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BOOK NOTICES

+
Armageddon or Calvery, by H. E. Holland, M.P. (Meori-

land Worker office. 2/-.)

It is a pleasure for a reviewer %o find nunder his notico
a book by a man wlho has not ounly somcthing to say, but
also. the power to say it well. This is tho third time it
hag fallen to our lot to review a publication by Mr. Hol-
land, and we hope it will not be the last. We nobice
that he has in the press at present some further works
which we want to read badly. However, it is with the
present volume we have now to concern ourselves, and
certainly in it Mr. Holland has a message of vast welght
for New Zealand readers, and it loses nothing in the de-
livery. Armageddon or Caelvary is the history of ‘‘the
conscientious objectors of New Zealand and the ‘process
of their conversion.”” It is the maturc and documented
indictment of the tyranny of Militarism introduced into
the Dominion during the war by the Coalition Covern-
ment, and it is a story that ought to be read before the
coming elections by cvery man and wowman who loves froee-
dom and hates despotism, whether of the genuine Prussion
brand or of that of its too successful imitators. Mr. Hol-
land collects and arranges here the facks whiel, when spread
over a nuniber of years, lost their force of wppeal to humane
people; he sums up, as it were, against tho indicted Mili-
tarists, and readers of his book will go to tho polling booths
with the evidence fresh in their memorics. The hook will
reach a large number of people who have only heard Le-
lated and bowdlerised accounts of the facts: {4 will bring
home to them in wunmistakable fashion what AMilitarism
meauns, and what has been done hy Militarists in New Zea-
land. Peoplo will sce for themselves that Militavism s a
bad thing for Prussia, but thai it is no better for Now
Zealand ; and they will ask themselves what must be done
to crush the spirit out here as it has been crushed in
Prussia. Weo doubt not that to make people ask thenselves
precisely that gquestion is Mr. Holland's aim. Aud there
can be no doubt that in this bhook he has suceceded as well
as any man could succeed. While we fought against tyvr-
anny there was a tyranny i our mulst: while we de-
nounced the hreaking of treatics our own Minislers were
breaking agreements and tearing up seraps of paper; while
we raged about the atrocities in Belgium we had our own
Wanganui and our own transports on which conscientious
objectors were tortured by brutal soldiers. Read now the
account of the suffcrings of Brizgs, of Ballantyne, of Bax-
ter, and ask yourselt whether sueh things were ondured
at the hands of Prussiaus or of New Zealanders. Read
how the War Ministers overrade the will of the pedple
and broke faith with them in their hurry to pour out of
the Dominion thousands of comscripts to swell the armies
fishting 1n Europe. Mead of the douching with cold water,
tho beating, the violeni stripping, the “‘crucifixions,” the
kicks and blows which consecientious objectors had to suf-
fer, and you will have some idea of what AMilitarisem is
Recently the Amoerican Fuvoys to Ireland reported that
almost similar treatment was meted out to polities]l pri-
soners by the Brithuins in Treland.  Alacpherson densed it
and nobody helioved hin. Will anybady wlho has rvead this
book accept an official denial as a refutation of the plain

narratives of the men who suffered? Wil the pro forma
“Not Guilty” of our Militarists convivnee anybody who
reads Mr. Holland’s book that Militarism is not indeed

the terrible thing he says it is? and will he plead in vain
that at the coming elections the people of New Zealand
see to it onco and for all that in as far as in them lies
they will make this part of the world safe for Democracy
by driving from public life the men who were guilty of
the crime of introducing Militarism into the Dominion?
Mr. Holland’s book is a document in the history of the
Dominion that onght %o bo in the hands of all. We pre-
dict for it a great circulation and an immense influence

on tho minds of all o whom Democracy is more than a
mere catch-word.

The Little One’s Muss Book. (Talbot Press. 3d.)

Here is a real child’s prayoer-book, illustrated, printed
in large type, and containing heautifully simmple prayers
for children. Nothing conld bo better.

A Laftle Golden Key of Heaven. (Talbot Press. 2/-)

A vest-pocket prayer-book such as many men look out
fur. Tt contains all the essential devotions, and is well
hound.

The Coming of Caculain.

I the Gades of the North.

The Teiwmph of Oucalain. Three
O Grady.  (Talbot Press (o))
Moxt of us who are interested in the Gaclie revival

have heen often anxious to obsain in permanent form the

heautiful stories of the ancient Irish, and too often our
scarch for books such as we sought wos vain. Nobhody can
understand modern Irish literature without a krowledge
of the old legends and tales. Tho best of earse, of Sto-
phens, of Yeats is scaled to us unless wo have studied
the andient mythelogy. To know it is as imperative for
an Irish student as it is imperative for a student of the
clagsics to know the mythology of Greeee and Rome. Tho
Talbot Press alveady gave us in Standish VGrady’s Essays
a most helpful hook. It bhas inereased our indebtedness

voluies by Standish

itow by the publication of the three volumes under ocur
notice.  In New Zealand we are glad to know that many

are deeply interested in Ireland’s past, and wo are glad
to be able to mtroduce to  them  such  works as
Mr.  O'Grady’s, ftor the appearance of which we
have  to thank  the well-konown firm  of publishers
in Talbot  Street. Some  time agp  we quoted a
long passaze from  Padraic Pearse, and we saw how le
regarded the study of the Celiie here Cuculain as of vast
importance for Irish hoys.  Cueuwlain was in a sense the
model hero, and St. FKnda's boys were tanght to aim at
heconung as 1t were Christian Cucutains. The Gaelie past
Lved at St Moda’s and itz inspiration was drawn from
Pearse deep lore of ancient lreland.  O'Grady’s books aroe
calenlated te de for theie readers what Pearse did for his
hovs.,  They will bring back the lost knowledge, and will
restore the deals of national gulture, which next to her

Christian faith. are Treland's greaiesi treasure. Writing
of these baoks, AT says: “When T close my eyes, sl

brood in wemory over the books which most profoundly
affeeted me, [ And nene excited my imagination more than
Standish O Grady's especial narrative of Cuculain.,  Whit-
wan said of his Teaves of Grass, © Camerade, this 1s vo
ook : who touches this touches a man ' and O'Grady might
have hoasied of his Bardic Histery of Trelamd, writien
with his whole being, that there was moroe thas a man
in it, there was the sonl pof o people, its noblest and most
exalted life symbol set in the story of one heroic character.
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Speeial line of Jap Silk Blouses.
arc woell made, of pood gualitv silk,
with roll and also couvertible collars,

White Jap Silk Blouses, in heavy quality

gilks,  Bmartly-cut collars
Assorted styles awd sizes,
from .

23/6 27/6 55/6

BEATH'S, Christchurch

The Loveliest Blouses——Moderately Priced, ton!

ALERTNESS, the prime factory in
Business maintaining Supremacy in Style,
BEATH'S
SECTION. The Garments showing To-day

any amart Strived Sk Rlouses, with  sequnare

BLOUSE and pointed colloss piain, ]'“T, very
serviceable,  Assovted shades .. 22/8

alluring  offering. .
Movelty Blonses. In White Freneh M
These brojdered  Voites, Pretty  shapes.

Vadeu-
3I5/6

Collars trinnned insertion and

21/- civnnoes lace .. .. ..
and  culls.
Banging

Novelties in Sports Coais and |
Jumpers—exqguisitely fashioned l

F. K. LAWBS, The SPORTS HOUSE, 29 Courtenay Place, Wellington. Also at Riddiford Street, Newtown.
THE BEST CRICEET MATERIAL can always be obtained at cur Premises in COURTENAY PLACE, or
at our Branch Houss in RIDDIFORD 3., NEWTOWN. Sporting Goods of every deseription stocked by us,
- together with a varied and choiee range of Liadies’ Handbags and Travelling Requisites. .:: ‘Proxs 4430,



