34

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 1919.

The Opera House proved quite too small to hold the
great crowd that pgathered in the evenin , despite tho
rain, for the Irish national concert, a consi&erablo awmbaer
being unable to secure admission. The programme proved
a brilliant one, and every performer did splendidly. The
appliuse  was  frequent and free, and the gudience
thoroughly cnjoyed the evening. Tather Quinn in retirn-
ing thanks, specially referred te Mr., Pat Fitzgerald as
the organiser of the concert; also the various performers
and thanked the public for their attendance. He read
telegrams from Bishop Bredie, Dean Regnault, and other
leading ecelesinstics, the executive heads and several
branches of the Hibernians and others congratulating the
local braneh on its jubilee. The singing of ““God Save
Ireiand” by Miss E. O’Brien and Mr. T. Qlarke, tho
andience joining in the chorus, concluded a memorable
coneort.

Subsequently there woere sociale at the Druidy’ Fall and
Bt. Columba Clubreoms, bringing to a closs a day’s cele-
brationa that will be long remembered by all who partiei-
pated in them.

£

KAIEOURA.

The celebrations in henor of St Patrick’s Dasv wero
held under most faverable weather conditions, and the
beautiful greunds of Mrs. J. W. Harris, where the sports
gathicring was Dbeld, presented a very gay appearance,
Nothing was left undenn by the officials to cnsure the
thoronulh enioyment of the large erowd in attendancve. A
refreshment «tall, nnder the management of several ladies
of the congregation, and a sweets stall in charge of Mrs,
MeSwigan, were very freely patvonised.  Mve. J. J. dMackle
proved 1o be a wmost enérgetic and  eapable secretary.
(thers who rendered good service were Messrs, FoOJ,
Monk, E. Wallaee, and G. Ilamilion (judpges), F. Smith
(starter), and N. €. Vale and M. Mackle (handicappers).
A number of sports cvents and several gnessing competi-
tions were got off during the day.

In the evening the Drill Hall was crowded for the
Irish national comncert, over 800 persons heing present,
An excclient programme was presented, and the rendition
of the varions numbers by quite a large party of per-
formers pave peneral satisfaction. Towards the con-
clusion of the pregramme Father Kelly cexprossed his
gratitude for the splendid patronage accorded the concers
and sports gathering. He felt (he said) deeply grateful
to {he performers, especially these of other denominations.
for their much appreciated services. The National Anthemn
was sung at the close of the programme.

LEESTON,

Notwithstanding the disagreeable nor'-west wind, a
large number of members of the Catholie congregations at
Leeston and  Southbridge, together with many other
friends, met at the Ellesmere Domain on Monday, March
17, in celebration of St. Patrick's Day. The outing toenk
the form of a pienic-sports, and was run on similar lines
to the gathering held last year. It was a thoroughly
representative assemblage, for there were people preseut
from all parts of the Ellesmere district and a few from
Christchurch and other places at a distance. It was
certainly a happy pathering: everybody was out to spend
a pood time and to give everybody else a pleasant outing.

The picnic was arranged primarily iu the interests of the
children and ne effort was spared to make the occasion 2
memorable ono for them. A sum of over £25 was raised
at Southbridge and Leeston to provide prizes for the
races, and the prizes given were very liberal, more so
than at any similar gathering held in’ the district for a
long time. b :

At night the celebrations were continued, a very suc-
cessful concert being held in the Catholic Hall, under the
auspices of the St. John's branch of the Hibernian Society.
The hall had been very tastefully decorated, the colors of
the Emerald Isle predominating. BMr. Joseph Carroll, jun,
{president of the society), made an able chairman, and
there were with him on the platform Fathers Creed and
Barger and several members of the social committee. In
thanking the performers, Father Creed said that the con-
cert from start to finish had hecn thoroughly enjoyable.
Intend, the concert would have doune eredit to any town
in the Dominien, The talent in this distriet was, he
considered, as good as in auny other district he knew of.
They were espeeially indebted to the visiting performers
for the part they had taken. After supper had been
served by the ladies a social was held. The musicians wero
Mesdames  Marshall and Delargey.  Altogether the St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations were a great success.

CARTERTOXN.

The King's Theatre was crowded on the occasion of
the eelebrations in honor of the feasi of the Aposile of
Ireland, testifying to the popularity of the annual S,
[Matricl’s concert in Carterton, and to the efficiency of the
organisation of its promoeters. Mr. J, A, Dudson was in
charge of the stage. Proceedings commenced with a pianoe-
forte overture, Litz's “Rhaprady,”” by Aliss Ruby Curran,
plaved in artistic style and encored, “Home, Sweet Homo™
being given in response to a recall. Misy Berrill sang
several numbers most successiully. Miss Dolly Dudson
plaxed very sweetly a violin wolo, *“The Harp That Once,”’

aard had to respond te an enthusiastic encove, Miss Dudson

playing the accompaniments most effectively, Mr. Fraser
tollowed with a song, and sa greatly pleased the audience
that he had to respond to double cncores. ““The Irish
Fmigrant,” by Miss May Stannaway; “The Little Shawl
of Blue,” hy AMiss Curran: the duet, ‘“Parted,” by Miss
and Mr. Welch, were all well rendered and encored, as
was also “The Danece of the Allies,”” gracefully performed
by Miss Fila Liavdet. The second part of the programme
wag opened by an overture by Mr. Fraser. Mr. Welch
sang with good effect “For the Green’”; Miss Stannaway
gave the ever-popular “*Kathleen Mavourneen’’ ; Miss Dolly
Dudson again pleased the audience with her violin, this
time with “*The Cornival de Venice''; Miss Liardet gave a
fine exposition of the toe dance, and 3iss Welch sang
“Houl of Mine.” Al the performers were encored. The
concert soction of the programme being ended, the floor was
quickly cleared for the social, and a further enjoyable
time was spont to the music of Hayden's orchestra, a boun-
tiful supper forming a decidadly important item in the
proccedings.  The 1019 5t. Patrick’s Day concert and
sucial was thus one of the best yvet.

T.et us obey one in his place with the faith of a
little child and the loyal heart of a true knight of God.
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