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O’Connor sang Gounod’s ‘‘Ave Maria,”’ with a violin
obbligato by Miss Mary Ward. The “Te Deum'’ was
sung during the Benediction. Miss Mina Ward pre-
sided at the organ on ali occasions. Father Bartley
preached also in the evening. Ife said that they were
gathered before the altar of God with hearts filled to
overflowing. The long-locked-for hour had come, and
hearts were ringing with the glad tidings. The measure
of their joy that day was also the measure of the sor-
rows which they had passed tkrough. They had seen
the erucifixion of France ; they had seen her bled white,
and her civilian population suffering the terrors of war.
One saw the French people daily with outstretched
arms before the altar, singing the plaintive dirge,
‘'Spare, O Lord, O Spare Thy People.”” Louder than
the notes of joy the message ol peace was to-day welling
in the hearts of those people. They could all thank
God for the measure of peace now enjoyed, but there
would be no perfect peace until the industrial world
was revolutionised, and charity and justice took
the place.of cleverness and greed. The preacher asked
the congregation, while thanking God for the victory
enjoyed, to pray for the souls of the fallen, no matter
from what side of the Rhine they came, and besesch
the Mother of Christ 1c throw her mantle of sympathy
over the hearts of thote who mourn.

Et. Mary's  Church, Manchester Street, was
crowded an Sunday meoraing, July 20, when, in con-
nection witli the peace celebrations, a Military High
Mass was celebrated., About 50 returned soldiers, in
uniform, parvaded with arms, under Captain Harper,
D.S.O., M.C., D.OCM. Twenty ol the soldiers, under
Captain A, F. Roche, formed o guard in the sanctuary,
the remainder being seated in the front rows of the
church.  Other officers present were Lieutenant . Bar-
ker and Lieutenant Ford, as well as Sergeant—Ma‘jor
O'8ullivan and Sergeant-Alajor Rochfort, DPrivate P,
Adtken acted as bugler, and Rergeant P, A, Anderson,
Privates C. Dobbs and I.. Lascelles were the acolytes,
Several inmates of Chalmers Ward were motored to
the church by members of the congregation. The Mili-
tary Mass, which is ravely celebrated in the Southern
IMemisphere, was most bupressive. Very Rev. Dean
Regnault was celebrant, Father Gralam., S.AM., deacon,
Father Sevmour, S M., subdeacon, and Father Roche,
S.M., master of ceremenies. The cheir, under the
baton of Mr. W. 7. Ward, with Mrs. Cronin as organ-
ist, sang the Mass of St. Cecilin, and after the last
Gospel the “Te Deuwn.”  “Fece Panis’ was sung at
the Offertory. At the Sanclus the gunard stood to at-
tention, and at the Consecration the soldiers presented
arms, Bugler Aitken wounding the Royal Salute, Tean
Regnault said he would reserve his special sermaon for
the evening devolions, but on behalf of the parishioners
of St Mary's and the priests he was proud to welcome
the soldiers buck to their friends aud their old chureh.
Two, three, or fonr yeurs avo cach one of them, . with
brosperity beforve them in their oivil avocations. lced-
ing the wail of the women and children of Belgium
and France, went awav with u smile from those who
held then: dear, awd all that seemed dearer to themn
than Iife.  The spivit of Franee had leen {heir spivit,
and the sufferings of Belgium became their own sorrow.
While they were away fichting the pravers of their
friends weul up duiiv to God, bereeching 11is protection
of them. The Dean said that le knew, from private
nformation he had rvecoived from Fravce. how nobly
the New Zealand soldiers had ennducted themselves,
and how they had cxlended o helping hand to the sick
and siricken of France whenever possible,  “As long
as France will be Franee its men will be proud of you,
and its women will ba srateiul to you for all you have
done for their kind."”" Dean Reguault concluded with a
note of sympathy te thsse whe mourn for the fallen,
and exhorted the soldiers, now that they eould lay down
their swords, to carry on in the fight for honor and
liberty, not in dissensions. but in the goodwill of com-
mon brotherhood and Christian chavity, and so help to
build up a nation on the principles for which they
fought on Eurcpe’s battlefields. -There was also an
unusually large congregation at the eveuning devotions.
The returned soldiers were awrain present, and at the

Act of Benediction they presented the Royal Salute.
After the Rosary had been recited, Dean Regnault.
preached an eloquent sermon appropriate of thanks-
giving. Marshal Foch (he said) had invited the people
of England, France, and JTreland to pray for the vic-
tory of the cause of right, and the people had responded.
The Dean paid a tribute to the heroism of the New
Zealand soldiers in Gallipoli, Palestine, and France,
and expressed admiration for the sacrifice and devotion
of the chaplains, doctors, and nurses, and concluded
with a few fitting words of consclation and sympathy
to the relatives of those who suffered the loss of loved
ones. The choir sang the ““Te Deum” and Miss Rior-
dan sang an ‘‘Ave Maria.”’

Requiem Masses for the repose of the souls of the
soldiers who lost their lives during the war were cele-
brated at the Cathedral on Mouday, July 21, that at
8 am. being a Children’s Mass. Requiem Mass was
also celebrated at St. Mary’s Chureh for the same
intention.

A juvenile branch of the I{ibernian Society was
imangurated in Christchurch on Wednesday, July 16.
Some 50 boys, under the supervision of Rev. Brother
Phelan, ascemhled in the Hibernian ilall, Bro, M.
Grimes presided, and was assisted in establishing the
branech by Bro. T, Chneen (New Headford) and Bro.
M. Mannix. Tho officers elected were as follows:
T'resident, Rev. Brother Phelan: vice-president,
Claude Dobbs : secretary, J. Gillum ; treasurer, J, Mad-
den ; warden, L. Freney : guardian, 11, Hayward ; sick
visitors, J. Tansey and J. Mahony. Bro. T. Cuneen
addressed the boys, congratulated them on the forma.
tion of the Lranch, and wished it every success. The in-
stallation was conducted by Bros. Grimes and Mannix,
who also addressed words of encouragement to the hoys,
Rev. Brother Phelan said he accepted the office of first
president with gratitude, and premused to do his ut-
mest for the welfars of the organisation as a whole and
of each boy individuallv. Ile then read a comprehen-
=ive and varied itinerary of evening attractions for
several months ahead.

On Thursday last the New Headford branch of
the IHibernian Society accepted au invitation te a card
mateh and social evening. extended to them by St
Patrick’s branch. To their loug list of victories al-
ready gaived, they added anather, winning the even-
ing’s contest by 40 games to 39 A cordial welcome
was expressed to the visiters Ly the local president,
Bro. T. P. O'Rourke., Several toasts were honored,
and Bro. M. F, Rvan returned thanks for the Liospi-
tality accorded the New [Teadford Lrothers. A musical
programme was coutributed to bv Bros, C 'Sullivan,
Jamieson, Mannix, and Smyth (St. Patrick’s), Bro.
Roche and Mr. Kimber (New Ieadford).

The Catholic children taking part in the peace pro-
cessien ou Mouday last made a very fine showing, and
their neat appearance was very faverably commented
upon along the line of route. A bauner of the Sacred
Ieart, and another of St. Philomena, were carried in
front, and the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, Sisters
of Nazareth, and the Bisters of the Missions had every
reason to be proud of their charges. Thae boys of the
Marist Brothers’ Scheol marched in cood style,

The Hibernians mustered well for the civilian pro-
cession, and had a decorated lorry with a tableau re-
presenting Faith, Hope, and Charity—the emblems of
the society. The pretty design was the work of the
Sisters of the Missions.

[This letter reached us too late for insertion in
our last week’s issue.—-Ed. ¥.Z.7.]
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THE COLISEUM, CIIRISTCHURCH,

GRAND VICTORY FAIR'!

GRAND VICTORY FAIR!
A MAGNIFICENT SPECTACULAR DISPLAY.

His Worship the Mayor (Dr. Thacker, M.P.) will
perform the OPENING CEREMONY on SATURDAY
NEXT, AUGUST 9, at 8 p.m,



