IRISH NEWS

GENERAL.

The provision in-the new Irish Local Govermmnent
Bill which enabled the Local Goverhment Board to
dismiss councils and administer affairs by means of itg
own nominees has been dropped under pressure of de-
mocratic opposition#in Parliament.
question was aimed against the Sinn Fein party.

Dr. Crowley, M.P., of Listowel, was recently re-
leased fromn Belfast Gaol on the grounds of ill-health.
He said the Sinn Fein prisoners were then I4 weeks
confined to their cells without any exercise.  Four or
five were in hospital and the remainder in poor health.
He added that though the prisoners were weak they
were it good spivits.

The Paris corvespondent of the Zri<k Tndependent
says the Italian papers of all shades of opinion are
devaling o surprisingly lavge awount of attention 1o
1he Tvish stluation, not pne of them, so far as he has
seon, adopting anv ofler attitwde thon that of demand-
ing the recocnition of Irigh velf-government.  He men-
tionn amoncet others the Popolo ' {iahie, the draati,
the fdca Natremale, and he Gernale " Ttalie,

The Londen T zavs {he problem of Ireland
e no dencer hee Jeft o as oo atier of debate, Somn
solulion must be ior Abe preseat predtion of
affaivs 1 poieepiog the bremider onrrents of imperial
and cetiernal ilicsl‘;l':-'::-i. M. Rochfort Maguire, a foll'n.ler
Pavnellite LP. writer o letter advecating Drominion
Home Hule, and the formation of two Irish States
to meet {he case ol Ulster,

Ferned,

The Centred Hall eleciton bas been e bad blow

to the Conlitio Govertingent,  Commonder l{n‘n\\‘u]”l_\',

! tle i too muse the Lreh -_llll*,-iTinrl

thie Locbornd woten

nmediatels o e reccnds Tas H‘!Hm::h as e an piet
to the disgist cansed be the Governiment’s  coercion
policy. AT the censon elvction, the Coalitiondsr) Siv

Mark Svikes, bad a majoriey of over 10,0000 This has
Leen turned mto aominority of over JOOO,

The lion., Thomas J. Rvan, Prentier of Queens-
Taud,mwhilst 11 Llreeland, called on Mr. de Valera and
on My, Dillen. e wade the tollowing statement to
an fudependont veporters - The results of the recent
eleetions in Treland were manifest indications of the
Bitter reseutinent of the Irivh people sgainst. the failure
to deal satisfuciorily with the lrvish question.  This
guestion has Lecome not only a matter of Tmperial in-
terest, but of international importance, and was a
problem which imperatively called fer solution in ac
cordance with (lie principle of self-determination, which
had now received such universal recognition amongst
the peoples of the earth.”

OFFICIAL MISREPRESENTATION,

Mr. Macpherson, Chief Secretary for Ireland, re.
ferring in the House of Commons to the kidnapping of
two children by the Irish police, said :— The outrage
in that case was an abduction of two small boys, These
boys might or might not have been able to give evi-
dence, and they were taken into the cave of the police
in order to preserve them {rom the menacing attitude
of the Siun Feiners in the district. They were kindly
treated by the police, and the rmoment their fathers
and mothers requested the police to hand them over,
and they were assured there was no further danger, t}lu
boys were sent to their homes.” The facts are quite
different. The assertion that the boys ‘‘were taken iuto
the care of ths police in order to preserve them from
the menacing attitude of the Sinn Feiners” is false.
The children were seized and carried off to Dublin by
parties of police. Their parents wers Ieft in ignorance
of their having been taken away. It Is not true bthal
they were released as soon as the fathers and mothers
applied that they should be set free. They were de-
tained in custody for weeks, questioned and cross-ques-
tioned by the police day by day, and only released
when the parent of one of them, after fruitless appeals
to the police and the Lord Lieutenant, moved for a
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writ of habeas corpms in the Dublin Court of King’s
Beuch. From this it is evident how little reliance can
be placed on information given in the House of Com-.
mons by the Chief Secretary.—London Catholie Times.

DE VALERA ON A LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

Mr. de Valera gave his views on the proposed
League of Nations at the public meeting of the Dail
Eireann held ir the Mansion House, Dublin, on April
11, His views are substantially those of the English
Labor Party. [le said:— ]

To get a League of Nations founded there should
be a feeling for it in the hearts of the plain, the com-
mon people. That feeling is in the hearts of three-
fourths of the people of the werld, but they are unable
te express it.  But it was only in the comnion people in
whom these feelings are found, and it is for them to
fall in behind President Wilson and teil him they
would back him up and support him. It was ot ‘suf-
ficient to admire his principles. They should be ready
to take their part behind him and tell him that in
stinding by theve principles they would back him up’;
hut to do that it was necessury for the plain people,
the commen people, all the werld over, to organise and
back Tim up. ““We are hers to-day,” said Mr. de Va-
Ieva, tossay we baek Nim up if it is his wish to estal-
lish o League of Natioms in which equality of right
amotgst, the vations is the foundation-stone. The So-
cialists in Berne, we in Ireland—the whels world—Ilook
fo President Wilson as a leader in thiy crisis 3 the whola
hope of the world is in him, and if we wish him to ba
strony we must tell him we are ready to back him up.’”
To vstabdish the nevesaary feeling in the hearts of 1he
precple, ho coantinuded, they should organise the races.
Phis Government will ofganise the Trish people, and
do everything in its power to assist President Wilson,
and by asking neutral nations to fall in behind these
principles in the establishment of a League of Nations,
and to support it against all who may try to found
the new form which the League is taking now. That
is a form of confirmation of tyrammy, it simply means
an assccation to pefpetunte the powers of uations who
had them, and for ever leave in slavety those who had
Deen kept in slavery by rules called international law,
which were the rules of thieves for regilating conduct
amongst themselves. The American people;- who had
fuught for justice, and had themselves to crush a domi-
nating Power, understcod what liberty is. It was long
enough at the head of the neutral nations before it
entered the war, and knew what war meant for the
world, and what a I'ast‘mg peace would mean for the
world,  America had got out of the war probably with
Jess sacrifices than any other nation. France, unfortu-
nately, was smarting from terrible wounds, and they
could not expect Franee to be calm. They should try.
and help France foom feeself, for if in the ‘peace ini-
posed on Germany thete is any desire for revenge on
Germany, as was laid in the 'f{'mty of Versailles, the
new treaty would be followed by another war. They
sympathised with Franee and understood her attitude.
They should remember Franve cannot Bbe calm, It was
impossible for persous who had suffered as the people
of France had, to bo ealm. Those who had suffered
less should try aud save France frem an act that would
endanger herself. “"We are here,” he convluded, “‘om
behalf of the Irish people, and we are quite ready to
take our part in a League of Nations in which, as I
have said, the foundation-stone is equality of right
amongst nations. To hold any nation in subjection to
'a.*other is slavery. As-Lecky says: ‘The government
of one nationality by another is of the nature of slavery,
and is essentially iliegitimate, and the true right of
nations is the recognition of the full right of each na-
tion to acquire and maintain a separate existence, .to,
create or change its™government according to its des’
sire.” That expresses our feelings on this questién,
and T say if the peace is to be s lasting peace, that
principle must be recogniced and acted upon.’”
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