Taursnay, Ocroner 23, 1919,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 43

ON THE LAND

MAREET REPORTS.

At Durnside last week there was a medium yarding
of 166 head of fat cattle. The quality, on the whole, was
only fair, and prices were about equal {o the previous
week’s rates. Prime bullocks £32 to £40, medium £24 to
£30, lighter sorts £17 to £22, prime heifers £20 to £24 10s,
medium £16 to £19, light and aged to £14. Fat sheep:
1751 yarded. 'The gquality was of ordinary description,
and light and unfinished sorts were easier by from 2s to
3s per head, while prime heavy sheep, of which there were
few forward, brought about equal to last sale’s rates. Prime
wethers 65s to 75s 94, medium 52s 6d to 63s, light and un-
finished 37s upwards, prime ewes 533 to 60s 6d, medium
44s to 52s, light and unfinished 33s upwards. Spring lambs:
Only 17 were offered. These were of medium quality, and
sold at prices ranging from 27z 9d to 30s 6d per head.
Pigs: A small yarding, the supply being insufficient for
requirements, and consequently prices showed an advance
on thoe previous week’s rates. Best baconers made from
10id to 11d per 1b, and best porkers from ild to 111d
per lb.

At Addington thero was a slightly smaller yarding of
fat sheep and about the same as the previous week of cattle.
Prime quality in both maintained values, but the second
grade showed a weakening tendency. Fat sheep: The qua-
lity was hetter than previously, several very prime pens
being forward. The market for these was up to recent
values, but there was a decided lack of keenness for the
indifferent quality. Extra primo wethers brought to 72s,
prime wethers 5ls to G6s, medium 43s 3d to 48s, lighter
37s 7d to 40s 9d, extra prime ewes to 62s 3d, prime ewes
485 6d to 58s, medium ewes 41s to 47s, lighter 3is 9d to
39s, prime hogpets 455 to 558, lighter 36s Gd. TFat cattle :
334 were entered, and these included some pens of good
quality beef, for which there was a demand practically
en & par with the previous week. One pen of four-year-
old steers was sold at £34 10s. Iuferior sorts showed a
decline. Extra prime brought £40 2s Gd, prime £21 10s
to £34 10s, ordinary £10 to £19, prime heifers £15 10s to
£921 7s 6d, ordinary £8 10s to £14 10s, extra prime cows
to £21 10s, prime £18 10s, ordinary £7 3s to £12 10s.
Vealers: There was a fair yarding of poor quality. TRun-
ners brought £3 to £6, good vealers £3 to £4 10s, fair
£2 to £2 135, small and inferior Js to £1 18s. Pigs: There
was a medium entry. Tho demand was Lkeen, and the sale
was good. Extra heavy baconers £10, henvy £7 10s te
£8 10s, medinm £5 10s to £7 {(cqual to 11¢ te 113d per
1), heavy porkers £4 10s to £5, medium £3 13s to £4 5s
{equal to 1s per 1), choppers £6 to £O.

THE VALUE OF SALT IN FEEDING COWS.

Thoe value of salt in feeding cows is a factor likely
to be evorlooked. Experts hiave declared that a cow weigh-
ing 10001k requires about three-fourths of an ounce of
saly daily per 10001 live weight, with 0.Goz fur_ each 201_13
milk produced. A few years ago the Wisconsin Experi-
ment Station proved that sall is neeessary if an animat
is to remain in good health and to perform her normal
functions. A bulletin published giving results of the ex-
periment made this statement : —“In every case the cows
exhibit an abnormal appetite for salt after having been
deprived for two or three weeks, but in 1o case dld. the
liealth, as shown by the general appearance, the live weipht,
or the yield of milk, appear to be affected until a much
longer time had elapsed. The period of immunity varies
with individual cows from less than a month ie more than
a vear. There was finally reached a condition of low
vibality in which a sudden and complete breakdown oc-
curred. This stage was marked by a loss of appetite, a
general Tiaggard appearance, lustreless eves, 2 rough coat,
and a very rapid decline in hoth live weight and yield of
millk.”’

PROSPECTS OF A LIVING FROM BEES.

To those who are unaeguainted with t-h.e honey-raising
industry, there scems to be a continual impression that
beckeeping is 2 business that must he looked upon merely
as a sido line, which may bo a moere or less pleasany hobby
for such as aro not afraid of bees, hut that lit could mever
he relied upon for a total means of livelihood, As &
matter of fact, the very reverse is the case (says a con-
temporary). To tack anything nowadays on to beekeeping
is to loso money at the hees, and the best of all things
to go with beekeeping is some more bees. In fact, the
term beekeeping is rapidly becoming obsolete. The idea
to-day is not that a person keeps bees, but ’E,hat the bees
keep the person, and the term 'honey-pro(.luc.er is supersecémg
rapidly the old term of beckeeper, for it iz honey-proauc-
tion in the commoreial senso of the term hat one has in
mind when using either the newer or the clder of the two

appellations. The day of the small beckeeper of 20 or so
colonies is be.mg made so rugged, by the strict enforcement
of‘ the Ap_larles Act, that he (or she) oither has to grapple
with the industry with up-to-date methods that take quite
a deal of application, or go out of the hobby entirely.
Usually suc1_1 persons have the good scnse to realise - how
much t.l:lere_ is in the occupation, and rather than obliterate
their fancied possession, they reconstruct it and lamnch
out as at least a commercial producer, however small.
Agpain, there are far too many of the gentler sex, both in
our own Deminion and throughout the world, who ’a.re mak-
ing a handsoms return as a sole means of subsistence out
of hone_y—gr.oductlon to need any further assurance as to
t_hq relinbility of the industry as & means of making a
living—and & very handsome living at that.

SANITARY WHITEWASHES.

One of the best whitewashes known (writes a corre-
spondent to the N.Z. Daivyman) is a mixture of Portland
cement and milk—skim-millk, butter-milk, or sweet whole-
milk. It is as follows: —Stir inte one gallon of milk about
3lb of Portland cement, and add sufficient Venstian red
paint (in powder} to impar: a good eolor. Any other dry
color may be used, according to the tint desired. The milk
will hold the ecolor in suspension, but the cement, heing
very heavy, will sink to tho bottom, so that it becomes
necessary to keep the mixture well stirved with a paddle.
This necessity to stir is the only drawback to the paint
but as its efficiency depends upon the thorough admixtur(;
of the cement so that the walls may have a good coat of it
you will recognise that it is nol safe to leave its applicai
tion to untrustworthy and careless help. Six hours after
ap_plymg, this paint will be as immovable as a month-old
paint, and as unaffccted by water. T have heard of build-
ings 20 years old painted in this manner, in which the
wood was still in good condition, so wel! had the paint
preserved it. The effect of such a coating seems to bs to
petrify the surface of the wood. Whola milk is beiter
than hutter-milk or skim-milk, as it contains more oil, and
this is the constituent that sets the cement. If mixed with
water instead of milk, the wash rubs off, and soaks off
readily.

A first-elnss whitewash, which will not rub off, is made
by disselving 21h of ordinary glue in 7 pints of water,
and when all is dissolved adding Goz of bichromate of
potassium, dissolved in a pint of hot water. The maker
should stiv the wixture well, and then add sufficient whit-
ing to make it up to the consisteney of thick ereain. The
wash should be applied with a bLrosh in the erdinary man-
ner, as quickly as possible. Tt dries in a very shiort time
and, by the action of light, hecomes converted into a peri
fectly insoluble waterproof substance, which does not wash
off, even with hot water, and at the same time does unot
@ive riso to mould growth, as whitewash made with size
often does. It may be coloved to any desived tint by the
use of a trace of any aniline dye.

Another good whitewash may bo made thus: —Slake
1 peck of lime iu boiling water, keeping it just covered
by the water while slaking,  Strain through a coarse cloth.
Add 2 quarts of fine salt dissolved in warm water, 11b of
rice meal boiled in water to a thin paste, ilb of whiting,
and b of plue dissolved in warm water. Mix all thaor-
oughly, and allew to stand covered for two or three days;
stir occasionally, Heat the mixture before using.

The Department of Agriculture, replying to a corre-
spondent whose attewmpt 1o usc lime as a spray washk had
been defeated by the blecking up of the spray nozzle, said
thnt the mixture oupght first to have been strained twice
or more often through a picece of scrim. The following
wash was recommended : —Thoroughly dissolve some blue-
stone in boiling water—say, a teacupful to a bucketful
of water—-and mix the lime with this while hot. The
bluestone will have the effect of making the mixture stick,
and if well strained it will easily pass through an ordinary
spray pump. If the object of the spraying is to keep
inscet vermin in clieck, it would he advisable first to give
the houses a good coating with tar. When this is thor-
oughly dry it may he followed by a good spraying of the
lima wash.

May your piety be humble. T.ove to walk in the beaten
paths, without secking extraordinary ocues, so subject to
illusion and so full of perils.—Molher M. of the Sacred
Heart.

Removing in most cases is not locked forward to with
plensure. Save yourself a great deal of trouble by em-
ploying The New Zealand Express Company. Ixperienced
men, with suitable vehicles, are sent to your house. Result,
time is saved, precious things are not broken, and anroy-
ances and worries are aveided....
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The thnlx (Establiskied 1762)

Funds, £17,000,000.
Claims Paid, '£88,000,000,



