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POULTRY NOTES

(By M. G. H. Awsnsren, Christchurch.)
——d
CHICKEN LOSBSES AND TROUBLIS.

By no streteh of imagination can this season be termed
one of the bost for chickens. The early season was accom-
panied with an abundance of wet, and ag the conditions
improved in this direction we were treated to cold and
biting winds. Fhis did nou eusure fertility, consequently
there have been many poor hatches.  Woa bave ounly had
about a couple of wecks of what may be termed good chie-
ken weather this season, and ecarly birds, I think, will be
scarcer than wsual, Tt seldom pays the ucibity man, how-
ever, to begin breeding before Septeinber -1 mean those
whe are cugaged upon the delieate nussion of attempting
record-breaking in eyp production-—as this, 1 think, is the
mest complicated and intricate labor of all the ficld of
poultry culture, and good weather is absolutely nccessary.
Barly chickens are. of course. wanted for table purposes
awd for show, but these are problems of guite another elass.
The fach is tou well known that it is foolish 1o wink at it,
and most breeders of bred-to-lay pure sirains need hide
the question of constitution ne leager. The small men in
hack gardens sutfer in like ratio to the big breedees, and
e is the small man who can afford to open out a disenssion
on the subjeet. At the outsel, our pedigree layers of
goveral breeds were Jutroduced from Australin mainly, and
it was fest thouxht that the loxees in chickens was duwe
to sowe forin of sickoess which had followed the fmporta-
tious, 1t huas been discoversd both here and in Eogland
that the disease contined itsebt 1o these pediaree-hred Tavers,
and w reasonahle conclusion 1s that it i wholly and solely
o problow of constitution. and not contagion. The wan-
derful records that hiave heen achicved by both White
Leghorns, Bluck Orpingions, awd White Wyandottes have
apenced out wreat ties, and have proved what o
national nsser these heavy favers st oventually prove o
be if by can be prapaoated, sorreanded by omerely ordi-
nary diffieotien T have peessonadly bebd diverse GpLions
wpon the madters aoed oot the present nement omy obsorvi-
tions have Lt e 1o the conviction thar this ehicken
portality ™ s not oo diseases Tt porely aocondilion resulting
from a weakoeuning of the constitution. bronght about by oa
svstemn nf breeding which has mecely ontstreteiond Nature's
more or less clasnie rules. It was never tatended that
fowls should Toyv 300 cews in the conrse of a vear: bul still,
lines of hroeding have been ciploved that Tive made this
result possible. o fact, au ihe Jast toving cotipetit on at
Papanni a White Lezhorn puller Jadd 317 czess Natuve
anid. howoever, that two clutehes, or about 30 cress, wanlid
o ample provision to cover all eventualities, and there s
ohviously s vast difference berween 30 and 303 By pro-
per feeding, the abundanee of epps oy L provided for
offcetually. hut  the question of rendering each emr re-
productive is quite apother matier. s I Lave Frequently
puinted out, each time o e s laid 1L an effort at -
production. and in that dircetion it ois a drain upoen the
birds, The uwnnatural strain upon the generative organs
cannot be provided for by any course of feeding— st to
any material degree-and  Dame Nature's provision for
:Jll.g‘ggs being spread over 230 to 300 epgs ust resulis in
constitutionally fragile produce. Fo pain these exception-
ally high records, and to gain their l!l)j(.‘(:tl"ls‘ql.lit_'l\'l_\‘ s
possible, some breeders have resorted o indiseritninate in-
breediner. Pullets liave been cumploved for stock purposes
and used with the object of iuereasing the rate of feoun-
dity, during their first scason, when they are at Ll_m‘r
highest degree of productiveness and tln_s< is, 1 tl.”‘.\k'
clearly respounsible for the lack af stamiman in many of ihe
highly-fecund strains of poultry.

A TRemedy.

A big improvemcut may quickly bhe hronght about if

breeders set about the task with a will. ome breeders

pamsthi

I know aim at procuring a high averapo of eggs from
their birds in their pullet year, and then put them into
the breeding pen. As previously stated, this is a mistake,
which sconer or later will take its toll in the chickens.
Nona should be set apart for breeding purposes until their
sogond or third season. As a means of discoveriug their
powers of  fecandity, pullets should be cither trap-nested
or single-penned in their first season, and the birds with
the hest records put on one side for the following season’s
hreeding.  The idea is that second or third-season birds’
fecundity is nob so promounced, the drain upen the birds
ix not so severe, while fertilisation being demanded for
fewer egps, the resulting werm is essentially stronger, more
hatelinble, and consequently decidedly casicr to rear. Some
individual specimens in some sirains ave very fruitful in
the sccond year, and in that case I would advise holding
such hirds over for a third season, since I am satisfied that
the maxinmuin of vigor cannot be produced if the bird 1s
pioducing coes nordinately.  To have auy really appre-
ciable effect, amd to work a lasting good, the system must
e carried out with ihe support of our large breeders.
IFortnnately, or perhaps uofortunately, there s akleays a
e demand upon the resources of suceesstul studs, and 6
is a temptation to use eovery available bird to omecel ve-
gquirements.  While it is not dishonest 0 a0 seuse, it s
vinst the iaterests of the indastry Lo spread throughouts
the eountry a race of fowls which will he delicate and
nnprefilable. 1 have et one or 1wao
quite alive to the matier. and who arce taking sensible mea-
sures of prevention in tha wauner onilived, and there s
no dombt they will pssurediy reap the reward for any added
vave and Tabor iF ey entatl

Mapier

(From onr own correspondent.)

vovember 17,
readized  £3500 net,  The grand
lralis was the coronation cevemony, held in the Muaieipal
’ atve oo Moudave Novemboer 1, when Miss buey Taka-
thee hweantiful Maori gueen, was crowned iu troe
Lashion.  The eeremonial pageant, cowmprising the
siteen I her roval robhes, seated npon a beauntifully deco-
rated and illominated throne. surrounded by her maids-in-
waiting, «anelige girls, native warriors, Boy Seouts, and
Civy Band, presented an effective spectacle. Mro Bl J.
Dodan composed and read the ©Proclamation’ ia his usual
masterly Yashion,  Natives from all parts of the district
vere present, aml o the daort hakas, pol dances, choruses,
aned instrunental items delighted the inmense audience.

The reeent bazaar

I"athers Doherty and Kelleher, of 1he archdioeese af
Svrpev, speat oo few davs eree A evening devotions on
Sunday, 160h tnst., Father Kelleber preached a stirring
disconrae nu the Toly Mass,

The devotion ef the Forty Hours' Adoration will begin
at Sr. Patrick’s Chureh on Sunday, November 23.

The untunely death of Mre. Martin Murray, J. %, Town
Clerkk, caused deen and widespread regret.—R.UIP.

ST. BEDE’S COLLEGE
NORTH ROAD, PAPANUIL, CHRISTCILURCLL.

(Under the Patronage of his Lovdship Dre. Brodie, Bishop of
Chrstehurel. Conducted by the Marvist Fathers.)
The new College will bhe opeun for the

reception  of
loarders in February, 1820,

Prospectus and particulars may be obtained on appli-
cation to the Heclor.

(Present Address: Ferry Hoad, Christehurel)
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