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schools. Even a Minister of Education like aurs eould
not blind himself to that fact, however much he pro-
tests that he is blind. The cry for a time has been
that the Government must not give any aid te Cath-
olics, and now the motto is that those poor teachers
who work for the lave of God and who in their poverty
Liave put the pampered State schools to shame, just as
their pupils have beaten the State school pupils out®of
the field in athletics, are blacklegs aund scabs because
they work for a small pay! *‘Don’t give them a fair
pay. Make them starve. Then call them scabs.”
Such is the argument of persons whe should be VC]}
good judges of ‘what scabs and scallywags are in fruth!
A nen-Cathelic who attended the latest meeting held
in this district said to us next day: ‘‘The usual “erowd
was there—admitted by ticket to a coward’s lecture.
You peopla need not worry. There are too many decent
peaple intlie Doninion for it to be led by a hired mud-
slinger who will hang himself if you only give hin the
rope.”  That is the proper attitude for us. Let no
Catholie go near the meelings even Jrom curicsity.
Lel nobody {ake ihe slightest nolice of the wretched
Liveling’s efforts Lo earn his ditly gold by euwlvaging
the law of Christian charity.  Qur schools will flourish
even more than ever becauze of (he attacks and mud-
shinging of sueh tvols.  Owr Church is toe big and oo
great for anvone of s to coneern ourselves about what
a professional gulter-rake has to say.  And when the
lastowerd s sald the very fact that vo move respeclable
creature than the defamer of a dead woman Is the man
seleeted Lo speak for the P 1. Ass. is the highest com-
plittent that could be paid to us. The justice.and the
righteousuess of our cause arc made manifest by the
cuemices that rage against us. By the Ofwun Doy
Pimes, Mav 5, we note ihat the cultured and gentle-
manly 1I"P. Ass. spokesman mebt with s slight opposi-
tion at Port Chalmers. Ile delivered (lie same No-
Popery tirade as he had poured forth on Dunedinites
a fow days previously and called for the extermination
of Catholic schools.  Then the Rev. Mr. Whyte, of
Port Chalmers, moved a resolution directly coutrary
to the “gentleman’s,”” propesing that cvery ‘encourare-
ment should be given by the Government to the veli-
wious teachers who ave tvrying to save the youth of ilie
countey. Mr.
serious  and  thinking members of the DProtesiant
Cluirches recognise the need for schools in which the
cternal privciples of God's Law are taught. 1 is aleo
a wxign that the few uneducated and Irresponsiivle
clergymen who stand side by side with ihe hired lec-
turer zre in opposition to the spirit of their Churches
and people. We wonder how many more parsons will
have the courage of their conviction to imitate Mr.
Whyte.

Irish Congress in America

American papers just to hand tell us of the
crcatest hosting of the Gael ever yet known on eartl.
in all the big American cities the Trish people and
their friends assembled in thousands to express their
determination that the oppression of Ireland must end
for cver. The meeting at Philadelphia was specially
uctable for the fact that the resolution was put by the
venerable Cavdinal Gibbons, who cawme before the
immense concourse of free cijizens to demand freedom
for the land of his fathers, which, after this war,
alleged to have been waged on behalf of small vations,
«till quivers in the grasp of a tyrant. Eminenl men
of Church and State spoke to the reselution. Remark-
able addresses were delivered by Archbishop Dougherty
of Philadelphia, Arvchbishop Mesmer of Milwaukee,
Bishop Shahan of the Catholic University, Bishop
Gallagher of Detroit, Bishop Carroll of Helena, Bishop
McDevitt of Harrishurg, Bishop Allen of Mobile.
Jewish Rabbis, Protestant clergymen, distinguished
Federal State and city officlals also took part in the
demonstration. Delegates attended from every State
and from Canada, one and all firm in iheir intention
to secure for Ireland the right of freedom for whith=
America’s men fought. The following was the resolu-
tion read by Cardinal Gihbom--
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Whyte's aftitude is a si:_gn that the

“Phe cn’ridi‘z‘iom of i Iveland, which: s the direct
resull of the deliberate action of the English Govern-
ment, 18 an international scandal and a constant men-
ace to the world’s peuce. So lony ws Englond holds
Irelund by wmditary force and dendes her vight to_ self-
government, the Irish people will continue to assert
their rights by every aeans tn their power. A state
uf wer exists between England und Ireland, which in
Fhe tnterests of the peace of the world, the Peace Con-
fereuce cannot ignore, and President Wilson’s great
tash of extablishing permanent peace will not be com-
pleted wntil the Irish question is settled on the principle
of self-determination, to which he has wnequivoeally
comanitted himself aned the United Ntates in behalf of
all smeall nailions of the world.”’

This resolution is but an eche of others passed, not
by Trish meetings, but by the State Parliaments and
by Congress, all calling on the Ilead of the American
Guvernment to vindicate before the world the honor
of America which pledged herself to make the world
secure for all small nations no matter whose selfish
inferesls are crossed. And surely in the face of such
a mandate we cannot doubt that Mr. Wilson will bring
the British uns to lheel just as he did the Prussian
Junkers. England to-day stands for Prussianism in
the world. l1fer plutocrats and her bigots are the last
menace to freedom and to the rights of man. America
is determined that wo special treatment shall be accor-
ded a malefactor and an enemy te the world’s peace
that had grown hoeary in crime before the Hohenzol-
lerns ever darkened the political hoerizon of Europe.
It may be bad for Ireland in the days to come if Eng-
land leaves the Couference without having the Irish
question setiled, but it is mol hard te see that the
conseyuences for England may be even worse.  One
thing is certain, there can be no friendship between
America and England until Ireland is safe, and there
may easily be open ennity. The Huns are stupid, but
to risk that is a degreec of stupidity that even they
might be expected te aveid. TIn conclusion we quote
the powerful words of prayer which Archbishop Dough-
erty recited at the meeling:

We leseach Thee, Almighty God, to shed light on
our minds, that we may see the path of right; and to
strengthen our wills that we may follow it

Gathered together in behalf of a downtrodden
nation, we implore Thy blessing upon its children;
both upon that remunant of them still dwelling on their
native soil: and upen those countless others, scattered
over the face of the earth, whose hearts cling to the
land of their Birth or home of their forefathers.

What people have served Thee as the Irish Racel

Tu the day of Ireland’s prosperity and pre-emin-
ence in learning and holiness, her missioners carried
the light of Thy Gospel over Europe, from the high-
lands of Scotland te the plains of Lombardy. The
pick of her youth peopled Thy holy places in lives of
self-effacement.

During the centuries of persecution the flower of
her children emptied their veins of their blood as
martyrs of Religion. Others were ruthlessly cast forth
from their homes and the choice lands of their country
were parcelled out to their foes.

The bhoon of education was forbidden them and
then they were mocked by their oppressors as ignor-
ant and uncultured.

Like wolves their priests were hunted down in the
fastnesses of the mountains, and a felon’s price was
sct on their heads.

Laws, penalising them with racks and ropes, were
enacted to terrorise and crush them.

The bread was taken from the mouths of Trish
children and their strong men died of starvation by
the roadside.

The roof was pulled down from over the heads
of their aged by the myrmidons of absentee landlords.

Combined tyrammy and want drove them in
myriads to the four corners of the pgarth.

But wherever they have roamed. as outeasts, they
have Wibnf}gﬁed tQ Thy Faii&h ; and Qut of the savings of
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