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BELGIUM —Missionaries in the Congo

The missionaries of the Belgian Congo, in a lsetter
which has been made public, state that 325 missionaries and
130 Sisters are devoting themselves to the work in the
Congo, where, at present, there are 85,270 Christians and
74,080 catechumens,

CANADA—The Eucharistic Congress

The finance committee of the Montreal Eucharistic Con-
gress, of which Sir Thomas Shaughnessy and Mr. Ro_dolphye
Forget are joint chairmen, at a meeting in the Archbishop’s
palace appointed a sub-committes for subscriptions to de-
fray the expenses of the Congress. About seventy leading
Catholic laymen were present. It was agreed that one
hundred thousand doilars would be the cutside limit_of the
estimated expenses. Of this sum about twe-thirds ha_s al-
ready been subscribed. The Sulpiciang have given 23,000
dollars, Lord Strathcona 5000 dollars, his Grace the Arch-
bishop of Montreal 5000 dollars, the Congregation of Notre
Dame 5000 doliars, and other direct contributions to his
Grace amount to 25,000 dollars.

A New Diocese

His Holiness Pius X. has ratified the decision of the
Consistorial Congregation, which, on the recommendation of
the Bishops of the Feclesiastical Province of St. Boniface,
Canada, has created a new diocese at Regina, and also an
Apostoliec Vicariate at Keewatin.

ENGLAND—Invitation Accepted

The Archbishop of Westminster has accepted an invi-
tation to attend the coming Eucharistic Congress in Mon-
treal. His Grace will travel out in the same ship as Cardi-
nal Vannutelli, who will again he Papal Legate at the cere-
mony. =

Catholic éuccesses

As a result of the I.C.C. electicn, London Catholies
have secured three representatives on that body: Baren de
Forest and the Hon. €. Russell gaining seats in the South
of London, while Mr. Mathew secured election in St.
George’s in the East, in which division another Catholic
candidate—Mr. J. W. Gilbert—was defeated,

Westminster Cathedral

His Grace Archbishop Bourne has reccived a communi-
cation containing a promise of £1000 towards the extinction
of the debt of £6000 on Westminster Cathedral, on condi-
tion that the remaining £5000 is provided hy the end of
April.

FRANCE—Liquidation Scandals

In Paris early in March took place the arrest of M,
Duez, the judicial liquidator who had charge, among other
affairs, of the liguidation of several large religious asso-
ciations. He is accused of misappropriating large sums
(says the Catholic Timesd, M. Duez was brought before
M, Albanel, the examining magistrate, and charged with
grave embezzlement. 3. Lemarquis, another judicial liqui-
dater, has been entrusted provisionally with M, Duez's
duties. M. Duez was succeeded in March, 1909, by two
other liquidators for the winding up of several religious
congrepgations, but he still held the post of judicial liguida-
tor to the Seiné Court. He had asked for several delays
in presenting his accounts. The Tewm ps declares that the
common law liguidations laid before M. Lemarquis on Mon-
day night showed a deficit of £50,000, and that in the
matter of the religious congregations, which M. Lemarquis
had not yet had time to examine, M. Duez had admitted
8 deficit of £200,000, An order of the court replacing
M. Duez in his_post as liguidator of religious congrega-
tions was preceded hy a letter from M. Duez asking te
be relieved of his duties owing to ill-health. B. Duez was
asked for explanations, and he deeclared that within twenty-
four hours he would produce the money he was charged
with embezzling. He did not keep his promise, and was
subseguently arrested. It is now ceonclusively proved that
M. Duez’s deficit amounts to five million francs. He attri-
butes his defaleations to unlucky speeulations on  the
Bourse.

Anti-Catholic Tactics

It might be imngined (remarks the Catholic Times) that
having succeeded in_ imposiug a fine on Cardinal Lugon
for having signed thé joint Pastoral Letter against the
‘ neutral’ schools, the supporters of the French Government
would not fear a discussion in the Chamber on the ednca-
tion question.  The Paris cortespondents of the daily
papers, however, inform us that it is a subject which they
are anxious, at almost any cost, to avoid, When the
House, having passed the Budget, decided to devote two
days to the discussion of the school laws, many members of
the Ministerialist party indulged in violent protests,
Scuffles took place on the floor of the Chamber, and one
member hroke his desk to use the pieces as drum-sticks,

Cardinal Lugon has addressed to the Frenckh public a |

. peaple.

message to the effect that neither penalties nor trials will
deter the bishops from the discharge of their duty; for
they feel they must obey God rather than man. It is
pretty apparent that his Eminence, wha, had he conseuted,
would have received ten times the amount of the fine irom
generous fellow-countrymen, has inspired his ocpponents
with fear by his indomitable spirit. The Catholics of
France will, it is to be hoped, not only defend their pre-
lates with vigor, but will also during the approaching elec-
tions carry the war into the enemios’ camp.

Secularising the Churches

The destruction of the parish ehurch at Grisy-Suisnes,
in the Brie district of the Departiment of Seine-et-Marne,
I'rance, through the action of the municipality, elicited
from M. Maurice Baryis a few months ago a publie protest
in the form of an open letter to the P’remier, hy means
of which attention was ealled to the danger that in mauny
parts of the country Catholie conpregations may he deprived
of places of worship and churclies may be demalished by
municipal hedies hostile to Christisuity. M. Barrés, at
the same time, pgave natice of au interpellation on the
subject in the Chamber {says the Cathulie Limes).  As the
interpellation cannot come up during the present legislative
period M. Briand has sent M, Barrés a long communication
in reply to his letter. The elections heing close at hand,
M. Briand uses soft words. 7The churches, he argues, are
in no danger, because now, as under the Coygordat, they
cannot be secularised Mless public worship has ceased to he
celebrated in them for a period of at least 5ix months.
Yes, but the uncertainty of the congregations as to whether
they shall he permitted to retain possession of the churches
effectually checks the flow of siubseriptions for the purposes
of repair. Fabrics are accordingly falling gradually intoe
decay, to the delight of secularising municipalities, wha
i this fact discover tsheir upportunity. Despite M.
Briand’s plausible phrases, thero is good reason to suspect
that their sentiment is shared by the Government,

ITALY—Centenary of the Late Pope’s Birth

Though the centenary of Pope Leo XITI. was observed
on March 2 in Milan and Rome, the celebrations were
naturally mere enthusiastic in Carpineto, the family seat
of the Peceis, for Italians never forget an illustrious fellow-
townsman.  For an heur the bells of Carpiueto rang out,
priar to the assembling of the people in the largest chur:h
to listen to an account of the childhood of Leo X1II. Be-
neath the statue erected to that Pontiff the members of the
Pecei family were seated. So moved were the audience
by the discourse on the Pope that they finally found it too
difficult to restrain applause, with the Tesult that the entire
body rose to their foet with the ery of “¥iva Leone XIIT!’
at the conclusion of the lecture. Tn the evening the people
marched n processional crder through the town, which was
brilliantly illuminated and decorated with banners, carrying
torches, amid the strains of music and scenes of intense
enthusiasm.  In addition to the telegrams received from
several Cardinals, bishops, and other notabilities throughout
Ital)_*, & message came from the Holy Fathér, through the
P}edmm of Cardinal Merry de] Val. It ran as follows:

The Holy Father, pleased with the filial pratitude shown
to-day by the people of Carpineto to their illustrions fellow-
citizen and munificent benefactor, Leo XIII., cordially
blesses them and the clergy who in the oceasion will find a
new reason for devetion to the Vicar of Christ.’

ROME—The Sultan and the Secretary of State

His Majesty the Sultan of Turke has conferred upo
the Papal Secretary of Stato the Grgnd Cross of the ]I]ml}
prerlal Order of Osman. On several occasions Mahomet
V. has been heard to _express admiration for the husiness
capacity and diplomatic skill of Cardinal Merry del Val.

Sicily’s Verdict on Vatican Work

Much has been said and written cn the work don

the Holy Iather for the benefit of the orphans and sgr'}')is-r
vors of the Calabrian and Sicilian earthquake of 1908
that made two cities things of the past, but it is to Sicily
t i te idea of what Pius
. has done for that region and jts people (says the Rome
correspondent of the Catholie Times).  The Giornale di
Sietlia gives us the verdict of the southern journals and
Speaking of the aid afforded by the Vatican in the
first hour of trial] the Sicilian paper says: ‘Perhaps never
!1as a work heen'done with sich rapidity and so unceas-
inply, and mever hag succor becn given in such silence
While at Rome Government, munieipal, and pPrivate com.
mittees contended in miserahle fussiness ahout the sur-
vivars and wounded; while the means of Lelp were hein
dlsoussed,_ arguments raised, and plans confused, the Vati.
can lospices noiselessly opened their Zates. We saw thig
with our own eyes, Just as others have seen arise in Sieily
and Calabria, as if by magie, numberless refuges for the
wonnded, the orphans and religions persong churped with
their care. And all was done without clamor, Thanks ta
the order and silence observed, the work of succor performed
by the Vatican has been executed with such celerity and
efficacy.”  In reference to the action of the Pope in pub-
lishing a balance sheet, the Palerma Journal goes on to
say that nobody ever expected his Haliness to go to such
trouble, but as the step has been taken, the example might
he opportunely fallowed in other quarters, €



