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who had been shut up in the lantern tower were stabbed

“and thrown half-dead into the sea. One Stephen Cha-
neis, a Carmelite monk, had escaped Ffrom the city,
but being recognised at Aunai, in Saintonge, he was
called upoen to abjure, and on his refusing to do so
was murdered on the spot’”*—(page 242).

At Dieppe (the Rochelle of northern France), the
Hugucenots are found ‘'pillaging and defacing churches,
and melling down the sacred vessels, from which they
collected 1200 pounds of silver. In kands of 200 and
300 they wade forays into the adjacent districts, to Eu
and Arques, from which they never returned empty-
handed. Ve read of their dragging priests into Dieppe
tied to theiv horses’ tails, and flogging them at beat of
drum in the market-place. Some were thrown into the
sea In their sacerdotal rohes: some were fastened to
& cross and dragged shrough the streets by ropes round
their necks ; and to crown all, some were buried in the
ground up to the shoulders, while the Huguenots, as if
playving a game of nine-pins, fung huge wooden balls
at their heads. A few weeks after the war broke out,
the Protestants of Bayeux rose against the clergy, com-
mitting the customary devastations, besides violating
the tombs, and throwing out the nouldering corpses.
They gutted the bishop's palace, and made a bonfire
of the chapter library, then the richest in all France.
The priests and others who opposed them were bar-
baronsly murdered. and tossed from the walls inte the
diteh. ~ Ouce more, in March, 1565, the Huguenots
gained the upper hand, when the troops under Coligny
refused to be bound by the terms of the capitulation.
Private houses were stripped of all the gold, silver,
copper, and lead that could be found; priests who re-
sisted were flogged, dragged up and down the streets
by a rope at their necks, and then killed. Children
were murderced in their mothers’ arms; one Thomas
Noel, a lawyer, was hanged at his own window: and
an unhappy woman had her face stained with the blood
of her owu son, who had been killed before her eyes.
Here, too, more priests were buried up to the neck,
and their heads made to serve as targets for the sol-
diers’ bullets; others were disembowelled, and their
bodies filled with straw {that they might burn the
better).  The priest of 81, Ouen—we shudder as we
record such horrors—was seized by four soldiers, who
roasted him, cut him up, and threw his flesh to the
dogs. Tt would have been well had these deeds of bru-
tality been confined to Normandy, but they were re-
peated all over France. Oue Friar Viroleau died of
the consequences of barbarous mutilation. Qther priests
ov Catholie people were killed by hauging, speared to
death, left to die of hunger, sawn in (wo, or burnt at
& slow fire. AN this happened in Angogleme. At
Montbrun a wowan was bumnt on her legs and feet
with red-hot tongs, At Chasseneuil, in the vieinity,
& priest, one Loujs Fayard, was shot to death after
Laving been tortured, by having his hands plunged in
boiling oil, some of which had been poured into his
mouth. The vicar of 8t. Auzanui was mutilated. shut
up in a chest, and burnt to death, In the pavish of
Rivieres olhers had their tongues cut off, their feet
burned, and their eyes {orn out; ey were hung up
h_\- the legs or thrown from the walls' - - (page 218).

Towards the close of 1365, the Wing and Court
paid a visit to Joan, Queen of Nuavarre. She had
Yswept her dominiens of every vestige of Roemanism,
and denied to her Catholic subjects that religious liberty
which she claimed for her co-religionists in France.
When returning through the Province of Gascony,
Charles, at every step, was reminded of the cutrages
offered to his religion. As he rode along by the side
of the Queen of Navarre, who accompanied him to
Bleis, he pointed to the ruined mouasteries, the broken
crosses, the polluted chureches; he showed her the muti-
lated images of the Virgin and the saints, the desecrated
graveyards, the relics seattered to the winds of heaven”’
—(page 263),

* Arcere. Histoire de In ville de Rochelle, i., pase 358. Vincent,
Recherehes sur les eomimencements de Rochelie,

t Vitet, Hist. Dieppe, pago 77: Dec Bras, A natiguites de Caen,
page 170 : Arehives Curicuses de France (Cimber and Denjou), tom.
~i., sor, i, page 299.

‘At Boissons the Hugueunots pillaged the churches,
demolished the heautiful painted windows, broke the
organ, melted the bells, stripped the lead off the roofs,
plundered the shrines of their gold and jewels, burned
the relics of the saints, and tore up the charters and
title deeds belonging to the clergy. Similar tumults
occurred at Montauban and other towns’*—(page 270).

At Nismes, in particular, the Catholics were re-
peatedly subjected to persecution, As early as 1562,
"“the municipal council decided that the cathedral,
with some other churches, should be made over to the
Reformers, and further ordered the bells of the con-
vents to be cast into cannon, the comvents to be let
‘for the good of the State,” the relics and their shrines
to be sold, and the nonconforming priests to leave the
city.” It was in 1567, however, on September 30, that
the terrible massacre oceurred, which is known as the
dichelade, on account of the pious people of Nismes
being accustomed to celebrate the festival of St. Michael
the Archangel on September 29 and the two following
days.  The whole of that terrible day the Catholics of
the city were plundered and put to death by a merciless
band of Huguenots. The bishop succeeded “‘in escaping
from the molb, who, in their angry disappointment,
sacked his palace and killed the vicar-general. A
number of Catholics, including the consul and his
brother, had been shut up in the cellars of the epis-,
copal residence. About an hour before midnight they
were dragged out and led into that grey old courtyard,
where the imagination can still detect the traces of
that eruel massacre. One by cne the victims came forth:
a few steps, and they fell pierced by sword or pike.
Some struggled with their murderers and tried to
escape, but only prolonged their agony. By the dim
light of a few torches between 70 and 80 of the principal
citizens were butchered in eold bloed, and their bedies,
some only half-dead, were thrown. into the well in one
corner of the yard, not far from an crange tree, the
leaves of which, says local tradition, were ever after-
wards marked with the bloodstains of this massacre.t
In the September of the following year, these brutal
scenes of violence were renewed: the city was again
plundered, and its streets were dyed with Catholic
blood. The Governor was shot and thrown cut of his
window, aud his corpse was torn in pieces by the law-
less mob. Tn the country round Nismes, 48 unresist-
mg Catholics were murdered; and at Alais, in the
neighborhood, the ITuguenots massacred seven canons,
two grey friars, and several other churchmen, . . .
Even the dead were not lelt in peace: in more than
one instance the corpses were exhumed and treated
with savage barbarity';—(page 285).

Tn 1588 and 1569, the TTuguenots, ‘‘in their fury,
once more defiled the altars, destroyed the churches,
and perpetrated a thousand atrocities. Brigquemaut,
one of their leaders, cheered them on to murder, wear-
ing a string of priests’ ears round his neck.§ When the
town of Orthez was stormed, so many of the inkabi-
tants were put to death, without distinetion of age or
sex, that the river Gave was damned up by the number
of bodies thrown inte it. The monasteries and nun-
neries were burnl, not one inmate escaping, the total
slaughter being estimated at 3000. When the citadel
was taken, every ccclesiastic who was proved to hLave
Lborne arms, and the prool was none of the strictest,
was bound hand and fool, and tossed over the bridge
into the river, At Aurillac they buried some Catholics
TR e 306 : Discours die troubles, June 5, 1566,

+ Lo dieaire pandral, Jean Peberan, cxt vred quz tnsultes de In
populnce, traing avec wunce grosse corde ¢f procipité dans le puits; il
apait woulnw wmeurir & la plaer de Vévique. Le massacre guvait com-
mened oonge heures duoselry §U dura towte lo nuit et continua lo
tendemain,  Ce gour-la. touwtes les maefsons des Catholigues sont
rechereliées : ceux qu'on arrcte sont dgorgdés et jetés au puits. Hiem
qu'il ait plus de copt toises de profondeur ot quatre pileds de
diametre, L eat presque combld de cadaures; Veaw, mélde de sang,
yosurnage; des gemissements dtonfids #'en cxhelent; cent cinguante,
suivont lo sune, droi’ cents, swivant les eutres, furent dgorgds.”-—
RCmt‘%;];if‘:gr?t;lzlc.ﬂ.lfﬁ"t:fi;ﬂL;his Nimes, tom i, Ses alse Vaissette,
Histoire €ien, de Laupiedoc, v,, page 298: and Menard, Histoire de
ta wille de Niames, tom v., page 16. This last-named writer states
that most of the authoritics in Nismes were secretly favorable to Jthe
Hugnenots. and hence permitted them to rage with impunity against
the Catholics. X

§ This fact of Briguemaut wonring a necklnce of the ears of the
priests whom he had massacred is mentionet by all the contem-

nporaty writers. he same savage ornament was also WOIR by
another Huguehot in 1562, but his namae is not given.—White, page
248,
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