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ON THE LAND

MARKET REPORTS.

At Burnside last week 200 fat cattle were varded. The
quality was good. Prime heavy hullocks £30 to £34 10s,
extra £38 10s to £40, prime £24 125 6d to £28 125 Gd,
medium £19 to £22 10s, prime cows and heifers £19 25 6d
to £22 17s 6d, medium £14 7s 6d to £186, light £10 upwards.
Fat sheep: The yarding consisted of 1605 sheep. A fair
proportion were good guality, with a few extra heavy show
sheep. Prices were easier on previous woeek's rates by 9s
to 2s 6d per head. DPrimo heavy wethers 58s 6d to T1s, extra
to 955, prime 48s to 57s 9d, mediwm 88s 6 to 44s 6d, light
343, extra prime heavy owes 60s 9d to 62s 6d, primo 43s 3d
to-47s 6d, medium 358 to 38s 6d, light 31s, The fow heggets
penned sold at 36s to 52s. Pigs: A fair yarding of wvond
quality. Prices opened un a par with late rates, but to-
wards the end of the sale eased somewhat.

At the Addington market last week the wvarding of
sheep and cattle was about on a par with the previous sale,
but the general quality of the stock was not so good. Fat
cattle: 302 were penned, and the guality generally was
good, but a pood deal inferior to that of the previous sale,
and values weakened a little, Extra prime steers to £34
153, prime £18 to £24, ordinary £8 10s to £17, prime
heifers £15 to £18 10s, ordinary £11 12s to £14 10s, extra
prime cows to £21 15s, prime cows £12 to £17 10s, ordinary
£8 12s 6d to £11 10s. The varding of fat sheep was larger,
but of much poorer quality, and valnes declined for all ex-
cept the few good quality lines. FExtra prime wethers to
69s, prime 40s 3d to 54s 6d, medium 33s 64 to 39s 1, lighter
278 to 34s 3d, extra prime ewes Sds 6d, prime 425 to 50s,
medium 3535 6d to 40s Gd, lighter 30s to 33s, hoggets 30s 9d
to 40s 6d. Pigs: There was a small entry of fat pigs of
moderate guality, and porkers were slightly casier. Extra
heavy baconers to £9 3s, heavy £7 105 to £8 108, medium
£5 to £6 13s (equal to 104id per 1), heavy porkers £4 10s
to £5, medium £3 10s 6d to £4 5s (equal to 111d to 1s per
Ib), choppers £4 to £10 14s. There wasa large enuy of
ptore pigs, hut a weak demand. Quotations fur large 55s
to 64s, medium 425 to 32s, saall 37s to 41s, weaners, 195 to
42s.

Messrs, Donald Reid and Co., Lid., report having leld
their fortuightly rahbitskin sale on Monday, September §,
when there was a full representation of huvers, and large
catalogues were submitted by each selling hreker.  Bidding
was again very keen throughout the sale, and prices for all
classes of skins may he quoted very firin at last sale’s high
rates. Values for extra prime winter does and extra prime
winter bueks advaneed slichtly, Quotations: Extra prime
winter does to 196d, lirst winter docs 180d 1o 190d, second
winter does 135d to 175d, extra prime winter bucks 130d
tn 160d, first winter hucks 110d to 125d, sccoud winter bucks
T00d to 110d, outgoing winter dees 96d to 11X, outgoing
winter bucks 90d to 1004, incoming winters 100d to 110d,
best autumns 73d to 90d, early autumns G6d to 724, prime
racks to 38}d, light racks 26d to 30d, prime winter blacks
195d to 202d, first winter black 175d to 190d, second winter
black 140d to 150d, autumn black 90d to 110d, fawns §95d
ta 103d, hareskins 33d to 41d, catsking Gd to 12d cach,
horsehair 16d to 19%d.

LIMING OF S0ILS,

A Farmers Bulletin, issued by the TUnited States De-
partment of Agriculture, on the principles of the liming
of soils, contains an interesting feature in a hricl summary
of what should net be expected of iiming. There is some-
times a disposition to repard lime as a curc-all, and this
summary is, therefore, quite worth repeating (says o writer
in the Freeman's Journol). It is in the following terms: —
Himing will not take the placo of drainage. Acid-soil con-
ditions frequently are due to poor drainapge, but liming can
improve only the conditions in the upper soil, making for
better circulation of air and water. Impervious layers or
hardpan should be bhroken up. Liming cannot take the
place of proper crop rotation, cultivation, or soil manage-
ment. In fact, the use of lime makes it more necessars
that rotation and all cunitural methods he studied moro
carefully., Lime docs not supply any of the clements fur-
nished by fertilisers—potash, phosphorie acid, or nitrogen.
The use of lims may enable the farmer to do with less fer-
tiliser, or in an emergency to do without it aitogether for
a time. Good results should not he cxpected fromn tho ap-
plication of lime t¢ a seil deficient in organic matter, and
liming should not be expected to build up such a soil, un-
less such organic matter is supplied, cither in stable manure
or in green crops ploughed in.”’

ROTATION OF CROPS.
The following interesting paragraph is fron} a paper
read by Professor A. J. Perkins, Director of Agriculturo in
Bouth Australia, at a conference conducted -hy the Agri-

cultural Bureau in that Staté:—In older “days . . . it
was customary to assert that plants excreted from their
reot system special undefined substances, which were togie
in their action against plants of the same kind, but harm-
less, and sometimes even benmeficial, to plants different in
type; . . . this unsupportable theory was generally sup-
posed to justify sofficiently the practice of rotation. On
this particular point the long and patient experimental
work of Lawes and Gilbert throws some interesting side-
lights. Year after year, and on the same land, they were
able to grow crops of wheat of more than normal vields for
more than 60 consecutive years, and they were equally suc-
cessful with crops of oats and barley. Hence, it soon be-
camse apparent that insofar as these three cereals were con-
cernedl, the excretory theory could not be maintained. In-
gleed ... Bir J. B. Lawes espressed tho opinion that if
in current practice English farmers were unable to Erow
wheat to advantage year after year on the same Jand, it
was mainly because, in the course of time, the land became
very foul with weeds, On the other hand, Lawes and (il
bert were far less suceessful in their attempts at continu-
ous cropping of root crops, such as turnips, ete., and of
?egumumus crops, such as red clover, beans, ete. Inquiry
into the causes of various failures met with by Lawes and
others, in their attempts at continuous cropping, tends to
show that no one particular factor gan he held universally
responsible in all cases. . . . Repeated cropping enables
parasites to acemmulate on the lnnd; . . . it is certainly

the ease ‘with wheat grown in those Incalitics at all liahlo
to take-all™’

COW-TESTING FOR PROTIT.

A certain cow-testing association in the State of Wash-
inglon, U.8.A., in completing jts third year of testing,
reports that 62 cows were found to be unprofitahle and
were killed fer beef during the period (says a writer in an
exchange),  The owners of soveral cews which were sold for
dairy purposes testified that the association’s records had
helped  them materially in getting full values for their
animals.  One stud-owner relates that the rocords enabled
him to get £4 per head more for cortain cows when he sold
them. A considerable company got enoueh over average
prices for similar animals to theirs to pay tle cost of test-
ing for 10 years to eome, A third owner was also helped
matervially by the association records in selling his cows at
cood prices. A comparison of the averages of tho three
years' operations is distinetly instructive, the productions
of the cows increasing steadily under the influence of test-
ing—due in a large measure to improved methods of feeding.
Thie report states that there has actualls been an incrense
in the number of silos in use in the district, and the herds
wheve there are silos show much better avernge produetions
and profits than those whoro there are none.

The average production per cow tested Dy this asso-
eiation is given 1hus:—

Milk. Butter-fat.  Profit over feed.
M6 A778lh 255.41h 1433 2d
1017 611210 261.4lh 170s 0d
1918 T5301h 316.11h 278s 7d

The same tondency is evident in Great Britain, where
milk records associations are being formed in guite a num-
ber of centres. Cows in respeet of which certificates have
heen issued find ready bhugers. It is related by a writer in
Mervk Toane Fepress that at a reeent sale in the north of
Fugland a non-pedigree Shorthorn cow brought £175 only
on her certified reeord.

The means by which herddesting is aeing to be carried
ont in thig country are hardly clear yet, but overy scrious
student of the dairy indusiry, and everyone who takes a
brief view of the economie situation, sees that it is only
o matter of time when the question of disposing of the
many unprofitable animals in our herds will have to be
faced. The boarder cow is o piece of incffielent machinery
that will have to go, partly becanse she is unprofitable in |
herself and partly beeause sho may be keeping a better
cow out of good feed. The present high prices are little
more than fostering unsound business, and to that there
is always an end.

Hlumility s Lthe AB.C. of a spiritual life.—St. Vincent
da Paul,

The ills of life are infinite,
But few unbroken health enjoy;
Strive as we may to keep it right,
Bome stress the balance doth destroy.
In winter this is ever so,
Of sore throat, cough, or cold we're sure;
"Tis then we know the debt we cwe
To welcome Woods” Great Peppermint Cure.
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