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DEATH OF VERY REV. DEAN HILLS, S.M.

A telegraphic message from Auckland on Thurs-
day, August 7, announces the death, at the Mater
Misericordiee Iospital, of the Very Rev. Francis Dean
Hills, 8 M. The deceased priest, whe, owing to failing
health, had for some time retived from active dyty,
was ht’)rn in the archdiocese of Westminster, Lond_oh,
on Christmas Day, 1855, was professed in- the Sociely
of Mary on May 6, 1877, and was shortly a.it'—er 01‘(1;.}111(3(1
to the priesthood. Tle was for a long peviod associated
with St. Mary’'s College, Duundall, Ireland, and with

the University College, Leeton Street, Dublin, first
as an ecclesiastical student, aud afterwards as u profes-
sor. He spent some considerable time in the colleges
of France, and was a distinguished French scholar,
speaking that language with great fluency. ]It‘) cane
to Bt. Patrick’s Cellege, Welhington, m 1897, joining
the professorial staff in the Chair of Litevature, aud
retaioing also the position of vice-rector, alﬁccs he held
for over 10 years. Tn 1908 he was appointed to ihe

diocese of Christechurch as parish priest of Leeston. -

position he worthily filied until the Leginning of 1911,
when be was appomted to the pastorate of Blenheim,
which then had just become vacant. Towards the end
of the same year, Dean Hills was recalled to the diocese
of Christchurch, having been appointed by Bishop
Grimes vicar-general in succession to Dean Ginaty,
whom he also succeeded as rector of St. Mary’s, Man-
“chester Street. The lute Dean ITills cccupied the office
of Diocesan Administrator on the death of Rishep
Grimes, and after the consecration of his Lordsl}ip
Bishop Brodie to the See of Christehnreh, he again,
for a brief period, took charge of the parish of Leesion,
being succeeded at St. Mary’s by the Very Rev. Dean
Regnault, SM. But a few months before his severauce
with 5t. Pairick’s College he had celebraied his siiver
jubilee, when the old and (then) present pupils gathered
round to felicitate him on the event. Tlis departure
from the college was greatly regretted by the boys,
who had learned to venerate and to Jove the genial
priest. Whilst at the college, he, with int_‘mite skill
and patience, practically established what is _clalmed
»

to be the finest museum collection of any school in the

Dominion. The late Dean Hills was well known to his

Lordship the late Bishop Grimes in England, and was

among the distinguished company at the consecration

in London of the first Bishop of Christchurch.—R.I.P.
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IRISH NEWS

GENERAL.

Mr. T. P. (¥Connor, M.P., speaking recently in
London, said:—'“There is no longer one Irish faction
fighting against another. The Irish are a unit, and
the old Constitutionalists who had stood by me and
the party to which I belong for 50 years are now stand-
ing on the same platform as the most revolutionary.”

Judge Cchalan, of the Supreme Court, New York,
says a Swnday fndependent correspondent, has made a
complete statement of Ireland’s case and claim to self-
determination. He helieves that, Eugland fears that
a free Ireland would rival her in all ibe markels of
the world, By the Act of Union Ireland was over-
taxed cn a vearly average of £300.000,000,
took  EZ00 000000 as J'ndcmnity from France: Great
Britain bhas exceeded (his sum by half.

The writer
poinls outl that lreland, by the votes of the people,
has declared  itsell  {or complete independence and
separation,

Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P.. addressing the English
House of Commons, waid if Sinn Fein was the domninant
will of the Irish people. it has a perfect right to repre-
sent Ireland. e also declared, during the Budget
debate, that even when the entire representation of
Freland  attended  ag Westminzster, their voices were
ot histened to when they paised the questions of the
linancizt and  political rights of their country.  The
Sinn Meiy papers say Mr. Deviin ought to accept the

ebvicus meral of his own argumients and withdraw
from Westminster,

Bismarck

IRLELANIYS POPTULATION . TRAGIC FIGURES.

The London Daily Vews SAVS: -
est iragedies published in modern t
a Parliamentary Paper for the modest sum of 2d. It is
in the shape of a report from the Registrar-General of
reland, addressed to “‘His E.\:cellency John Denton
Pink:tone, Viscount French, ILord Lieutenant-General
aud Governor-General of Treland,”” and it SAYySs: —

“During the period from day 1, 1851, to Decem-
bev 31, 1918, the number of natives of Irelaund who
emirated was 4,319.693 (2,244,339 males and 2,075,354
femalesy, equivalent to 82.8 per cent. of the average
population of the country.’’

There was a rcdemning featura In 1918, thanks,

“of course, to “‘Dora.”” The emigrants from Ireland Jast
Year numbered only 983, ‘

-One of the great-
mes was 1ssued as

MR. LLOYD GEORGE AND THE AMERICAN
COMMISSIONERS.

The Cork Framiner says the news from 1aris to
the effect that Mr. Lloyd George has withdrawn his
offer to receive the American Commissioners, Messrs.
Walsh, Dunne, and Ryan, on their return to Paris,
will oceasion no surprise in Ireland, where Georgian
promises are appraised at their preper worth. In any
case, circumstances were foo strong for him. The in-
fluences that destroyed Ilome Rule, hushed up the
Curragh revolt. condoned the Orange preparations for
tebellion, and the landing of arms at Larne—all the
old malevolent and reactionary influenceas were at worl
to prevent an interview. As, however, the Commis-
sicners have asserted they neither sought nor desired
an interview with My, George, they will not be per-
turbed at the new turn of events, Besides, the only
use of an interview to the Premier would be to delay
or side-track important: matters, and th

ey would unot
be prepared to give him any help in tﬁit direction,
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