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ON THE LAND

-

MAREKET REPORTS.

At Burnside last week only 97 head of fat cattle were
offered. The number of prime bullocks was greater than
has been the case for a considerable time, and the quality,
taken as n whole, hetter than has been seen at Burnside
yards for some weeks., The yarding was insufficient for
requirements, and the previcous week’s exceptionally high
prices were maintained. The demand from start to finish
was exceptionally keen. KExtra prime bullocks £40 to £52,
prime bullocks £30 to £368, medium £24 to £23 10s, light
and unfinished £17 to £21, prime cows and heifers £19 2s
6d to £24 10s, medium £16 to £19, old and inferior £10
to £15. ¥at sheep: 1065 came forward. This was a small
yarding, consequently buyers were keen to fulfil their re-
quiremcents, and prices opened at rates fully egualling the
high prices ruling the previous week. 'Towards the end
of the sale, however, the market was, if anything, in-
clined to weaken to the extent of about Is per head. The
quality was only medium. “The proportion of extra prime
sheep was small, the biggest part of the yarding being
composed of medium to light-weight cwes and wethers.
Prime wethers 60s to 73s 3d, medinm 5ls 6d to 38s, light
405 to 305, a few extra prime ewes to 84s 3d, prime 50s
to 36s, medinm 425 to 47s 6d, light and aged 30s to 39s 9d.
Spring lambs: Only five spring lambs were offered, and
under excelleut competition they were sold at the follow-
ing prices: 3 at 34s, 2 at 36s. Pigs: Thero was a small
entry of loth fat and store pigs, consequently competition
was specially keen, prices for fats showiug an advance on
provious week’s values of 7s 6d to 10s per head.

At Addingten Iast week there werve larper cntries in
most sections.  The main feature was a decided drop in
fat sheep, but fat eattle were still firm.  Fat lambs: 80
were penned.  Prices fell 3s, and ranged from 13s to 20s.
I'at sheep: The yarding was quite double that of the pre-
vious week. The sale opened fairly well, hut a sharp de-
cline in prices then nccurred. the decrease being estimated
at 10s te 15s per head. FExtra prime wothors to (9s, prime
478 o 395 Bd, medium 40s to $3s. lghter 36s to 38s 3d,
exira prime ewes 5rs, prime 2% io ¥ Gd, medium 37
to s, lichter 97s 8d to 33 Gd, hogeets 30s 1o 47s Gd.
T"at eattle: 3820 head were varded.  The sale was very
uneven, opening easier, hut firming te late rates. Extra
prime steers £33 to £30, prime £22 {0 £26, ordinary £10
1o L£18, extra prime heifers to £39 10s, prime £16 to £21,
ordinary £10 7s 6d to £13, extra prime cows to €21 10s,
prime £13 105 ta £19. ordinary £7 95 6cd to £13. Vealers:
The inquiry was keen, and values firm. Runners £5 55 to
25 Gd, good vealers £3 to £4 10s, fair vealers 40s to
s, small and inferior 38 1o 375, Pigs: There was a small
entry of fat pigs and a geod demand. Extra heavy bacon-
ers £9 43 to £9 195 6d, heavy €7 10s to £8 10s, others
£6 to £7 (equal to 111d per 1), heavy porkers £4 10s to
£5 4y, others £3 125 to €4 3s (equal to 1s to 1s 03d per 1),
choppers £7 13s.

Moessrs. Donald Reid and Co., Lud., report/—Tho fort-
niphtly sales of rabbitsking were held on Monday, October
G, with the following gquotations: —Runuers and suckers
from 14d to 23d, light racks from 32d to 42d, summers
from 20d to 26d, autumns from 72d te 08d, early winters
from 110d to 130d, winter broken from 60d to 63d, autumn
blacks from 54d to 66Ld, prime bhlacks from 146d te 180d.
first fawn from 93d to 104d, super does from 200d to 211d,
socond does from 180d to 200d, super bucks 124d to 138d,
spotty hucks from 96d to 107d, milky does from 24d to
56d, spotty does from 33d to 10Gd, sprinpgs from 48d 1o
6Nel, haresking from 33d to 40d, horsehair from 17d +to
194d. A small parcel of extra cholee super does brought
up to 224d.  Bidding was erratic.  Good winters sold a
shade better than at the last sale.

LINSEED IN CALI-TFEFEDING.

In the feeding of calves it is found ibab linsced (the
seck of Hax) meal or crushed linseed added to skim or
separated milk is one of the safest and most economical
substitutes for the abstracted milk fat. Linseed approaches
more nearly in composition to the solids of milk than any
other fond, and the oil which it contains, to the extent of
34 to 38 per ceut., is easily digestible. There is, however,
a risk in buying any grain or sced in the form of a meal,
as it is difficult to detect impurities when the material is
sold iu this condition, consequently these who grow their
own linseed are best off.  Whole milk should be fed for
at least one aweek. During the next week the change
from whole milk to skim-milk should he gradual. Sub-
stitute cach day a regular proportion of skim-milk for the
wame amount of whole milk withdrawn., The skim-milk
ghould ba fed warm, from 90deg to 100Gdeg Fahr. To replace
the fat removed from the skim-milk, as well as to furnish

.ing to the three-month-old calf.

additional protein, is mow the duty of the linseed, mixed
with the milk in the form of a jelly, This jelly should be
added in small guantities at first, and slowly increased.
Begin with a dessertspoonful in each portion, and gradually
increase until about & cupful is being fed night and morn-
: To prepare the jell

boil or steep 1lb of linsced in water al?nosll boiling fntyiri

‘a thick paste results. Another method of preparation is

to take a half-cupful of erushed linseed in a quart of water
and allew it to simmer just below the boiling point until
a thick jelly is formed. It should be kept cool and sweet
until fed.

MAKING CONCRETE POSTS ON THE FARM.

Concrete posts are one of the concrete products that
can he successfully made on the farm, Some of the farmer's
spare time during the winter months can be put 40 good
advantage in this work. There is nothing which detracts
more from the appearance of a furm than a pear fence
and there is nothing which adds more to the appearance’
cfficiency, and life of a fence than good, durable posts:
To r_nake conerete posts during the winter months pre-
caution must be taken to ses that ihe materials do not
freeze before setting, A place for this work where there
is no danger of freezing can be found on every farm. There
are certaln requirements to obtain good results in making
conerete posts that every user of concrete should have weﬁ
iu mind: —TUse new cement that is free from lumps. Use
clean, coarse sand. TUse pravel or broken stone that is
well graded, free from seft material such as clay, organic
matter, ete. Use encugh cement. A rich mixture of 1 part
cement, 1} of sand, and 3 of. broken stonoe not larger than
i-inch, is best for posts. Mix cemeni and sand thoroughty
while dry.  Add broken stone and water and continue mix-
ing. Conerete mixed for a period of five ininutes is much
hetter than when mixed for one minute only.  Proper
amount and proper placing of reinforeing is essential.
Tour }-inch ivon rods are nceessary. Dlace these near
cach corner of the posts.

A VALUABLE STUBSTITUTE FOR NTTROGEN.

Soot s a very valuable nitrogenous fertiliser and in-
secticide. Tt ix a uscful substitute {for nitrogenous manure,
aml helps to disorganise and render soluble such vegetable
matter as it may come in contact with cither in the soil or
the compost heap.  As a plant stimulant, it s best strewn
hetween the lines of growing crops from Oetuber onwards,
preferably in showery weather, and heed in.  Shonld the
Teafage of the vegetable be young or tender, it may be
wise to keep the soot exposed to air, but under shelter,
for two or three weeks before uee. Onions and leeks, all
the ecabbage tribe (including turnips), beet, and carrots
regpond  very readily to soot dressings, aud it is highly
efficacious as a prevention or remedy far the many pesta
which attack these crops. IL is equally good for cereals
and grass applied in spring, and few things are better for
checking the ravapges of the turnip flea. Dug into the
soil, or strewn along the drills when planting potatoes,
beans, or peas, 1t is helpful as a plant food, and is disliked
by wire-worm. It destrovs much insect vermin when mixed
into accumulaiions of vegetable matter, and enriches this
so that 1t makes a valuable supplementary fertiliser. Lime,
ar artificials containing lime, should not be used with soot,
for the former liberates its most preclions ingredient—the
ammonia—which then escapes in the form of gas. But I
have noted some remarkable offects upon plant growth from
using a mixture of one part airslaked lime to three parts
of fresh soot, this being Loed in between the rows or sown
hroadeast immediately before or during rain. This mixture
is also dreaded by caterpillars of muost kinds, and will not,
as a rule, injure matured foliage.

A good liquid manure may be made by immersing a
peck of soot in a weighted bag in 50 gallons of water.
After soaking for a weel, an ocensional stirring being
advantageons, it will be ready for use, and can be given
to all vegetables which need stiimunlating.  But in using
this liquid fertiliser, or any other for that matter, one
must not apply it while the roots are dry.  After watering
or heavy rain is tho best time.

Spot should always be beught by measure, and not by
weight, for the leaviest samples are the poorest, since
they contain much brick and mortar. Really good soot
should be very light and “flufly,”” and the blacker it is
the better the quality. Soot frem factory chimners is
seldom as good as that from dwelling-houses.

. —A.T.J., in the N.Z. Dairyman.

CLINCHER CYCLE TYRES are guaranteed six, nine,
twelve, and fifteen months —HAYWARD BROS.
& CO., LTD., CrristeEURcH, Wholesale Distributors
' for New Zealand. :
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