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‘IRISH NEWS

GENERAL.

The Governmeut has “suppressed’” the Sinn Fein o
ganisation in Co. Clare, together with the Gaelie League
and other national bodies. It is said that the suppression
will extend to Cork and other southern counties. But
{comments the G(lusgow Observer) of what availl is a de-
cree of this sort from Lerd French or his man Macpher-
son? Before it was issued they had tried every means
they knew to suppress Sing I'ein and had fziled. Men
wers gaoled for holding public meetings, and even girls
wers apprehended for attending Sinn Fein datnces which
wera ‘“‘patherings” not to the taste of Lord French, It
is the century-old story of the “*Wearin' o' the Ureen' . --

f“When law can stop the Dlades of grass from growing as
they grow,

And when the leaves in suminer-time their verdure dare
not show,”

Lord French's “suppression”™ of Sinn Fein may take cffect,
Heo can't keep men from thinking.  And it is thought that
counts.

Whilst. police and military ave aclively engaped carey-
g out raids which prave ahortive, in Co. Tipperavy, the
eommanding officer is evidently endeavoring ta curry favor
with the local anthoritics. Thurles Urhan Council has re-
coived a letter from that officer, offering to have a Ger-
man cannon sent Lo the town as a war trophy,if the couneit
would accept it. My, Bolton: "We'll aceept it when they

wive us our frecdom not B0 then. The clerk s Aark
it ‘read.” T The chateman: it is worth o little wmoere
than that.™  Mr. Balton: Wait Ll we gel our lreedom.

Thev're lkecping us nnder sehicetion for hundreds of vears,
hut thev allow Carson's crond Lo osav awd do what thes
tike, hut won't allow 1wo or three of us o meci. Tt
them send them to Carzen.””  The chatrman: e these
arc Grerman monos.” Mo Boloon s o don’t eare what they
are.” Mr. Vitzgihbeo: @] dou’t think the people wonld
much eare abour thae froohy neless theyv withdrow  the
military from the tawn.” Calway Urban Counedl deferred
the offer of the War Office to present the oliy with two
field ums and two howitzers, Mreo Meloney seidl amids
faughter, he would be olad 1o aceept o machine-oun.
FOR INDEPENDENCE

On hes retura o New Yorlk from his firse transcon-
tinental tour, Mro de Valera (reports the Newo Yol
Herald) stated i —As o resule of what | osaw and heard
1 am perfectly cortain that if a plebiscite of the Amneriean
people were to be had on the Irish guestion the wreat
majority would vote feor independence. 1 have uo more
doubt of that than [ have of the result of a similar ple-
biseite in lreland.” e had, he saud, addressed 17 moeet-
ings in Ave days in San Froncisco, with an attendanee of
159,000, and he also spoke at great demaonstrations at
Chicago, Omaha, Sacramento, Salt Lake City, Butte, He-
lena, and from the train platform at many smaller cities.
He was particularly pleased with the mecting at Helena,
because of the fact that only one Catholie, Bishop Carroli,
was among the speakers. The chairman was a Methodist
clergyman, and among the speakers were a Jewish District
Attorney and a Baptist minister. In a letter of welcomn
at Anaconda, Dr. Leaithan, Bishop of Great Falls, wrote:
“You hope, and we all hope, that our Gevernment, as an
act of justice and gratitude, will give assistance €0 Ereland
to gain her freedom. The long-suffering people of Trelnnd
have a much stronger claim of pratitude frain the Guoited
States than Cuba or even ¥raunce.”

AN IRTSH PILGRIMAGE.

A very large number of people made the annual pil-
grimage on Sunday, Augnst 17, to the “Holy Mount,”
near Hillkown, Cla. Down, amongst whom were many whao
had come from Belfast, Dublin, and even further afield
(says the London COatholic Times). In tho Pcenal days the
hill was the scene of a massacre of Catholics who perished
with their priest. A weather-worn roek near the summit
was the rude altar on which, whilst scouts kept o lock-cut
for the priest-hunters, the Adorable Sacrifice was offered.

In a glade within the shadow of the Mass Rock the
annual ceremony took place, the Bishop of Dromore, the
Most Rev. Dr. Mulhern, presiding. Thousands of devout
worshippers fouud room in this natural cathedral, its aisie.
colummed with stately trees, leading to a canopiéd altar,
extemporised for the occasion. A particularly impressive
feature of the proceedings was the procession taken part
‘in by the confraternities of the parish to the accompani-
ment of bymns. Girls in white veils and earrying wreaths
of flowers walked In edvance, preceded by a cross-hearor,
and the SBacred Host was horne underneath a canopy by

the Most Rev. Dr. Mulhern, attended by clergy and aco-
Iytes, the Very Rev. Canon Kearng being a prominent and
venerated figure amongst the assemblage of clergy, who
attended from all parts of Dromore and tle adjoining
dioceses.

Addressing the assembled pilgrims, the Bishop said
that the holy ground on which they stood that day, and
the memory of the sacrifices made in that and other places
throughont the country should direct their minds to the
tact that their Faith rested uwpon devotion to Our Lord
and the Bacrifice of the Mass. Thus they were brought
face to face with the means by which tlicir fathers had
kept the Faith, and it was only fitting they should open
the ceremonies of that day by reciting the Rosary, and
agsking the intercession of the Mother of God that they
wonld all lead the lives of gond Irish Catholics. The-y
should ask that intercession fur their country, that God
migzht bless it, and remembering from how many dangers

their country had been saved they shouid also devoutly
thank God.

DF VALERA CAMPAIGN.

The Asmerican journals continue to chronicle at much
length Mr. de Valera's sayings and doings.

Amoung other honors conferred at San Franciseo was
that of honorary membership of the Sunshine Club, or-
ganised to righten the lives of the aged and dependent,
and the gold medal of the club was prosented on a visit
tu the Home for the Aged,

The Hindustan (ladar party presented Mr. de Valera
with a beautiful diamond inlaid and engraved sword
and  a «ilk  flag  bearing the Sinn  Fein colors.
My de Valera, returning thanks, said: “‘You must be Tery
caretnl with Bhgland.  She will offer vou reforms, dis-
snized as seli-government, and endeaver to deceive vou,
as she bas tried to deceive Treland.  When you weigh and
consider these reforms you will find that they amonnt to
nothing.

I the conrse of a hanguet speceh at San Francisco,
Mro de Valera said: T am a great belicver in organisa-
trn, We in Ireland could not have done what we accom-
plishied unless it was for organisation.  Qur basis is that
ol o demoeratic fenndation from the hottom up.  When
the men at the top were arrested, the work went on, Tho
thing we need in ihe world to-day in order to secure the
ideals the United States fought for is an organisation.
In Ireland T dreamed of men of Irish blood throughout
the world banded in pne vast organisation.  Wo Irishmen
can then he the nucleus to throw ourselves into any
worlil-wide srganisation for fostering the President’s ideals.
1 come heve heeause 1 felt that T wanted an organisation
in America {o further the recognition of the Irish demand.
T want you to pnt a portion of vour organisation at our
disposal in order that the Irish National Dbonds which
we shall issue here shall be sold.  These bends will be used
tor the hroadest national purpese.  The money will bo as
mch at the disposal of the Orangemen from the Nortlh
as the Catholic men of the Soutl. I wish to combine everyv
section of the Trish people Lo do for themselves what Eng-
land has never done—improve the natural resources of
the countrs. T appeal to the IHibernians to placo their
organisaticon hehind this work.”

At DButte, Mont., a great Trust centre, Mr. do Valera
was welcomed by 40000 penple, whe cheered his declara-
tion that “exploitation of human beings is the samce
whether it ix practised on individuals or upoun nations.
1 am convineed,” he saud, “that the plain  people  of
Amerien are ihe only haope of the world., T am eonvineed
that they will actually save it.”" America, he Tielkl would
i doing a positive act of injury to the eause of Irish
freedom it 76 were to ratify the Leapue of Nations cove-
naut ag it stands.  1f Ameriea leads the way now fir the
peoptes of Turope, there will be an end of antoeracy cvery-
where, -
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