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GENERAL Cow

The death has taken placs at’ Ltmemck of John
Cussen, a laborer, at the age of 105 years

The Southern, Star, blubbereen, Co Cork,,has
re-appeared after a suspension of over 30 weeks. For
anything it has dene to help to secure the mdg_pcnd—
ence of the country, it says, it is unrepentant :

The Freuch Ministry of Foreign Afldirs has de-
cided to present to the (,orpora.tmn of Limerick a
portrait of the great soldier, Marshal MacMahon. The
MacMahon family went to France. from' Limerick Co.
about 1750.

Anmvelsrn'y Masses for the late John Redmond

were celebrated in many churches in Ireland. A demon-

sbration was held at Wexford at which Mr. Joseph
Devlin was the principal speaker. Mr. Dillon, through
iliness, was unable to be present.

Seventeen persons were fined at Queenstown for
collecting for the Trish Language Fund, without a mili-
tary permit, on St. Patrick’s Day. One of the magis-
trates described tho cases as vexatious and frivolous.
Similar fines were imposed in Charlevitls for the same
offenee, o

Tha Irish Newspaper Heciety, which represents
cvery shade of political opinion in Ireland, has adopted
the following vesolution:-—"'That .it is the opinicn of
the Trish News:paper Society that the Press Cencorship
m Iretand should be terminated concurrently with the
abolilion of the censorship in Engiland,

As a result of the recent wholesale ganl-breaking
by the Sinn Fein prisoners both in England aud in
Ireland, the Lord Lieutenant has set up a Commission
of Inguiry. Mr. Justice Kenny iz chairman; dMajor
Briscoe, Comnussioner of iscns in England, and Mr.
McGann, a former Governor of Irish prisons, are ihe
other members. The commission will enquire as to the
escape of prisoners from  [L.AL. gaols in Cork and
Dublin: the aiders and abettors, if any; the precau-
tions necessary to prevent future escapes: provisions as
to amelioration of the condition of prisoners, efc.

In an article on the Irish Censorship the fon-
ehester Guardion says it will probably be information
to most people that a censorship exists on news to and
from lrveland. ‘The authorities may pretend there is
some justification, but there can be no sufficient justi-
fication. D'erbaps the idea is that feeling in Ireland
would be further inflamed by full uuceusored reports,
or perhaps it is thought that while England is engaged
m settling the affairs of half the world, it would be
better to push the Irish skeleton back into its cupboard
whenever it peeps out. Whatever the motive, the
policy is futile, wrong, and dangerous. The po_sition‘
18 {oo grave, the explovive matter too near ignition
point to make suppression tolerable.

QUEENSTOWN CATHEDRAL.

3 was announced by Most ‘Rev. Dr. Browme, in
his Lenten Pastoral, that the Cathedral of Queenstown,
diccese of Cloyne, now completed, would be consecrated
next August, and he re-told its history since the build-
ing was first conceived by Most Rev. Dr. Keane, in
1860.

In the first 10 years the Quesnstown fund reached
£15,000, and when Dr. Keane died in 1874 the expen-
diture amounted to over £20,486. Most Rev. Dr. Me-

except Enclish inspaved reports,
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Carthy then took up the work energetwally duung hls

19 years’ episcopacy, and the Cathedral was ‘opened
for Diyine worship in June, 1879. Up to 1892 the
whole cutlay exceeded £100,000. Dr. McCarthy got
£15,000 from the clergy, £30 000 from the laity of
the diocese, £14,000 from Irishmen abroad, £7000
from other Irish dioceses, £8600 from legacies, and
£B000 as a result of a further appeal to the diocese.

Dr, Browne then related his shave in the work,
which involved a further cost from 1895 to 1901 of
£36,961, and finally the completion of the tower and
spire for £19,660, half of which was contributed by
the Bishop and clergy of the diocese, and half by the
laity, the outlay since 1895 being over £83,000, which
was secured in the same way as before--£7628 from
the United States, £12,6565 from bequests and dona-
tions, £3277 from cutside Ivish dioveses, and the balance
from the diccesan clergy and lzity.

WAR ON CHILDREN,

The British operations in Ireland, having been ex-
tended from the men to the women, have now been
extended from the wowen to the childven (says An
Seaghal Gacdiealuen of Mareh 1, as passed by censor).
A few davs ngo a boy of 11 was kiduapped from his
hame n Tipperary by the police, was taken {to Dublin
under a streny artied escort, amd has not since been
leard of . [lis parents have been refused all informa-
tion, and the fndependent was informed by '‘a leading
detective’ that “it would not be 11 the public interest
to mive awav the address of the lad.” We know that
publlc interest.  There were people in {his country who
were horvor-sivuck wi what they called the “‘kidnap-
ping’ " of French and Belgian children by the Germans,
althengh for thay kidnappm;: they had no evidence
{lere 15 a case of kid-
napping in Treland, wn auvthenucated case, a political
kidnapping on ail fonrvs with the alleged kidnappings
in Belgiggun amd 1a France. Yet we have cbserved in
them no horvor at the crime: nor has thers been even
a pavagraph in the feish Times,

Ona can get accustomed to almost anything. Tn
the four and a-half vears sinece British Government in
Irveland began to show itself clearly as the brutality it
s, outrdﬂe has Leen ptled on outldoe so rapidly that
one l‘udl\ gets time to keep pace with them, And:
most of ns have wol so accnslomed to living in the per-
petual shadow of the armed escort, the (omt martial,
and the prison, that these things have entered into the
conzciousness of all of us as one of the normal things
of life. It ix difficult now to remember any life in
which things were more free, in which British repres-
sion 1 Irelaund was earried on within the limits of
civil govermment and was consequently somewhat ham-.
pe:‘ed in its operations. The s¢pirit of materialism, of
jobbery, inv aded all Trish life, and men began to fear,
to fear lest they lost their jobs, to fear lest they went
to prison, to fear lest they ceased to be comfortable.

. As a eynieal dramatist put it =ve eight or nine years

ago, ‘'Who the hell cares about liberty !’ »Not many,
then; but cut of the travail of the few has come to the
many the old passion for liberty.  Rut lheve 1s a totally
new developinent. [Here is a c¢hild of 11 years old, of
a nervous disposition, at an age when a child needs
everything which in prison he will not get, dragged
away from his parents, frem his home, ‘‘under stronpgly
armed escort,”’ last seen at Limerick Junction Station
crying bitterly.
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