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THE GREAT IRISH - AUSTRALASIAN CONVENTION

i

—

IRELAND’S RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION ENDORSED

GREATEST DAY FOR IRELAND AUSTRALASIA HAS EVER SEEN

Onr Sunday, November 2, we found ourselves amid the
thousauds of delegates from all purts of Australia and New
Zealand, on the green lawns of Iitzroy Gardens, where
a fine band disconrsed Irish airs. The fine elms afforded
a pgrateful shade; and beneath them moved happy crowds,
wearing green ribbons or tri-color badges. Soon the red
tassels of Avchbishop Mannix's biretta wero noticed moving
ahove the heads of a throng of admirers who flocked round
him as he passed along. Later, at St Pateick’s Cathedral,
7000 people assembled to hear Wather Lockington, 4.,
deliver an impressive address on Irish idenls.

On AMonday the real work began.  Early in the worn-
ing we went to Raheen.” where we had the pleasure of
being introduced to Dr. Maunix by Archbishop Redwood.
It was with no small delight we heard then that New Zea-
land's Metropolitan was cliosen to speak to Lhe first resolu-
tion, and surely none more eloguent confd he found ihan
this vemerable Enulish prelate whose love for Treland is
a source of adiniration for us all. At 1030 a.m. 3000 dele-
gates thronged the hall and galleries of ihe Anditorium,
and we wore privileged to nd ourselves on the stago close
to the speakers.  Clearly and elogquently Dr. Mannix opened
the Convention with a note of praver and gratitude.  He
went on to explain that the time had come now for us all
to declare whether we were golug to stand by the Irish

people and  their  leader  or ol ile  explained
how the  elections  proved  that  Sinn IPein was
Ireland’s  paoliey, and  de Valera  Treland's  leader.

Premier Ryaw then spoke amd put the reselutions befora
the meeting. To the frst and greatest Dr. Redwood spoke

amid frequént and prolonged applause that rang througl -

the hali and gilleries as be affirmed. his beliet i Ireland’s
right to self-determiuation and our duty to support Hamoen
de Valora., When the motion was put by the president
the hall rose en nuesse. cheering and waving Sinn Wein
flags. Iivery hand was uplilted in affirmation, and there
was not a single dissentient voize lLweard,

Archbishop Kelly once wore repeated his profession of
faitlh as an Irish patriot.  “We are willing fo fight and
die For Ireland if necessary. but now we arve ealled on to
Iive for Ireland.”’ Speaking to the rvesolution of rasing
an Irish Fund, he urged thal it onght to be taken up
Stato by State and parish hy purish, aud again the wolion
was received with magnificent enthusiasnr. .

The following is the official report of the specches.
We add but one word.  The Toafifed was the first Anstral-
asian paper to stand fast lor St ¥ein and for the memory
of the meu of Baster Week., We have liad our ¢resses and
contradictions, we have had hitler oppesition, Ju some eaxes
amounting almost to persceution. At this Convention we
thought gratefully of liow Archhisliops Redwood and O7Slhea
and tho dear dead Bishop of Dunedin stood by ns in our
trials, and we were notow litte claled o witness how
striking: was their virdication and our own ab Lhis hour,
Lict us forget a!l that now, and heneelorth remember thad
we, the Ivish race in Anstralasia, arve pledged Lo support,
Sinn Fein's demand tor self-delevminglion, and that de
Valers is our leader.

For twe hours prior to the opening of the doors of
the Auditorinm, Culling Strect, the vieinity was erowded
with delegates and visitors cager to tale parl in the pro-
ceedings of the Convention. During the wait the Si.
Augustine’s Orphanage Band played a prograomme of selee-
tions from tho haleany.  Within & quarter of an lour
after tho opening of the daars, the spaciouns hall was filled
in every part. The entranee of his (irace the Archbishop,
accompanied by the visiting prelates and the inter-State
ypealers, was the signal for a striking demonstration,
the audience springing to their feet and giving vent to
their enthusiasm by round after round of hearty cheerd
and waving of natioval fags. When the Avchhishop rtose
to declare tlia Conventien formully opened, he reccived a
magnificent ovation, which was continued for several
minutes.

THY RESOLUTIONA.

At the opening of his specch the Archbishop of Mel-
bourne read the three resclutions to be proposed, as follows:

1. “We, the delegates to the Australasian Irish Race
Convention, assembled in Melbourne, affirm the right of
the péople of Ireland to chooso their own form of Govern-
ment; and to govern their tountry without interfercuce
from gny; other nation; we endorso Ireland’s appeal.to -the

f

nations for international recognition; and we pledge our
support to Ireland’s chosen leader, Bamon de Valera.”

2. “That au Australasian Irish Fund be opened to
help the people of Ireland fo press to a successful issue
their legitimate elaim to complete self-determination; that
the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Honorable George Meag-
her {Bathurst, N.S.W.), and Count (PLoghlin, K.C.8.G.
(Victoria) be treasurers of the fund, and that the Dominion
of New Zealand and States of Commonwealth be invited
ko organise local efforts in support of the central fund.”

3. ““That copies of Lhe foregoing reselutives Lo sent to
[amon de Valera.”

OPENING ADDRESS BY ARCHBISHOP MANNIX.

His (race spoko as follows:—

Our first duty is hwnbly and reverently io raise our
hearts to the God of Freedom and Justice, and to ask His
light and guidance for this historic gathering. The prayers
of Ireland’'s scattered children, the prayers of her living
and her dead are with us, and Ged will not fail to hear.

THE PURPOSE OF THE CONVENTION.

My lords and ladies and gentlemen, I will not, for
more than & few moments, stand hetween you and the
practical work of this great Convention. The circum-
stances in which L took it ugon myself to call you together

ARCHBISHOP MANNIX,
Convenced the Convention.

HIS GRACE
Who

aro well kuown, and they will be, T trust, my sufficient
apology for taking the inttiative in bringing about this
great gathering of Ireland’s loyai friends under the South-
ern Cross. We are hore for o declared, definite purpose,
to support Ircland’s claim as expressed at the last general
cleetion in Ireland, and to support her chosen leader,
Tamon de Valera. This is no time for halting words or
balanged phrases. Wo arc with the Irish people, or we
aro against them. We help them openly or we leave them
to their fate. I venture to say that no more represcntative
body has ever met in Awustralia. I therefore thank you
all, and in’ Ireland’s name I thank Australia and New

. Zealand for. this striking proof of loyalty to the Old.Land. :
- It will-give hope -and heart 4o Irishmen at Home to- find--




