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other Catholic imagines that an inanimate object, such as
a veil, could, in and of itself, avert a great disaster, his
‘friends cught to inform him without delay that ¢ our Empire
has got institutions’ for cases like his.

*

So far from authorising or sanctioning such

superstition, the Catholic Chureh strietly and  ex-
pressly  forbids it. Thus, in  her catechism for
children —used in  Catholic  schools throughout the .

world—she teaches the child as fellows: —° Q. Are we fou-
bidden to honer the saints? A, We are ncet forbidden to
honor the saints, if we only honor them as God’s spccial
friends and faithful sorvants, and if we do not give them

supreme or divine honor, which belongs to God alene, Q..

Do Catholics distinguish between the honor they give to

God and tle honor they give to the saints when they pray -

to God and the saints? A, Catholics distinguish betwecn
the honor they give to God and the honor they give to the
saints: for of God alone they heg grace and mercy, and of
the saints they only ask the assistance of their prayers.
Q. Is it lawful to recommend ourselves to tho saints, and
to ask their prayers? A. It is lawful to recommend our-
selves {0 the saints, and to ask their prayers, as it Is
lawful, and a very pious practice, to ask the prayers of
our fellow-creatures on earth and to pray for them.” So
much fer the saints: now as to their relies. Q. Why do
Catholies honor the relies of the saints? A, Catholies honor
the relics of the saints, because their bodies were the
temples of the Holy Glost, and will be honered at the last
day and will be glorified for ever in leaven. Q. Are weo
then to pray fo the images and relies of the saints? A. Wao
are not to pray fo the images and relics of the saints; for
they have neither life nor sense, nor power to hear or help
us."  That is the belief of Catholies everywhere—held hy
young and old alike, 1f, instead of advertsising his ignor-
ance in the daily papers cvery time he comes across a Cath-
olic practice which he does net understand, ¢ Anti-
Superstition’ would invest in a penny catechism it would
add hoth to his knowledge and to his humility. One of the
common ways by which it is usual to honor relics is te
have them ecarried in religions processien. In the case
under discussion, assuming the cablo to he correct, the veil
of St. Agatha—wlho was born in the neighhorhood of Fina,
and whose prayers it has long been eustemary to invoke in
time of such disasters—was so earried.
#*

To the very plain and clear catechism statement—
quoted above—as to what Catholies do, and do not, believe
regarding relics, it is only necessary to add that Catholics
helieve also that it having pleased God in the past to make
use of such ohjects as instruments for performing great
works, and imparting great henefits to His people, they
are to he treated with respect, and with au hunible hope,
that as God has been pleased often to employ them, so He
may again. It is to he noted that the benefit conferred is
referred wholly to God, so that the idea.of superstition is
absolutely excluded. Now, we do find that God has made
use of sucl: nstruments hefore.  Passing over—owing to
considerations of space—the weighty, and indeed over-
whelming, testimony of tlie Iathers, we confine oursclves
for the present to the clear and unmistakable Seripture
evidence on the question.  And in order to leave sceptical
Protestants without a loop-hole of eseape, our quotations
shall be from their owun Autherised Version of the Bible.
In the Old Law, God raised up a dead man, hy his coming
in contact with the hones—relics—of one of his prephots.
2 Kings, 13th chap., 21st verse, says: ‘ Aud when the man
was let down aund tonched the hones of Llisha, he revived
and stcod up on his feet.” What did God thorehy shaw,
but that the hones of His saints were sometimes giftod by
Him with a supernatural power. We read that a woman
was cured who merely touched the liem of our Saviour's
garment, without His exercising any act of His will.  Jfart.
Oth chap., 20th and 22nd verses: ‘Aud she touchod the
hem of His garment and the woman was made
whole from that hour’ We read, again, that healing
virtue was hestowed oven hy the shadniwe of St. Peter.  defs,
AGth chap., 15th and 16th verses: Insomuelh that ther
brought forth the siclk into the strects that at the least
the shadow of Peter passing by, might overshadow sonie of
them.” Had our Westport wiseacre been present on the
occasion he would, no doubt, have hrayed out ‘ Supersti-
tion’!  Nevertheless, referring to the whale multitude of
the sick who came to the apostles, verse 16 savs: *And
they were lLealed overy ane.”  Finally, we read, that 1HpoN
handkerchiefs which had touched the hody of St. Paul, heing
taken to the sick, the latter were instantly restored to
health. Aets, 19th chap., 11th and 12th verses: < Aund God
wrenght special miracles hy the hawd of Paul, so that from
his body were hrought unte the sick, Nandkerchiefs and
aprons, and the diseases departed from thenmi, and the evil
spirits went out of them.” These examples prove, heyvond
all possible question, that it has pleased God to make use

of the relics of His saints as instruments for His greatest
\vonderls. Here is the foundation of Catholic faith and
Catholic practice. We have the express authority of God,
that He has chosen, in the past, to make use of thess means;
and, consequently, there can be no superstition in the belief
that He may use them so again.

*

The authorised teaching and practice of the Church,
then, with regard to relies, is simple, reasonable, and abso-
lutely Seriptural. ‘We are asked,” says the Westport
writer, ‘to believe that a high dignitary of the Church, &
Card_inal no less, one whe may yet he Pope and claim the
all_egmnce of millions of people, hag gone out with a woman's
veil and hopes to stop the mighty outpouring of that Italian
voleano.” Not so.  We are asked to believe, as St. James
(Protestant version) puts i, ‘that the effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man’~—or woman— availeth much.’
and that the means which God has used in the past to per,'-
form wonders and confer benefits, He can and may use to-
day. After a letter full of wild and foolish writing, the
Westport seribe strilees the inevitable pious vein. ‘I know
I voice the sentimeut of all Christians when I say that
had Cardinal Nava gone out in fajth and \vith‘praye;
to supplicate the Divine Mercy, and to ask for a cessation
of the ruin and disaster caused hy the velcanie eruption
Le would have been joined in that prayer by everyone.;
' Arnti-Superstition’ may make his mind quite easy. If
Cardinal Nava went out at all, nothing is more certain than
that he and his fellow-Catholics went out in precisely the
spirit deseribed, and in no other. In conclusion, the next
time ‘Anti-Superstition’ sets out to wantonly attack the
religious beliefs of any section of his fellow-citizens, we
suggest that e shonld take his courage in both hands and
sign. his name. The man who conceals hig features hy a
mask, and shoots frem helind a hedge, is a fairly frequent

character, hut he has never yet suceeeded in getting the
warld to respect him.

Notes

Fresh Air in Church

‘With the return of winter, there is danger that
people will deprive themselves of the henefits of fresh air,’
remarks the Cuthelic Sentinel. There is grave dauger to
the public health in compelling a crowd of people to breathe
again and again the same impure atmosphere. Specinl care
should be taken to veutilate Catholic churches, becnuse they
are vecupnied for a much longer period on Sunday than nre
other churches. It is not unusual for a Catholic churech
in the city to be occunied pretty constantly from 6 o'clock
in the morning until noon or later. Under such civenm-
stances the proper ventilation of the church is a matter
that requires considerable attention.'

Mr. Redmond’s Generalship

Mr. Redmond is winning .gn]detl opinions on every
hand for the level-headedness and tactical skill he has dis-
played in the various eritical junctures that have arisen
siuce the election. His latest admirer is the London Npec-
tator, which pays him a notable trihute, According to
the cables, the great Unionist journal declares that from
the standpoint of tactios * it is compellod to take off its hat
to Mr. Redmond., It is 5o small achievement to have
lassooed the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, bitted
and -bridled him, jumped on his back, and ridden him quiet

and tame round the parliameutary arena.’
®

With some of the English papers and politieians Mr.
Redmond’s success is rather a bitter pill. One disgusted
mewmber deseribes Mr. Asquith as “an obedient slave,” and
the Lol Mall Guzeite aches to think that the Frish Party
should be able to * compel an Fnglish

rovernment to serve
it on bended knee.’

But whether the tribute he given
willingly or unwillingly, there is general agreement with the
dietum of the Freeman’s Journal that *Mr. Redmond has
wan all along the line, aud has not merely preserved un-
hroken, hut strengthened and cemented, the league -
eratic forees now preparing to fight t(; a ﬂli(i‘:flw o e

their here-
ditary focs,’

The Inventor of the Mono-Rail

Mr. Louis Brennan, inventor of the Brennan tarpedo
and the mono-rail car, is a native of Castlebar, County

J. TAIT, Monumental Sculptor

272 Cashel 8treet, Christohurgh
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Manufacturers and Importers of Every Desoription

snd other stones,



