
VALUE OF IRISH HISTORY

■ Ireland is a storehouse of spirituality. With the
shadow of the penal laws still upon her, she gave aCatholic hierarchy to the United States, and anotherto Australia; and to-day, in the very anguish of a newbirth, we find her apostolic sons preparing to evan-
gelise China. That nation must possess an indomitablesoul which fought the Danes for 300 years, foughtthe English for 700 more, and is to-day, still uncon-
quered, fighting on (says a writer in the course of an
article on the building of Australia a nation in the
current number of Australia).

Here is a mine of spirituality indeed ! Here are
soul stuffs not yet listed in Australia's imports! Thefirst step towards exploiting this gold mine would beto encourage Irish history in our schools. Could not
prizes be offered of sufficient value to induce our Leav-ing Certificate and Intermediate, no less than our
Primary students to sample the sweet wells of holyIreland ? Finally, I shall summarise the reasons givenby an American school committee (W. H. Cahill,M.A., M.Sc. ; E. F. O'Riordan, M.A., B.Sc. ; Thomas
A. O'Shaughnessy, Chicago) for the fostering of Irish
history in Catholic schools:

1. Because a knowledge of Irish history will en-
lighten the minds of the young on the purity and virtue
practised in the ideal Irish home, and induce them to
model their homes accordingly, and emulate the vir-tues of their ancestors.

2. Because it will enlighten the young on the sacri-fices which their forefathers made for the faith.

3. Because -it will preserve in their minds Irish,
ideals—love of home and family life, hatred of di-
vorce, respect for the sacrament of marriage, and ab-
horrence of Socialism. Even Lecky commends "that
intense and zealous sensitiveness respecting female
honor for which among many failings and some vices,
the Irish people have long been prominent in Europe."
{European Morals, ii., 153.)

4. Because it will show that Ireland was civilised
long before the coming of Christ that her missionaries
after the time of St. Patrick converted many European
countries, while the Irish at home maintained free
schools and colleges.

5. Because it has been the greatest chapter in the
history of the Catholic Church. The best way to keepthe young loyal to the Church is to give them a
thorough knowledge of Irish fidelity to the faith of
St. Patrick, maintained through centuries of suffering.

6. Youth will profit by learning the history of a
country of which we have such high testimony from
one of its traducers, Froude: "Wealthy men," he
said, "may sleep in Ireland with unlocked doors, so
absolutely honest are the people. Offences of impurity
also are almost entirely unknown."
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One may be insupportable even with virtue, talent,
and good conduct. Manners, which one neglects some-
times as little things not worthy of notice, are just
those very things from which men often decide our
character,—La Bruy ere.

The Art of Washing Clothes Clean without rub-
bing ! —Simply slice into copper about six ounces Pure
“GOLDEN RULE” Soap,, add. small packet “NO
RUBBING” Laundry Help, boil briskly for thirty
minutes. Rinse thoroughly; blue, and hang out. Re-
sult will delight you..
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WATCH SPECIALISTS, MANUFACTURING

JEWELLERS and ENGRAVERS,
Have always a choice selection of Diamond Hinge
etc,, and Gold Pocket and Wristlet Watches,

DODGE BROS’
MOTOR CAR

ON ALMOST EVERY ROAD
COUNTRY.

IN THE

THE STURDINESS, STEADINESS, AND
UNUSUAL COMFORT OF THE CAR
HAVE BEEN FULLY DEMONSTRATED,

Steep Hills, Sand, Rough Roads, or Mud have held no terror for it. It has done everything it has been
aeked to do and many things that have been called remarkable.

NEWTON KING, Dodge Bros’ Dealer for Taranaki
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E. MORRIS, Jurr,
The Undertaker /. WELLINGTON.

Catholics will do well to bear in mind that we cater for
their esteemed patronage, and by keeping ourselves
equipped with the very latest machinery plant and
stock we are enabled to give the best possible article at

-™iL". ..".-VJ the lowest possible prices. ’Phone 937ii

B. MORRIS, Jurr,
Tile Ui)dertaKer /. WELLINGTON

Catholics will do well to bear in mind that we cater for
their esteemed patronage, and by keeping ourselves
equipped with the very latest machinery plant and
stock we are enabled to give the best possible article at
the lowest possible prices. 'Phone 937ji

Head Office—60 Taranaki Street, WELLINGTON, Livery stabies-Tinakori Road


