Europe. The late King entertainedthe highest respect for the religious convictions of his Cath-olic subjects, and the work of the Church prospered at homeand throughout the dependencies of the Empire during his
reign. &

DUNEDIN.
The Hibernian Defence Cadets paraded on Sunday

morning with the Battalion at the Garrison Hall andmarched to the Octagon with the companies that attendedchurch parade at Knox Church. From the Octagon theyproceeded to St. Joseph's Cathedral, where they occupiedthe seats reserved for them close to the sanctuary. Ponti-fical High Mass was celebrated by his Lordship the Bishopand the occasional sermon was preached by the Rev. FatherU Keilly,lll the course of which he said it was fitting thathe should voice the feelings of sorrow caused by the newsthat had reached them on Saturday week. We might stillbe said to be staggering under the blow of the King's deathIt was as yet impossible for us to realise exactly how muchthe death of King Edward VII. meant. Of this at leastwe might be sure, in his late-lamented Majesty the worldhad dost a great monarch, the Empire a good and wiseruler and all his subjects a kind friend and father. Thesewords might well be applied to the late King. His lifewas gentle and the elements so mixed in him that Naturemight stand up and say to all the world, 'This was a man! '

Ihe preacher concluded by exhorting the congregation notmiihtV l,,p C JUrch^ lth%Vffei^lg "P a that theremJHescendon King Edward's successor the Spirit ofl*od—the spirit of eae and goodwill—so that he too might
" «ft C

«

0B ?£ t 0 he -known by the title so honorably2? hls
f

atherthe title of the Peacemaker. At theconclusion of Mass the organist, Mr. Vallis, played Chopin's'Funeral March.' The Cadet officers present were Lieu-tenants Callan and Keligher.
Lawrence.

ft +ldtv' Patrick '8 Ch"™h, Lawrence, on Sunday, May
&.«. -7 eVi Mgr - ? Lear y. in referring to the King'sdeath, said: Only two short weeks ago he was dining with&ba

een
statesmen and diplomatists; since which time hehad been travelling from country to country carrying outhis Royal function for the benefit of Empire and tie goodlh2rt" .-. » M said that the late Boer War hastenedthe death of his august and venerable mother, Queen Vic-WltihVlt- n ° do?,bt owing to his great diplomacyShortl? aVhIS re grettable war was brought to a closeehortly after he ascended the throne. He was a great
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aild' humanly Speakin S' ** is to be deploredSS *S ? taen
1

away at a time when his great wisdom?ememb;Tthat&acy Was S 0 sorely needed, but we S3remember that God's ways are not our ways and submissively bow to the will of the King of Kings. To theBoers who were erroneously looked upon as our naturalSETS ™ r S
v.-alIays a true

.
friend, and it is recognisedMS his humane influence to grant Home Rulenfn?J n?#fn - a *h "S cement the bond of friendship andunity of Empire m a way that speaks volumes for his wise

bot
8 statesman«hiP-
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God -grant that his succes!SSn'iS & George may have the unique privilege of con-ferring the same honor on Ireland. . . This el-eat Ki Pnghas been called by public men Edward the Peacemaker, ftitle he has justly earned by his wise laws and prudentstatesmanship Apart from his kingly power he was agreat personality and as such brought to bear wisdom andknowledge of men and nations that has done incalculablegood in the cause of the world's peace and progressIndependently of his exalted position of King in which 'hisrule was wise, prudent, just, great, and progressive, hewill be missed by the masses of the people nearer Hometor his philanthropic and charitable works, as he was atall times a friend to the poor and needy. To his sorrowingQueen-wife and family our hearts go out in sympathy andcondolence in their sad and sudden bereavement, and wepray God to comfort and console them in their dark hourof sorrow and affliction.
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o 'clo^k.^ on Suilday (says the GoreStandard) the Rev. Father Delany, preaching on the day's

festival, referred to the death of the King. Catholics (hesaid) mourned in common with others the greatest King of
modern times. The King had great wisdom and tact, and
possessed in a pre-eminent degree the gift of diplomacy,lhat was exercised continuously in the direction of peace.That was one reason why Catholics, in common with others,should deeply regret his death. Another reason was that hewas a very tolerant King. Although compelled to form-
ally take the Accession Oath in a form insulting to Cath-el'es, there was every reason to believe that he did so un-willingly. Many of his most trusted friends were greatprelates and prominent members of the Church. Anotherreason for loyalty among Catholic Irishmen was his greatsympathy and friendship towards Ireland. All classes inthat Old Land mourned his loss, and their fellow-countrymenhere did the same. In this country the grievances whichbeset the Old Land were unknown, consequently Catholicand Irish colonists were among the most loyal of the King’ssubjects. In the spirit of the festival of Pentecost »easked his congregation to pray that the Holy Ghost might
xu* x

gTT^ reng^ib a
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n 4 help to the Queen Mother in her trouble,that He might bring wisdom and spiritual strength to thenew King that his reign might be long and like that of his

father be marked by justice, tolerance, and peace. Thelate King had earned the name of the Peacemaker, and whenKing George died might such a glorious title be his also.

Diocesan News
ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

(From our own correspondent.)
~

, . May 14.
. ,e May devotions at the various Catholic churches
in Wellington are being well attended.

At the initial meeting of the proposed Boys’ Club atihorndon, held on Friday, there was a fair number present.
,

The Very Rev. Dean Regnault, S.M. (Provincial), is in
w 6,,.

aY a6 8 Bay district, and is expected to return toWellington at the end of the month.
The St. Anne Cadets will hold their first parade inuniform on Friday, and the first church parade on Sunday111
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11 all the cadets are requested to approach theHoly table.
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The following are the officers of . the newly-formed StStanislaus Conference : —President, Mr. AH. Casey; vice-president, Mr. J W. Callaghan • secretary, Mr.

’

JohnMcGowan; treasurer, Mr. J. Webb.
The usual quarterly conference of the Deanery of Wel-lington was held in the schoolroom, Lower Hutt, on Wednes-aay. _ Ihe Very Rev. Dean McKenna, Masterton, presided.About twenty visiting priests were present. The Rev

year
161 " Herbert was appointed secretary for the ensuingyear. •

°

T. nAt the usual weekly meeting of St. Vincent’s Guildheld on Friday evening in St. Patrick’s Hall, there was a
air attendance of boys under the supervision of members ofthe St. Vincent ,de Paul Society.. The guild is increasing

in numbers weekly. *

At the monthly meeting of the men’s branch of theSacred Heart Society (St. Joseph’s), held last Sunday,there were about 100 members present. The Very Rev-Father O Shea, S.M., V.G.. preached an instructive ser-mon. Before Benediction five new members were enrolledin the society.
On Wednesday night at the St. Patrick’s Hall a verypleasant gathering, held under the auspices of the Welling-ton Catholic Club, took place. The entertainment took theform of a progressive euchre party, in which a fair number

CaH Pf|ff8ed ’ THe PriZ6S W6re W °n by Miss Hyde and Mr-
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: Rodgers, treasurer of the H.A.C.B. SocietyLower Hutt, has resigned his position, having been an-pointed assistant master of the Upper Hutt State SchoolHe leaves to take up his new duties on June 1. Mr. Rod-gers will be much missed at the Hutt, where he is veryP °‘Pk t
having been a most enthusiastic footballer and

-o a
f«rtnigbtly meeting of the Hibernian Society (St1 atnck s branch) was adjourned as a mark of respect tohis late Majesty King Edward VII. after the followingresolution was carried: —‘ The members of the Wellingtonbranch of the Hibernian Society express their deepestsorrow at the untimely death of his Majesty King EdwardVll., and desire to tender their heartfelt sympathy toQueen Alexandra, King George, and all the members ofthe Royal Family.’

x Jbe Vincent de Paul Society is increasing through-out the Dominion. A conference of the society was openedlast week at Wairoa (Napier district), when sixteen activemembers joined. The conference at St. Patrick’s Collegewill be opened next Sunday afternoon, when the election ofofficers will take place. Besides the above it is expected


