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ARMAGH—Very Old Butter

workmen empleyed hy the Irish Peat Development
Comrll;glely‘ at De:'rylahd,y near Portadown, dug up in the
moss a cask of butter, which must have lain erl‘nhedded in
the peat any time from 500 to 2000 years. The butter,
whigh is in a fair state of preservation, is enclosed in a
firkin hollowed ocut of a tree stump, and covered hy a
lid having a neatly worked handle carved out of the same
picce of wood as the lid. TFor the find a very large price
has already been oftfered.

CORK—Warm Appreciation

Mr. F. W. Mahony, Blarney, Cork, ‘in forwarding a
subscription of £20 to the Parliamentary Fund, has written
in warm appreciation of the action of Mr. Redmond and
the Irish Party.

A Destructive Fire

’ A very destructive fire broke out early in March at
Castle Freke, near Clonakilty, County Cork, the residence
of 8 leading family, the existing representatives being Lady
Carbery and her son, aged eighteen years. It s a very
big pile of buildings situated reund an_ extensive court-
yard. At the time of the outhreak, which was at first
noticed at ¥ o'clock in the morning by the Galley Head
coastguards, the Castle was in the cccupation of the stew-
ard and his wife. In a short time the entire roof was
alight. The farm laborers and attendants employed on the
estate, to the number of thirty, were soon on the scene,
and fire appliances, with hose and a good water supply,
were put into immediate eperation, but 1t was evident that
the fire had such a hold of the upper premiscs, \\'hﬁ)l'O it
broke out, that there was little chance of saving the Castle.
Thoe employrees rescucd valuable property in the shape of
- antique furniture, paistings, and the tapestrics, These
were chiefly on the ground floor, and the salvage was
most successful, Ineluding a valualle Vandyxcek, which las
been an heirleors of the family for generations. A great
effort was made to save the natable oak-room, a spacious
chamber built of solid oak, where the pictures and tapes-
tries were located, but berond the rescue of the mest valu-
able pictures the efforts of the helpers were unsuceessful,
and the magnificent hall was completely dostroyud‘, inelud-
ing a beautiful organ which has been m Castle Freke for
many years. The Cork Fire Brigade were summoned from
Cork, and they rendered some good service. but the destrye-
tion of the Uastle was complete, and nothing now remains
but the bare walls. The fire iy attributed to a defective
flue. It is assummed that some of the old timber joists,
which usually find their way into these flues, got gradually
imited and led to the cnnﬂam'atim}. The loss is estimated
at £25,000, which is covered by insurance. There was a
valuable collection of silver, which was stored in a strong
Toom on the ground floor, and this was intact. .

DUBLIN—A Distinguished Scientist

The deatl is announced of Dr, Edward Perceval Wright,
FR.CS.L, JP., ¥.L.S.,, which oceurred at Trinity Col-
lege, where he continued to reside after resigning the Pre-
fessorship of Botany in 1904, Dr. Wright, who died 1t
the advanced ape of 76 years, was a very well-known publis
man, who will be remembered by Nationalists as the founder
of the Irish Protestant Home Rule Association, a man who
adhered consistently and conrageously to his Nationalist
principles, while to_the learned world Dr. Wright is known
as a man of the highest scholastic attainments. A native
of Dublin, Dr. Wright was associated with Trinity Collego
thronghout his carcer.

A Canard

On March 8 a most influential and representative mect-
ing of citizens of Dublin assembled in the Round Room
of the Mansion House in response to a circular issued
by the Lord Mayor in connecetion with the Parliamentary
Fund in Dublin. The Lord Mayor presided. The pro-
ceedings were private, and numerous letters were read
enclosing subseriptions. Sergeant, Mqrmrt_v, K.C., wrote
enclosing a cheque for £235. In opening the procecdings,
the Lord Mayor stated that the ohject for which he had
called that meeting was to inaugurate in the City of Dublin
a colleetion for the Parliamentary Fund for the year 1910
in response to the appeal of the National Trustees. A
resolution was proposed by Surgeon MacArdle, seconded hy
Lorean Sherlock, T.C., and unanimously adcpted, strongly
pledging the meeting to support the Irish Party, and cor-
dially approviug of the party’s action tunder Mr. Redmond’s
leadership.  The collections from the city wards announcerl
at the mceting amounted to over £1000. © Mr. Josepl: Dev-
lin, M.T>,, in supporting the resolutions, said he wasg proud
to be there that night to witness as fine a manifestation of
public spirit and National confidence as it had cver heen
his good fortune to expericnce. He had heen engaged in
National work in every part of the English-speaking world;
and never had he scen sucl prompt and nohle penerosity.
He was amused by the statement that had appeared 1n
some of the papers that cvening that there were *differ-
ences of opinion’ existing between leading members of the

Irish Parliamentary Party in regard to matters of National
policy.  This was a fizment of a disordered imagination.
Mr. Redmond spoke for the Irish Party; and Mr. Dillon,
Mr. O’Connor, and himself were absolutely in agreement
with Mr. Redmond in that policy. Mr. Redmond spoke
not only for Mr. Dillen and Mr. O'Connor, but for every
member of the Irish Party, who realised that not only was
the course e adopted wise and statesmanlike, but that he
had handled the Parliamentary position with mapnificent
skill, and had raised himself higher than ever in the osti-
mation of the Irish people.

An Appointment

Bir Thomas Myles, M.D., B.%., has heen appointed one
of the honorary surgeons to his Majesty in Ireland, in room
of the late Sir William Thomson, K.C.B., M.D. Sir
Thomas is the son of Limeriek and Tipperary parents, and
is 53 years of age. He is a member of the Council of the
Reyal College of Surgeons, in which he is a Professor of
Pathology; was appointed house surgeon of Steeven’'s Hos-
pital in 1881, and was secretary to the Dublin Hospitals
Commission in 1885. He was also examiner to the Conjoint
Board of the Royal Colleges for several years.

A Well-known Business Man

The death on March 3 of Sir Ralph Cusack at lis
residence, Furry Park, Raheny, removes ane of the best
known figures in the commereial life of Dublin, Born in
1822, he lived his long life in Dublin, and took = prominent
part in many public movements. He was ehairman of the
Board of Directors of the Midland Great Western Railway
Cempany of Ireland from 1866 to 1804, when le retived.

Temperance Legislation

The Workmen’s Temperance Committee Leld a mecting
on Suuday, March 6, to demand the closing of licensed pre- -
mises on St Patrick’s Day. Father Alpheusus, 0.5.¥.C,,
I a stirring speech, which was enthusiastically received,
spoke of the former legislators of our conutry, who were so
famed for their wisdom, and although their enactments
formed the hasis of the wisest laws over made in civilised
communities, ¥ot our present-day minsters did not consider
that we were it or wise enough to indulze in the oxperiment
of law-making. Had we the power of making laws, there
would have heen ue necessity for that meeting.  Resolu-
tions affirming the necessity of elosing licensed Liouses on
St. Patrick’'s Day were unanimously adopteds

School Extension

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin presided on Sun-
div, March 3, over a mesting held in St. Joseph's Church,
Glasthule, with the object of raisivng funds for tho crection
there of new national schools. The Very Rev. Canon
Murray, P.P., havipg made a statemoent showing the nrgent
necessity for better scheol accommodation for the ehildren
of the parish, speeches in support of the object of the
meeting were made hy Mr. J..J, Clancy, Q.C.; M.P., the
Solicitor-General, Mr. T, J. Brady, M., and others.
The Most Rev. Dr. Walsh, in putting the resolutions from
the chair, said that of all the parochial work that could be
set on foot in a district such as that he knew of none so
mmportant, or that lhad so strong a elsim on the practical
svmpathy of the Bishop of that or anw other dincese, as
that of providing sufficient and suitable selhoo! accomneds.
tion for the children, especially for the children of those
who, if left unaided, would he unable to provide that
accommadation themselves. Having paid & warm tribute
to the generosity of those whu contribunted their pennies
weekly, often out of their peverty, to the work of religion
and_education, his Grace subscrilbed £100 to the building

fund, and said he hoped to give avother £100 before the
waork was finished. -

FERMANAGH—A Long-lived Family

Michael Keenan, who is 101, and his son Patrick, 75,
reside at Parsons Green, Newtownbutler, County .er-
managzh.  Both are old-age pensioners. They come of a
long-lived family, an uncle having died at the age of 115,
The elder Keenan, who is deaf, hut otherwise in possession
of his facultics, took the Father Matliow pledge in 1843.

GALWAY_—The Bishop of Clonfert

Tle Right Rev. Dr. Gilmartin, Bishop of Clonfert,
paid his first official visit on March 6 to the parish of
Ballinasloe, where he was presented with a number of ad-
dresses.  In the course of an eloquent speech his Lordship
seid he believed in the poliey of supporting a pledge-bound
party in the Housc of Commons, wha should of course take
cognisance of the views and sympathies of their constitu-
ents.  He was not going to sit 1in judgment on the sup-
porters of the few Independent Nationalists who had broken
with the Party. It did not become a nevice to lecture
his elders.  But he would say it was a nity that all honest
Itishimen did not see their wey to fall into line with the
National forces and lend te their ranks the solidarity
and power of a disciplined organisation. Dealing with
the language movement, he said lie was not gong to assuma
that anyhody present would maintain that the Irish lane
guage should not he tanght in their elementarry, sccondary,
and University schools. ~ He thought the governors of tle
National University had made very gencrous provisions
within their means for the higher teaching of Irish subjects.



