
A PASTORAL VISIT
HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP GRIMES IN WESTLAND

Considerable space is devoted by the Hokitika Guardianof May 5 (writes our Christchurch correspondent) to an
account of the visitation of the South Westland portion of
the diocese by his Lordship Bishop Grimes. As previouslystated (says the Guardian) his Lordship Bishop Grimes, ac-
companied by Rev. Father Hyland, left Hokitika in thesteamer Jane Douglas on Wednesday, April 20. The jour-
ney down was a very pleasant one, and after going on with
the steamer to Jackson's Bay and staying a night at anchorat Open Bay Island, the settlement of Okuru was reachedon Friday, April 22. Here a stay was made till the follow-
ing Monday morning. The whole of the residents of thesettlement turned out in full force to welcome the visitors,who were the guests of Mr. J. Cuttance at his homestead'and their reception there was of a most hospitable nature.The settlers of the district for twenty miles -around came
in to attend the services that were held during the visit.The schoolroom was found too small for the services, andthe public hall which had been tastefully decorated for the
occasion was then utilised. On Sunday morning Mass wascelebrated, and afterwards nineteen candidates received theSacrament of Confirmation. The Bishop referred in specialterms to the good work among the children by Mr. A. J.Saville, who was giving them a splendid education. Theweather during the stay was perfect, with one slight excep-tion, a little light rain falling one morning. Thanks to thekindness of the owner, Mr. Molloy, and Captain Vendore,of the Jane Douglas, who went to a considerable amount
? trouble to make the journey as enjoyable as possible, his.Lordship and Father Hyland were enabled to again join thesteamer at Okuru and journey to Bruce Bay, thereby savinsa long, wearisome horseback ride from Okuru to Bruce Bay
health™ & trying journey to those in the strongest of

xi.
On arrival at Bruce Bay on Monday night, April 25the settlers were present in full force to meet his Lordship'In landing by means of the surf boat, at the landing placeMr T. Condon drove into the surf right up to the surfboat, and the visitors were enabled to get into the con-veyance without even getting their feet wet. They werethen driven out to Mr T. Condon's homestead at Mahitahia stay being made there until the following Wednesday!Instruction to the children was given by Rev. Father Hy-land until Wednesday morning. Services were held eachfiXJI a™ Wedlesda corning ten candidates were con-S2X a a n apea i Was also made on behalf of the Cathe-dral tuna, and it was very generously responded to aBimil
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°f r^ 01ile Was P rese«ted by the settlers to hisLordship in which they expressed their great pleasure athis presence once more in the district, and their hope thatat an early date his Cathedral would be free of debt andready for consecratmn. They likened his Lordship to theApostle of the Gentiles, who braved the perils of sea andland to dispense the consolations of Holy Faith to themembers of his flock scattered in the remote districts of thediocese. The
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settlers who were prevented by the floodsfrom putting in an appearance at the morning servicesmanaged to get in during the afternoon owing to the riverssubsidmg a little, and they 'assisted in the devotions thatnight. On the Monday morning after Mass, Confirmationwas again administered to those who were prevented fromattending on the previous day. ...

After Mass on Monday morning, May 2, the northwardjourney was continued The travellers“had a fairly goodtrip.
,

The rivers, including the Little Wanganui, weresomewhat highland there were a number of minor wash-outs caused by the floods. On the way the ravages of thestorm of a month ago were very noticeable in some placeslarge areas of bush being wholly uprooted by the force ofthe wind. Mr. J Adamson’s comfortable homestead atHan Han was reached in good time and a stay was heremade, every possible comfort and attention being given0n Tuesday morning considerable doubt was felt as to thepossibility of crossing the Big Wanganui river, and had itnot been for the assistance received at the : hands of Messrs.J. Diednch and H. Hende they would not have been ableto have crossed the river so soon. Mr. Diedrich and FatherU Connor took the conveyance over and H. Hende ferriedthe Bishop, and Father Hyland across by boat. The onwardjourney was then continued, a stoppage being made atMr.. Urquhart s for lunch, a considerable improvement beingnoticeable here since the last visit. The party then pushedon, and though the Mikonui river was in flood, Ross wassafely reached that (Tuesday) night at 6 o’clock, after avery trying day.
General Impressions.

Commenting on the visit generally, his Lordship ex-pressed his great satisfaction, which had proved very con-sohng to him, to find the intelligent way in which thecandidates for Confirmation had answered the various ques-tions put to them. He recognised that this was largelydue to the care and attention of the Sunday school teachersand the settlers, and' the organisation of the catechismclasses by the priest in charge of the extensive districtwhich was by far the largest in the whole diocese. Theteachers deserved every praise for their devotedness ,andthe careful manner in which they : attended to their goodwork. He had been deeply impressed (his Lordship con-tinued) with the loyalty of the settlers to their faith, andthey showed they deeply appreciated that treasure whichhad been handed down to them. Describing the sceneryof South Westland, his Lordship referred to it as incom-parable in beauty. He had been all over the world, buthe had rarely seen anything to equal those vast forests’, thesnow-capped mountains, and the picturesque lakes whichare' to be seen on all sides in the southern district. Amongthe many improvements noticeable since his visit nine yearsago there was nothing, continued his Lordship, that hadproved such an immense boon to the settlers as the extensionof the telephone to Okuru. The value of this conveniencecould hardly be estimated, and in many ways it was dailyproving its great value. Personally, he would never havebeen able to have gone through the district with . suchdespatch but for the telephone, which was invaluable totravellers in obtaining information as to the state of therivers on their difficult journey. The people of the wholedistrict highly appreciate the convenience. Since hislast visit he had found many of the roads much improved.There were still a great number of requirements neededby the sturdy settlers of South Westland, who deserved
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Lanka Tea. It ‘A Quid New Yearl’ An’ may ye hae plenty o’
Hondai-Lanka Tea tae sleeken yer thirst.’


