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Irish News
ARMAGH—Very Old Butter

The workmen employed by the Irish Peat Development
Company at Derryland, near Portadown, dug up in the
moss a cask of butter, which must have lain embedded in
the peat any time from 500 to 2000 years. The butter,
whiqh is in a fair state of preservation, is enclosed in a
firkin hollowed out .of a tree stump, and covered by a
lid having a neatly worked handle carved out of the same
piece of wood as the lid. For the find a very large price
has already been offered.
CORKWarm Appreciation

Mr. F. W. Mahony, Blarney, Cork, in forwarding a
subscription of £2O to the Parliamentary Fund, has written
in warm appreciation of the action of Mr. Redmond and
the Irish Party.
A Destructive Fire

A very destructive fire broke out early in March at
Castle Freke, near Cionakilty, County Cork, the residence
of a leading family, the existing representatives being Lady
Carbery and her son, aged eighteen years. It is a very
big pile of buildings situated round an extensive court-
yard. At the time of the outbreak, which was at first
noticed at 7 o’clock in the morning by the Galley Head
coastguards, the Castle was in the occupation of the stew-
ard and his wife. In a short time the entire roof was
alight. The farm laborers and attendants employed on the
estate, to the number of thirty, were soon on the scene,
and fire appliances, with hose and a good water supply,
were put into immediate operation, but it was evident that
the fire had such a hold of the upper premises, where it
broke out, that there was little chance of saving the Castle.
The employees rescued valuable property in the shape of
antique furniture, paintings, and the tapestries. These
were chiefly on the ground floor, and the salvage was
most successful, including a valuable Vandyck, which has
boon an heirloom of the family for generations. A great
effort was made to save the notable oak-room, a spacious
chamber built of solid oak, where the pictures and tapes-
tries were located, but beyond the rescue of the most valu-
able pictures the efforts of the helpers were unsuccessful,and the magnificent hall was completely destroyed, includ-
ing a beautiful organ which has been in Castle Freke for
many years. The Cork Fire Brigade were summoned from
Cork, and they rendered some good service, but the destruc-
tion of the Castle was complete, and nothing now remains
but the bare walls. The fire is attributed to a defective
flue. It is assumed that some of the old timber joists,which usually find their way into these flues, got gradually
ignited and led to the conflagration. The loss is estimated
at £25,000, which is covered by insurance. There was a
valuable collection of silver, which was stored in a strong
room on the ground floor, and this was intact.
DUBLINA Distinguished Scientist

The death is announced of Dr. Edward Perceval Wright,
F.R.C.5.1., J.P., F.L.S., which occurred at Trinity Col-
lege, where he continued to reside after resigning the Pro-
fessorship of Botany in 1904. Dr. Wright, who died it
the advanced age of 76 years, was a very well-known public
man, who will be remembered by Nationalists as the founder
of the Irish Protestant Home Rule Association, a man who
adhered consistently and courageously to his Nationalist
principles, while to the learned world Dr. Wright is known
as a man of the highest scholastic attainments. A native
of Dublin, Dr. Wright was associated with Trinity Collegethroughout his career.

A Canard
On March 8 a most influential and representative meet-

ing of citizens of Dublin assembled in the Round Room
of the Mansion House in response to a circular issuedby the Lord Mayor in connection with the Parliamentary
Fund in Dublin. The Lord Mayor presided. The pro-ceedings were private, and numerous letters were readenclosing subscriptions. Sergeant Moriarty, K.C., wrote
enclosing a cheque for £25. In opening the proceedings,the Lord Mayor stated that the object for which he hadcalled that meeting was to inaugurate in the City of Dublin
a collection for the Parliamentary Fund for the year 1910in response to the appeal of the National Trustees. Aresolution was proposed by Surgeon MacArdle, seconded byLorcan Sherlock, T.C., and unanimously adopted, stronglypledging the meeting to support the Irish Party, and cor-
dially approving of the party’s action under Mr. Redmond’s
leadership. The collections from the city wards announcedat the meeting amounted to over £IOOO. Mr. Joseph Dev-
lin, M.P., in supporting the resolutions, said he was proud
to be there that night to witness as fine a manifestation of
public spirit and National confidence as it had ever beenhis good fortune to experience. He had been engaged inNational work in every part of the English-speaking world;and never had lie seen such prompt and noble generosity!
He was amused by the statement that had appeared insome of the papers that evening that there were ‘ differ-ences of opinion ’ existing between leading members of the

Irish Parliamentary Party in regard to matters of National
policy. This was a figment of a disordered imagination.Mr. Redmond spoke for the Irish Party; and Mr. Dillon,
Mr. O’Connor, and himself were absolutely in agreement
with Mr. Redmond in that policy. Mr. Redmond spoke
not only for Mr. Dillon and Mr. O’Connor, hut for every
member of the Irish Party, who realised that not only was
the course he adopted wise and statesmanlike, but that he
had handled the Parliamentary position with magnificent
skill, and had raised himsfelf higher than ever in the esti-
mation of the Irish people.
An Appointment

Sir Thomas Myles, M.D., 8.5., has been appointed oneof the honorary surgeons to his Majesty in Ireland, in roomof the late Sir William Thomson, K.C.8., M.D. SirThomas is the son of Limerick and Tipperary parents, and
is 53

,

years of age ‘ He is a member of the Council of theRoyal College of Surgeons, in which he is a Professor ofPathology; was appointed house surgeon of Steeven’s Hos-pital in 1881, and was secretary to the Dublin HospitalsCommission in 1885. He was also examiner to the ConjointBoard of the Royal Colleges for several years.
A Well-known Business Man

The death on March 3 of Sir Ralph Cusack at his
residence, Furry Park, Raheny, removes one of the bestknown figures in the commercial life of Dublin. Born in1822, he lived his long life in Dublin, and-took a prominentpart in many public movements. He was chairman of theBoard of Directors of the Midland Great Western Railway
Company of Ireland from 186& to 1904, when he retired.
Temperance Legislation

The Workmen’s Temperance Committee held a meetingon Sunday, March 6, to demand the closing of licensed pre-
mises on St. Patrick’s Day. Father Alphonsus, O.S.F.C.
in a stirring speech, which was enthusiastically received,spoke of the former legislators of our country, who were sofamed for their wisdom, and although their enactmentsformed the basis of the wisest laws ever made in civilisedcommunities, yet our present-day masters did not considerthat we were fit or wise enough to indulge in the experimentof law-making. Had we the power of making laws, therewould have been no necessity for that meeting. Resolu-tions affirming the necessity of closing licensed houses onat. Patrick s Day were unanimously adopted*.
School Extension
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race the Archbishop of Dublin presided on Sun-day, March 3 over a meeting held in St. Joseph’s Church,Glast mile, with the object of raising funds for the erectionthere of new national schools. The Very Rev. CanonMurray, .P., having made a statement showing the urgentnecessity for better school accommodation for the childrenof the parish, speeches in support of the object of themeeting were made by Mr. J. J. , Clancy, Q.C., M.P., the
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0 Most Rev. Dr. Walsh, in putting the resolutions fromthe chair, said that of all the parochial work that could beset on foot in a district such as that he knew of none soimportant, or that had so strong a claim on the practicalsympathy of the Bishop -.of that or any. other diocese, asthat of providing sufficient and suitable school accommoda-tion for the children, especially for the children of thoseulio, if left unaided, would be unable to provide thataccommodation themselves. Having paid a warm tributeto the generosity of those who contributed their pennies
weekly often out of their poverty, to the work of religionand education, his Grace subscribed £IOO to the buildingfund, and said he hoped to give another £IOO before thework was finished. «

FERMANAGH—A Long-lived Family
Michael Keenan, who is 101, and his son Patrick, 75,reside at Parsons Green, Newtownbutler, County x er-managh. Both are old-age pensioners. They come of aking-lived family, an uncle having died at the age of 115.A} 1® eldei Keenan, who is deaf, but otherwise in- possessionof his faculties, took the Father Mathew pledge in 1843.

GALWAY—The Bishop of Clonfert
The Right Rev. Dr. Gilmartin, Bishop of Clonfert,paid his first official visit on March 6 to the parish ofBalhnasloe, where he was presented with a number of ad-dresses. In the course of an eloquent speech his Lordshipsaid he believed in the policy of supporting a pledge-boundparty in the House of Commons, who should of course takecognisance of the views and sympathies of their constitu-ents. He was not going to sit in judgment on the sup-porters of the few Independent Nationalists who had brokenwith the Party. It did not become a novice to lecturehis elders. But he would say it was a pity that all honestIrishmen did not see their way to fall into line with theNational forces and lend to their ranks the solidarityand power of a disciplined organisation. Dealing withthe language movement, he said'he was not gong to assumethat anybody present would maintain that the Irish lan-guage should not be taught in their elementary, secondaryand University schools. He thought the governors of theNational University had made very generous provisions

within their means for' the higher teaching of Irish subjects.


