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have riddled again and again. Let us briefly consider the
Knox Church minister’s siatement in detail. With regard
to the alleged prevalence of immorality prior to the Re-
formation, we remark—(1) That Protestants only injure
their cause by exaggerating, as Mr. Davies does, the evils
that had previously existed, seeing that, as we shall in a
moment. show, the Reformers are unanimous in their testi-
mony as to the subsecquent deterioration in the morals of
the people—Luther often remarking ¢ that the lest state of
things was very much worse than the first.” So that the
more darkly controversialisis paint the pre-Reformiation
period the blacker the post-Reformation picture becomes.
And (2) Unless Mr. Davies can show that the Church
sunctioned immorality, and that the people, in their im-
morality, were acting in gecordance with the dectrine and
teaching they received, lie proves nothing as apainst the
Church. 1f, when he asserts that *the Christian Clareh
had divorced morality from religion,” Mr. Davices means
that the Church actually and formally appreved immorality,
the statement simply is not true. If Mr. Davies ouly meaus
that the people were immoral in spite of, and in opposition
to, the teaching of the Church, then his quoted statement
is a further example of his careless inaccuracy in expres-
sion, and—it is pointless.

*

In regard to the statement that ©the Reformation re-

stored the Bible to the people,” we have only to say that

never was there a fable more ntterly groundless nor more
easily exposed. Before Luther’s pretended discovery of the
Bible, the Catholic Church had printed cver 100 editions
of the Latin Bible, which means many thousands of copies;
and it is to be remembered that in thesc days all who
could read, read Latin, and even preferred to read a Latin
Bible rather than one in their own language. In German
there were 27 editions before Luther’s Bible appeared. In
Italian there were over 40 editions of the Bible before the
first Protestant edition appeared. There were fwo in Spain
by 1515. 1In French there were 18 editions by 1547;
the first Protestant version appearing in 1535. As to
England, 8ir Thomas More, referriig to a supposed law
forbidding any English version of the Bible, says that it
is unnecessary to defend the law, ‘for there is moue such,
indeed. . . For you shall wunderstand that

the whole Bible was long before Wyclifie’s days hy vir-
tuous and well learned men transtated inte the Tnglish
tongue, and by good and godly people and with devetion
and soberpess well and reverently read.’ (More’s Dic-
logue; ap. Gasquet, Kve of the Reformation, p. 209).

*

Out of a mass of authorities available we quote the
following—all nan-Catholies—who literally pole-axe  the
musty legend that the Reformation ‘restored’ the Bihle
te the people:-—1. The Pratestant Chureh Times, July 26,
1878, says: ¢ This eatalogue (of Bibles in the Caxton Bx-
hibition at South Kensington, 1877) will he very useful
for one thing at any rate, as disproving the popular be
about Luther finding the Bible for the first time at Eriurt,
about 1507. Not only are there very many editions of the
Latin Vulgate (i.e., the Bible in Latin, the very thing
Luther is pretended to have discovered), but there are
actually nine German editions of the Bible in the Caxton
Exhibition earlier then 1483, the year of Luther's bivth,
and at least three more before the end of the century.” 2.
The @uarterly Ieview (Oetober, 18749 says: ‘ The notian
that people in the middie ages did net read their Bibles
1z probably exploded, except among the more ignorant of
controversialists. The notion is not simply &  niis-
take, it is one of the most ludierous and grotesque hlunders.’
3. Dr. Maitland, another P’rotestant, says: ‘The wrilings
of the Dark Ages (i.c., the middle ages) ave, if T may use
the expression, made of the Seriptures. 1 do not merely
mean that the writers constantly quoted the Seriptures, and
appealed to them as authoritics on all n('r-nﬁinns—lt}_mu_gh
they did this, and it is a stroug proof of their familiarity
with them—but I mean that they thought aund spoke and
wrate the wards, the thoupghts, and phrases of the Bible,
and that they did this constantly and habitually as the
natural mode of expressing themselves. They did it, too,
not exclusively in theological or ceclesiastical matters, hut
in histories, hiographies, familiar letters, legal instruments,
and documents of every description’ (Dark  Ages, No.
XXVIL). 4. Dean Hoeok, an unimpeachable Anglican
witness, declares: ¢ It was not from hostility to a translated
Bible, considered abstractedly, that the conduct of Wycliffe,
in translating it, was condemned. Long hefore his time
there had been tramslaters of Holy Writ’ (Lives of the
Archbishops of Canterbury, Vol. 111, p. 83.). 5..And Mr.
Karl Pearson, whom no one has charged with hnvm,:__,v Cat}}-
olic leanings, hears this emphatic testimony: * The Catholic
Church has quite encugh to answer for; . . but in
the fifteenth century it cerfainly did aot hold hack the
Bible from the folk; and it gave them in the vernacolar
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a long series of devotional works, which for language and
religious sentiment have never been surpassed. Indeed, we
are ‘inclined to think it made a mistake in allowing the
masses sich ready access to the Bible, 1t ought to have
recognised the Bible once for all as a work absolutely un-
intellizible without a long course of historical study; and
so far as it was supposed to he inspired, very dangerous in
the hands of the iunorant’ (deademy, August 7, 1886).
Thus—out of the mouths of non-Catholic authorities—is
effectually disposed of this pions figment that the Catholic
Churceh throughont whole eenturies had Lkept the Bible away
from the people, and thai the blessed Refnrmntir}p had
“restored !’ jt.
*

Fqually bascless, and equalty diseredited, is the vener-
able myth that ihe Reformation Iy “restoving’ the Word
of "God *puritied the land.’ Here again our only ome
harrassment is the muliiplieily of witnesses who might be
ealled in support of onr contention, and we will have to
he content withh making a seloction. To begin with, the

s testimony of the Reformers themselves, over and over again

repeated, is in flat contradiction to the Knox Church min-
ister’s  statement. ¢ Rverything s reversed,”  laments
Luuther; “the world wrows every day the worse. for this
teaching; and the misery of it is, that men arve nowadays
maore coretous, more hard-heavted, more corrupt, more li-
cealions, aud more wicked, thon of old wunder the papacy’
(quoted in Dillinger's The Leformation, Vel. 1., p. 297).
*Our evangelicals,” he deelares, ‘are now sevenfold more
wicked than they were before, In proportion as we hear
the Gospel, woe steal, lie, cheat, gorge, and commit every
crime,  1f one devil has heen driven out of 115, SevVen worse
ones have taken their place’ (JLid p. 285). ‘ Sometimes,’
he adds, ‘this makes me so impatient that I often wish
these hogs were still under the tyranny of the Pope. For
It 1s impossible that these Gomorrall people should be ruled
in the peace of the Gospel. ANl vices have become so
comnmon that they are no longer reputed such.’ But it
may be said that this is but the rhetorical exagperation to
which Luther’s vehement temperament led him.  Well, * the
mikl Melanethon,” as his admirers call- him, was not given
to the use of strony words.  Yet this is his statement: * The
morals of the peeple, alk that they do and all that they
negleet to do, are becoming every day worse. Gluttony,
debanchery, licentionsness, wantonness are gaining  the
upper hand mere and more among the people, and in one
word every one does just as he pleases’ (quoted in Déllin-
ger's e Reformetion, Vol 1., p. 885)  “The Elbe, he
decelares, “with all its waters, could net furnish tears
errongh to weep over the miseries of the distracted Reforma-
Lion’ (#pest,, Libo 11, Bp. 202). Calvin very unwillingly
makes a similae acknowledgment. Writing to Melancthon,
he sa f1t s of gread importance that the divisions which
suhaist among ws should not be” known in future ages; for
nolliing can he morve ridiculous than {hat we who have been
compedled to make a separation from the whole world should
have agrecd so ill amongst ourselves from the heginning
of the Reformation’ (Celvin te Melunclhon, Fpist. 141).
Soo far from the religious dissensions of the Reformed
diminishing as time went on, the very reverse was the case,
as s testihed net only by contemporary writers, bui also
by such unexeeptionahle Protestant historians as Ranke,
Hallum, ote. The latter writes: ¢ Thus, in the second
peviod of the Reformation, those ominous symptems which,
had appearcd In its carlier stage, disunion, wirulence,
bigetey, inlelerence, far from yiclding to any benignant
inthwence, yrew wmore ineeterate and fncurable’ (Hisfory
of Literature of Kurope, Parvt 11, ch, 1., s. 2. And as
a last and luter testnnony we quote the Fdinburgh Review
ol October, 1880: ¢ The land which was the cradle of the
Reformation has hecorme the grave of the Reformed faith.

All comparatively recent works on (Germany as well
as all personal ohservation tell the same tale. BPenial of
overy tenet of the Protestant faith among the thinking
claxses, and indifference in the masses, are the positive and
nesative agencies beacath which the (Chareh of Luther and
Melancthion heas sweewmbied, In contiguons parishes
of Catholic and Protestant papulations, one invariahle dis-
tinetion has longz been patent to all ages and conclusions.
The ol fo the Catholie Charele 13 Avedden bare, that te
the P'rotestant Clhureh is rank with grasses and weeds to
the very door’ (pp. 3300 539),  So far from having ‘ puri-
fied the land,” the Reformation, by introdueing the principle
of private judgment, taid the foundation for ever-inereasing
diswnion and disintegrabion; and its anltimate fruits, in a
natural and legical deseending seale, are now seen to be:
divisions, seets, “higher criticism,” rationalism, apgnosti-
cism, infidelity.

*®

Our material has again over-ron our available space,
and we mast conchnde. We desire, so far as Mr. Davies’s
actions will permit us, to refer to him with respect and
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