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The Family Circle

EARLY DAY S
Looking back along life's pathway,
~Oft a drear and barren track,
Lo, I reach at length a doorway
Whence come dreamlike memories back,

And I see the quaint old cottagoe
Nestled there against the hill;

Round the porch tho roses cluster,
Breathing forth their sweetness still

Yonder flows thie murmuring river,
Past the church, & ruin grey,
To whose mouldering walls the ivy
Clings aud fondly hides decay,

Here, a child, at eve I've wandered,
Yot with feelings tinged with fear,

'Midst its peaceful, sombre heaunty,
For the dead were buried near.

Yot I waited, 1dly dreaming,
As tho river flowed along;

1 could see the trees above )t
Bending low to cateh its song.

Till the twilight gloom would decpen,
Aud the day's warm tiuts efface
And a bird’s wubidden vespors
Fill the ancient, Loly place.
With the grey night stealing o'or ine,
And her garmenis trailing low,
And hoer mystie peace arcund e,
Homoe through fragrant ficlds U'd go.

When for me at lust life's sunsed,
Fades forever in 1he West,
Tu the gloawming I will hasten,
Safely, pladly Home to rest.
—-BErzaNoany, in the Teish Weekty.

RELIGION POINTS THE WAY.

The Church has been the bulwark of liberty during
the long centuries since she was established.  She has
always faught her children respect for law and obedience
to legitimately constituted anthority.  IBvery student of
history knows the eonditions that existed before Chris-
tianity was ushered in. Al know how quickly the world
was renovated once tho influence of the Church was exertod
upon mankind.

While the Church demands obedience to lier legiti-
mately  constituted eeclesiastical superiors, and enjoins
upon her children strict adherence te the dictates of re-
ligion, she inculcates reverence and obedience to civil
authority jJustly ruling, and imposes this obligation as
one binding in econscience.

To strengthen the arm of just government, to give
societly through the enactment of just laws the blessings
of peace, she has urged upon Lhe faithful a full measure
of co-operation and respect. Glance over the ages that
are gone, and vou will note that wherever the Church
has been heeded civie vivtue and moral responsibility have
been lield in honor hy mankind.

To-day the Church is no less insistent that her child-
ren should exenmplify before the world the glories of re-
ligion. There 1s need for men to tako thought whether
it is better to barter away their inheritance which is dearer
than life for a ‘‘“mess of pottape,” or stand courageously
hefore the warkl as champions of Christian truth and
egthics. Evils there will be, but the Catholic has bhut one
stand to take, and thai is an the side always sponsored
by the Church.

Catholics from childheod have becn tanght righteous-
ness. It becomes their bounden duty to promote the prin-
ciples upon which the stability of saciety rests, principles
for which the Clurch has stood for 20 centuries, prin-
ciples for which our forefathers fought and upon which
they rearcd the greatest Republic that the world has ever
known.

In a word, the Church, as the foremnost exponent of
liberty through the ages, teaches her children that true
freedom can come only by obedience to God’s law and re-
spect for all legitimately constituted authority. The
Church teaches ceaselessly and unerringly what the duty
of every Catholie is. We. must heed those teachings.
Therein only lies the guarantee of domestic 1liesu:c, of na-
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tional siability, and of internadicnal tranguillity.

+

REQUIESCAT IN PACE. -
Sweet, gentle nature, learned, pious, kind,
Your task is nobly done, the task assigned
To you by Heaven. You did not point the way
Alone, but led; and in your meckness lay
The seeret of your held on those
Placed in your care. Your cyelids close
On a world the better for your stay.
From many hearts will rise this day
The sad, sweet prayer, Requicseat in Pace.

—P. . Woons.

NATIONAL GREATNESH.

Father Hays, at Isleworth, London, rceently, in the
course of special sermons, stated that the greatest and
gravest danger which to-day menaced not merely the life
and well-being of unations, but the very existence of the
fabric of our Christian eivilisation, was the decay of home-
life and the decline of virtue in the family. The great-
ness of a nation depended upon its home-lifs and the
virtue of its eitizens. No nation deserved to live that
did not stand for the eternal principles of truth and justice
and liberty. If we huilt our Empive on mere material
prosperity, what had we?  An Fmpire that would pass
away. If we built up our homes and our family life with-
out supernatural virtue and sent our children to face the
perils of the age without a Christiau cducation, whai had
we bul a people drifting slowly but surcly to paganism?
Jesus Christ came on earth io redeem humanity and to
regenerate society. By the example of His life, which was
the highest, the holiest, and the most perfect, He had
tanght us that the shattered ruins of our civilisation eould
be rebuilt only on a meral and spiritual basis. What the
world required to-day was a new proclamation of Christ’s
gospel to humanity and a new enforcement of the prin-
ciples of the Savieur in the lives of men. The home was
the corner-stone of the social fabric, and if we would re-
generate soeiety and reform the world we must begin with
the individnal in the home. What was wanted was the
living spirit of the living Christ, jnspiring the minds and
dominating the lives of all who professed  His Name.

FROM ALTAR BOY TO——-!
His cheeks grow red from the candle hueat
As thoe carpet under his nniseless feet.

And ne two stars could be half so bright
Ax his deep brown eves in the candle light.

An angel, he secins, with his surplice wings,
Who knows when God is 1o come and rins,

And the clouds from {he eenser swinging there
A fragrance leave in lhis golden hair.

Tt fills us all with a wondrous dread,
His nearness nnto the Holy Bread.

Now I wonder what path in life he’ll plan,
A doctor—a lawyer—a merchantman ?

God keep him alwaxs there, we pray,
Treading the altar's plush higlway.
- Leoxarn Feepxey, 8.J.

REAL EXCITEMENT.

“Yes,” said a meek-looking man, “I've no doubt you've
had some great hunting experiences iu your travels abroad
before the war?”

“I have indeed,”

“Buffalo-hunting ?°*

l{YeS-!i

“And Dbear-hunting ?”°

“Of course!”’

“Well, you just come round and let my wifa take yon
house-hunting and bargain-hunting with her, then you’ll
begin to know what real excitement is!?’

sald his burly {riend.

ROSARY I'ROM SHRAPNEL.

The boy in the corner bed of the base hodpital had
been wounded in six places with shrapnel; and when the
lead had all been taken out of him, and ho was prounounced
to be convalescing nicely, nothing wonld satisfy him but
that the nurse should give him the enemy lead and a
pair of pincers. Before the war he had been apprenticed
to a jeweller, so he knew how to set abont his self-appointed
task. "He carried it out neatly, and 59 little balls wero
formed of the lead—six of them somewlat larger than
the rest—and then pierced and strung teogether. And
so the rosary was made.

After mﬂuenz"a your §ystem ‘needs bracing up. Get a bottle of Dr, Claude’s Vigor

‘Konit, 3/6 and 4/6 per bottle. )

Hundreds have tried this Medicine with Excellent Resulis,
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