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RIGHT -OF PUBLIC MEETING IN IRELAND

POSITION OF IRISH PRESS.

The new Defence of the Realm Order which pro-
hibits (1) the holding of public meetings without a
permit, and (2} the publication in the newspapers of
reports of meetings for which no permit was obtained,
has come In for a storm of eriticisn: i Lreland. The
new Order is deserithed as “errvatic and impossible dAig-
potisimn.””  Kditors do nol see how the papers can be
expected to comply with the order, and claim that such
an arbitrary exeveise of power would not be permitted
in Germany  The almest uranimeus newspaper opin-
jon (outside the lesh Party organs) s that the measure
is directed =olely acatnst Minog Feine At fisst, the Na-
tioual Party decided not to apply for permits for the
weetings of August 15, hat subzequently permits in
most cases were asked for. The Som Femn Party ap-
plied for na pertitis and held their meetings all over
the country wlhere w few only were suppressed by the
police, total zappression being Impo-sible.

We quete a few opiitions Trem the Irish press on
the order amd its itended and possible effects

CThe Drish Fxvecutive Bave viven the covrelon serew
ancther twist,” savs the Froomns Fournal, “ln
future HL‘\\'.-\IJ-I]H“'*VH: this canntry will be precluded
from pricting repots of pubine meetines, however Jaw-
ful, whose rcanises relnse o asle the Government

for p('l‘:lli'n. oD el mreetine s are held any e
port which appear- inoa IS EE U thaveh the matier
publishied be wholiv innacent. wil expose that paper

to s vrave ks s 00 0 ueer its eoloes tooreseal The

seeret ]:1:4.11« of Gesteral Foch
L pointed ot wlon thot o oo libition is bsaed
under the DO A L whiten was j\.l‘—.\(‘l! JJ'H:'I_\' tor 1he

purposes of the wars Neot oeven Lora Frenel oanld eom
tend that the noeeting s reseets ol wikh were noow 1o
be penali=ed. conls dnrernee wlth the eleetive e
cution ot the war.

What the Government e demond -0 5 orasa'y

iHl’L’iﬁIlliLl:‘ vowet Lo contral at their abeoiinte dli=ere
tion, the wovting - o tid

Ponncl o onpone st s e

](llld, sor Lind ot l-[\\}.' Shah e eiclie o1 e \]n't-wh Lo
ahrovatedl on the eve 0 0 Generad Flecion,
But that the nrees chad Be fabiden o plve 1l e
'uf‘lu-:'w e elocto
The feich Foddependor cav. W believe thin

the Party will et b ciow o tabe advantage of the
]!Hl?.z“l];"-ul. =i Fen oava the u)ll‘.]).‘n]'.‘lli\'v frecdom
which i . cisured G Mes ot and s sup
}J()l‘ter‘.«. The unf)‘ LCLT.]:I‘]‘;H.\_[ mmterfered with o Lady
Davy was Mo [hllon's ]mhlj(' meetine at Onaeh, and
the police were woveid Lo oact i that hstance Breea e
if they suppressed the Sinn Fein meetig and pernit-
ted Mr. Dillon's 1o he hebi. the diserimination would
he =0 patent that 11 waould 1ell aoainst the Jeader of the
Trish Partv.  But the cliove onnagement of the per-
formance at Owach was raiher too crude, Thouph
Mr. Dilon’s pebhe pecting was not held, he was _;1]—
lowed By spooiad pocmessdon of fhe autharities o receive
addresses in the Fore-tors” Tt and he took advantagze
of the occasion Lo deliver there the speech which was
meant for the publie mecting, and which oveupied
several coluiuns of hiz orman oo the following day.
Mr. Devlin's meeline at Moenachan weas feld wnder
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pt’rmz, and the three-column report of his oration
could not have been affected by the new Order. Mr.
Nugent's Crossmaglen meeting, also held under police
permit, could not have been affected by the Order.
If the truth were known, we believe that other party
meetings in Ulster on Lady Day were held under like
conditions, and so would not have been prejudiced by
the Order. Yet we find that the speeches delivered
in these cireumstauces were mainly devoted to vilifying
HSinn Fein, and, will it be helieved, denouncing the
Govermment for introducing the permit rule which was
alleged to Tavor Sinn Fein and helping to kill the
Ceonstitutional movement.”

The wierford News writes: —The Government
was recommended by an English newspaper this week
to give My, Dillon's party a clear field. This undoubt-
«dly has been done already. The party is allowed to
hold meetings without any effective military or police
intevference, in spite of the Order proclaiming all
public meetings i Ireland ; whilst, on the other hand,
Sin Feur omeetings ave bloedily menaced, and often
vannot be held, and the speeches of Father O’Flanna-
van | acting president Sinn Fein] and other revered
and honorable centlenien are entirely suppressed.

“Inothis wav the Party s getting so much rope
that b will ne doubt end by hanging itself. For in-
stance, by way of acknowledging the kind attentions of
the Government on his behalf, Mr. Dillon at Omagh
shinw-lessly announced that what he wanted was a con-
Provwasee of Pl A Taion with Geear Britain.’

Mozt of the Trish provineial papers write in a
shwtlar stravn. The frichuan charges Mr. Dillon with
running away frow the pre arranged issue in Omagh
by oapplyvine forow permit. The Armagh  Cuardion
stites thut inasmuch as the Sinm Fein leaders are all
i prizon, the Nutional Parvty have the field to them-
seives, e P lster flesald declares that the country
i fed up owith weaningless platitudes about the ¢ old
o ald platforie” and “old cause,” and awaits but
the vrpertunity of consieming the lot to the limbo of
foreotben timos, ot the General Flection,”?

L
FARFEWIELL T A SISTER OF ST, JOSEDPIL.
Seter Getano, who has been Superior of the
of =t Joxeph’s Convent, Arrowtown, for the
Pl ME veass Gett dor Svdoey on Monday last (says
the Jade Uninty Press of Novewber 14). To mark
thetr wpprocintiog of Sister Gaetano's services during
ler lengthy connection with the local Convent School
the meimbers of St Patrick’s Chureh assembled in the
schoviveont on Sunday morning last to wish her good-
bye and to maie her o presentation. In presenting
Nister Gaetano with o well-filled purse Father Cor-
carih expressed the rearet of the congregation and of
the parents of the c¢hildren attending the school at
Sister Gaetano's departure, and wished her a pleasant
trip to Awvstralin and every happiness in the future.
O behalf of the pupils attending the school Miss Grace
Cotter read an address and presented Sister Gaetano
with a sum of money with which to buy some momento.
Siater Gaetano feelingly returned thanks for both pre-
~etitialions,

1t happens many times that we seem much de-
celved in others because we first deceived ourselves.

BLYTHES L'TD. are now showing a glorious and captivating

display of Liovely Spring Frocks, Blouses, Neckwear,
Dress Goods, etc,

Distinective, exclusive, and moderately priced.  Fvery department combines in presenting an assemb]aga of
New Season's Goods worthy of the best traditions of Blythes Ltd., the Leading Fashion Drapers of the
Provinee of Hawkes Bay. A personal visit will repay you. Best attention is always given to postal inquiries
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