10 | NEW ZEALAND TABLET

TryuREDAY, Novemser 20, 1919.

you share their passionate devotion to justice and to free-
dom, and that your love to Ireland is as deep and true
and tender as their own. (Loud cheers.)

Wo are not here through hate of any land or any
people, no matter how deeply we and our fathers have
been wronged. We are here for love of Ireland. But in
pleading Ireland’s cause, wo claim, and we know, that
wo arc helping fo remove the blackest stain upon the
Empire to which these southern lands belong, and for
whose honor and cxistence they havo fought. {Applause.)
We know that this Irish question is not a mere Imperial
matter, much less is it a domestic question for British
politicians ta temporise with and wrangle about. It is,
and they kunow it 1is, a question in which America and
the nations are vitally iuterested. It is a question with
which the lasting peace of the world is very intimately
bound up. We, the delegates to this great Convention, are en-
gaged, therefore, in no petty, paltry quarrel. We do not
intrude in a matter witk which we have no concern.: Ire-
land has done much for Australin and New Zealand.
(Cheers.) '

IRELANTY LOOKS TO AUSTRALLA.

I ueed not difate upon this topic, for you know the
history of your country, and ihe presence of thoe Premier
of Quecnsiand—if, indeed, he still be 1he Tremier—will
recall the names of other Irishmen which have passed into
Australasian history, and of the chairman himseif T may
say that Iveland awd Irish Australia have no reasou to be
ashamed of Iim either as Premier of Queensland or ax
the prespective Prime Minister of the Commonwealtl.
Yes, Treland has overy right to Inok {o Australia for sym-
pathy and help, and she will not bhe disappeinted.  And
England is equally bound by evers obligation of honos
and gratitude to listen when Australia and New Zealand
demand freedow for lrelad. Ther fought side by side
with Fogland for the Fmapive.  Fhes foucht for the free-
dom of the Beleians and the Poles and the Jugo-Slavs:
but 60,000 Australians, and other thousands of New Zean-
landers, did aot give their blecd and their lives that
Lreland's ehuins wight he more Oirmly riveted than ever.
I must not, however, pursue that topic.  This is not the
time or the place Br words of heat or passion. Our case
ts strong and therefore it belits us rathier (0 bhe calm, vouol,
and fogical, it at the same time resolute and unflinehiog.
(Applause.)

NOT HLERE TO DICTATE IRELAND'S POLICY.

We are not here to dictate lreland’s policy.  We are
here to support her policy. It has always been the pre-
rogative of the people of Ireland to frame and to modify
their national policy, and the policy they adopted has al-
ways scoured the support of Ireland’s loval sons in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.  Irish Australasia, thevefore, is
an historiec and hroad traditional lines, when we gather
together 1o supporl, net some line of action that might
seem tactfu!l or pronuesing or effeetive to this or ihat in-
dividual or seetion. but 4o support the policy which the
Irish people at home adopted deliberately and with striking
wnanimity at the {ast gencral election in Ireland.  For us
to attempt to revise that policy, to sugeest any alterna-
tive of our own, would he an imperlinence at any time;
It especially now, when sell-determination, which is really
Sinn Felnism, (= on evervbady's Tips.  (Applause.)  Ireland
may from time to time had it neeessary o change the
immediate objective ol hier national poliev. But we are
found to-day where Aostralia and New Zealand have always
heen, that s, supportine the legitimate policy whieh lre-
Land has adopted. (Loud applanse.)

[RELAND'S AlMS DBUEFINED.

Freland has detined her aims—she has elosen her lead-
ors,  Sho claims the right to live her own life and shape
her own destiny withent interferenes from outside.  She
stands apart in blood and race and soul and ideals.  Man,
indeed, has vainly soughi Lo join what God has put asunder,
hut we, T hope, in this hall are on God's side.  (Applause.)
It matters not to us that President Wilson has failed to
Apply his fofty principles to the case of lreland, and that
the PPeace Confercues has so [ar falled to give Ireland a
hearing.  For TIveluel's rieht Lo wallk her own way un-
fettered i net come fram President Wilson or the ““Bip
Four,” amd it cannot be taken away from Irveland cithoer
in Paris or Wishingtan, T ois a God-given right to Ireland
as to thoe ather nations, aned that right Treland las never
surrendercid.  One may well doubt whether any generation
of Trishmen would have tho right to mortgage the coun-
try’s future and part with her nationhood, but at all events
Ireland never did, and, under English rule, never had
any inducewent to do so. Her faith was banned, her
trade was stifled, her people impoverished, buried in pau-
pers’ graves, or driven as exiles to the ends of the earth.
Shie was tuled with & rvod of iron iu the interests of a
petted minarity, alien in bloed aund faith and sylnpaph,\'.
When I was a boy I remember that ene of the first things

I learned was that for almost = hundred years almost
overy year had brought a new Coércion Act to Ireland.
Was it any wonder that.‘ in tlhese circumstances every gene-
ration in Ireland had its own armed uprising, in which
Ireland fell buck bled and exhausted, yet not subdued
or repentant, but sullen and expectant of anothor op-
portunity and a better day ? (Applause.) At the present
moment we are told that the King's Writ does nobt run
in Ireland, aud that the Irish people are no more recon-
c:Ied to Euglis_h rule than they were in the days of Oliver
Cromwell of prous memory. (Laughter.)

ENGLAND'S ANSWER,

At tl'le present moment it takes 100,000 British troops,
with their t_ankg and machine-guns, to keep up the pre-
tencq of mantaining English rule in the country, and in
the face of this what is Ernpland’s answer? FEither more
t:auks and machine-guns, or else the promise—a promise
h'rom those by whom sh_e has been many times betrayed—
of some paitry concession, provided that it meets with
the appreval of that small minority in whose inlerests
Ireland is held and tortured. (Applause.) How long
I ask, will the nations—will the Empire, to start with—
how lmi.g will the Empire look upon that scandal, and. how
long will the nations stand by and sco ihat long-drawn
tragedy of tho oldest nation of them all?® Fuglish rule—
and T say it without fear of contradiction—in Ireland is
comdemned by its fruits. These who krow the true signi-
fiecnnee of Easter Week and of tha present military domina-
tinn in.[relan(l, will bo ready to sav, although they have
no special sympathy with Ireland, that the time has passed
when the world should tolerate this tragedy of English
rule in Ircland. (Applanse.)

IRELAND—A NATION SELF-GOVERNED.

At all events, Ireland has turned her back upen beg-
garly concessions and Lalting and blundering attempts to
nutigaie the evils of fereign aud hostile rule. Her ob-
Jection is—this, too, I say deliberately—not really to Dbad
government from outside, but to any povernment from
outside.  (Loud applause.)  Her motto is, “‘Ireland, a
uation self-governed, peaceful, reliant, progressive, friendly
with ull nations without exeeption, secking no quarrel with
any ol them, but bhrooking ne interferenco from them in
er own national affairs.””  (Applauvse.) That was the
substanee ot her ciaim at the Peace Conference, and that
is the claim, 1 lLope, we are going to make here to-day.
Ireland has kept—whatever doubt otler people may ex-
press—serupwlousty within ithe four corners of the ethical
principles laid down by the Pope, and after him by Pre-
sident Wilson. It was President Wikon himself who said
there should he no peace, aud there ougbt to be no lasting
prace, that “does not aceept the principie that Govern.
ments derive all their just powers from the consent of
the woverned.” 1 wonder if he has forgotten all that
now!  That, at all evenis, is Ireland’s case in a nutshell.
{Applausey  On that prineiple Irclund bases ler claim
for seli-determinination, and bases ler claim, toe, for the
indickment that she lavs against Bongland, and to that in-
dictment England has yet offered no answer but the rattle
of Knglish puns. Mast it he said that in spite of all
our preaching to the Central Powers, in spite of all our
godly posturing, that after all micht still is right when
miht s 0 British arins and Ircland  llas  no stronger
weapon bhan a righteous cause?  (Hear, lear.) It may
have heen ihat =ome interesiod peeple were able to raise
techmical difficattios about giving Ireland s hearing at
the Peace Conference, but they eannot raise the same diffi-
clties before the Teagne of Nations, But the Powers re-
presented ab the Peace Conference made little account of
points of hovor or procedure or techaical obstacles when
ther had theic own interest to serve. The real obstacle
was that Fngland, koowing that she had no case, barred
the door of the conferenco against Ireland, and once again
“might was right,”’ and that at the conference which was
to cmd all wars as well as the martyrdom of the weak
nations. (Applause.) One is tempted to speak the words
of truth and give rein to one’s indignation, but in_the
atmosphere of this assemblage it is better to leave un-
spoken the words that come to one's lips.

IRELAND IS A NATION.

When Vnglish politicians are in desperate straits they
pretend to think that Ireland is not a nation. It is a
futile pretence. Yor more than 700 years England has
been made to feel that Ireland is a nation. (Applause.}
English politicians have tried every means of extingunishing
the national spirit, bubt on their own confession they are
no nearer to success than in the days of Oliver Cromwell.
(Applause.) They are so solicitous for Ireland’s welfare
that they fear that Ireland could not stand alome, that
Ireland could not do without her fairy godmother—(laugh-
ter)—who has been squandering her own wealth to support
lher poor relation—so they say. Ireland has counted ths
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