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The Catholics of Lyens, in ¥rance, are finishing the
four great towers of the magnificent Basilica of Notre
Dame de I'ourvicres, which overtops the eity. TFach tower
represents in sculptured groups a cardinal virtue. The
necessary funds have been subseribed as a thanksgiving
for the Armistice.

One of tho results of the conclusion of peace is that
the Catholic Church in the northern Eurcpean countries
is making considerable headway. The Catholie Bishop of
Copenhagen, Myr. Okurk, has gone to Riga to make plans
for the ercction of a Catholic bishoprie there. The Bishop
appears to have met with considerablo success, and he
celebrated a solemn religious service at whieh there were
preseut the deputies of thie Ministry and the staffs of the
different Fmbassies.

The Supreme Board of Directors of the Knights of
Columbus, in exceutive session, preliminary to the opening
of the K. aof ¢ peace convention, reecived requests from
England, Scotland, Nerway, Frawce, Chile, Peru, Argen-
tina, and Hawaii for the cextension of the Kunights of
Columbus (o thase countries. b was decided 1o mstitute
a eouncil iu Plawair, while the matter of extension to the
gther conntrics was referred 10 a commitice.

The Big Brothers of the Hloly Name Socteiy of Clueage
had under their care 1700 boys in the year ended Mareh
31, That vumber would have becn doubled if Heoly Nume
Socictics with Bie Brother Committeeos  existed  in all
parishes of the city. Probably eight visits were made on
an averace ic each hov, the rule heing thar two visits he
made each month tor four wmoenths after o boy s avsizned.
That would make o total of 13600 visits,  Assuunng that
one half-hour is spent on each visit, the eutire time thus
consumed was G300 oars or 8530 davs of eighe hours el

: alwavs dnteresting and attractive. 1the eeloe-
bration of Mass at a military or naval post, brought he-
tween S000 and GODO persons to the drmy Base i Soath
Bostorn ot Avon-t 310 when Cacdiual (VConnell officiated
on the afterdeck of the ttalian dreadnought Conte di Ca-
vour, which tund bBeen wwrped in alongside  the pier for
the occasion. The Carvdingl arrived  abour 1015 aan.,
and was ezearted hy officers to the main deck, where Ad-
miral Couz aud steff. in Tull regalin, were waiting,  Fol-
lowing the exchanve of courtestes, the Carvdinal, secom-
panied by his gentleman of honor. William ). Doclex,
and his secretary, Rev. Richard . Haberln, and  the
chaplain of the dreadioughi. Father Pueci, proceeded to
the altar, close to the rail at the extrome end ot the after-
deck, and began the BPivine Saerifice.  The shin’s band,
near a main-deck turret, provided the very effective music.
At the Gospel, the Cardinal gave a short sermon in Ttalian.

His Lmivence Cardinal Mercier, Primate of Belgium,
arrived in New York on Sepiember 10, on the Toited
States naval transport Northern Pacific. He reccived an
enthusiastic weleome fromn the crowd of soldiers, sailers,
and civilians who were waiting at Pier 3, Hoboken, to
greet, him. It was his Arst visit to America, of wlhich he
had heard and read so wmuch, and ihe warmth of his wel-
coms visibly affected the Cardinal as he stood under the
bridge of the transport looking dewn upon the picer. The
Cardinal’s jtincrary will embraco practically every 1mpor-
tapt city. On October 3 his Eminence was to be in Boston,
where elaborate 'preparations were made for his reception.

GERMAN CATHOLICH.

An official Church Gulde, which has recently been
issued by the ¥piscopal Chancery, gives some interesting
fizures regarding Cutholic Church life in Berlin.  There
are, this guide asserts, some 250 parish priests in Berlin,
distributed amoug nine deaneries. They scrve 190 churches
and chapels, among which are 40 buildings not eriginally
churches that are used for 1eligious worship. The most
flourishing Catholic parish is that of the Sacred Heart,
Charlottenburg, with 31,400 souls. In the St. Heodwig
parish are 28,000 Catholics. In this parish there ave,
besides the pgreat St. Hedwipg Church, the chapels of Borro-
maeans whe attend the St. Hedwig Hospital, the chapels
of the Ursulines, the Grey Sisters, and the Dominicans,
all of which are open to the public. In the parish of St.
Mathias there are 28,000 Catholics, who attend the parish
church of 8t. Mathias, the St. Mathias Chapel, the Chureh
of St. Elizabeth, and the Chureh of 8t. Norhert. The
parish of 8t. Pius numbers 25,000 Catholics, the St. Michael
parish 22,000, and the Sacred Heart parish 20,000. In
the suburbs js the parish of St. Clara, New Kolin, with
26,000 souls; St. Louis parish, Willmersdorf, with 23,000

souls; and the 8t. Maurice parish, Lichtenberpg, with 22,000

souls. The need for new parish gﬂ']ur(-:heé' is plainly visible
everywhere. .

RESTORATION OF RHEIMSY.

A world-wide fund, which. has: the ready approval of -
the French Government, has been imauguratéd with the
vhject of restoring Rheims Cathedral as a lasting” memoriai
to those of the Allies who havé made the supreme sacrifice
in the war, Representative national committees are being
formed in Allied and neutral countries, so that the move-
ment, which originated in Denmark, may be regarded as
international. It would be difficult to find a more fitting
and noble monument, for in no other setting could the
gratitude of €the living towards the lercic dead be so
worthily enshrined as in the Cathedral of Rheims restored
to its ancient glory. Intimately hound up with the course
of French history, and ondowed with a wealth of cherished
associatigns unsurpassed in Europe, Rheims Cathedral,
situated in the heart of the coundry which must for ever
bear the sears of war, scems predestined as the shrine to
which in time to come Allied and wentral nations alike
will make a pilgrimage.  MHere, above all other places,
howaye will be ipaid to these whose supreme suerifice has
cosured the continuily and development of a civilisation
to whose past glories the Cathedral has so long borne elo-
quent witness. The fortitude and endurance of ihe people
of Rheims in the face of the almost total destruction of
their beloved eity compels the admiration of almost all
the world. The restoration is an effort in which all may
unite, be it as homage io the fallen, picty, affection for
France, or the desire to give again to the world one of
its choleest jewels of art. Fortunately the original plans
have heen preserved, and can he copied exactly, and much
ol the original stone can he utilised. It is estimated that
the work of restorstion will cost at leasg £1,000,000. The
money subseribed will he taken to France by a chosen re-
presentalivis of cach of the Allied countries and formally
presented 1o the President of France. An influential com-
mittee, represeutative of the whele British Empire, is in
the process of formation, and eof this body Sir Arthur
Stanley has consented to he chaivman, while our co-re-
Ligionist, Sir Fdward lolden, has undertaken the office
of honorary treasmrer.

Tle Following letter, written by a rvecent visitor to
Rheines, will be read with interest in this connection : —
“The devastation and destruction of Rheims is, perhaps,
even worse than that of Soissons, but the spirit of the
place s o greatly different that one finds nneself inter-
ested quite as much ax suddened, for one sees living beings
about: and there is zlready an awakened spirit and an
appearance of centerprise. Before the war there were
40.000 heuses in Rheims, of which five escaped shell fire.
Thirteen ihousand were razed level with the ground; and T
do not koow liow many thousand more were there with
only the walls lefi standing.  The Cathedral stands as a
iragic avneen, white making brave offorts to uphold those
exquisitely wrought pinnacles. Even as 1T stood, T could
hear the boom of great picces falling inside.  The plass
of the famous Rose Window was removed and preserved,
but what is that when one sces the ruination of this mag-
nificent Gothic ftemple as a whole! And xet it is not de-
stroyed. 1t s descerated, torn, and wounded in all its
parts: but still it stands as if 5 might be symbolie of the
Chanrelr that has stond and snffered with her children in
France. Tt was night, and a full moon shed its silvery
sheen over ho open square, which made the wreoekage even
mora vivid than in the daxy. T looked at the great twin
fowers rising in the beautiful meonlight, which magnified
them, b seemed, in its shimmering gleam, and thoupht
ot that day when the Germans sent 10,000 shells into the
city between the dawns, and how this terrible deluge con-
tinned day after dax, for four long years. And still this
nroud Gothie frame pushes its steeples into the skies: and
it seemned a verification of the truth: ‘The gates of hell
shall not prevail against her.” ™’

At any moament death may come, notf only {o overturn
all our plans, to disturb all our pleasures, Lo tear from us
all our goods, hut, what is mmfinstely more terrible, to lead
us to the judgment seat of God.—Bossuct. ’
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