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Current‘ Topics

The Kaiser

Two facts are worth remembering among so many
surnises and ramors,  First, there is danger of Bol-
shevism spreading in Germany. Tt has been announced
in the United States that it is spreading.  Second, we
wiil recall that Lord Miluer, the German member of
the British Cabinet, warned the people that it would be
unwise to do awav with the old German Government
at present, precisely in view of the fact that the Bol-
sheviki are « menace to Oligarchy in all countries. Pre-
mizing <o much, we may be able 16 see through the
-eloudland of cables issued to us by a paternal Harms-
worth press just now. 1t is a little more than possible
that certamnr people who arve inferested in maintaining
Oligarchy still, and in keeping small nations under an
iron rule, mizht find it advisable to have the old
‘Kaiser back agam with his hands fettered. Possibly
a figurelead Kaiser would please them better than a
Bolshevik Goverument that woeld not understand why
“peaple like Carson should get special treatiment when
b comes to dealine with traitors. OF course the Flarms-
worth papers have been saving unkind things about
the Kaiser aud a voffc fuve would be hailled with ridi-
cule.  But vefte Jeer dsono new thing for that press,
We have not torgetten the time when Carson and his
friends spoke prowdly of the promised aid of a Cpowers
ful Continental Menareh™ who would help the Orange-
men to kiek the King's Crown into the Boyie., We
have not forcotten how the Lomndon lﬂilp(’l‘-‘:‘ in 1913
even, spoxe of Wilhelnr as the preatest Novervign in
Furepe and the only ane fit 1o compare with Vietoria,
as far as o blawmelesz life goes We do not believe that
tle German peopie. and particularly the Cutholie people
of Bavaria, who arve =apported by 1the Austrians in
their movement avinn-t Prus<iani=m, will ever have the
Rawer back But, putting two and two together now,
it oseews that certein old friemds of the wandering
William woudd uet be averse 1o kivsing his iiperial
tae cnee niore

Ireland

Lett v fron [relaond teld e 11t lllil\uh Are very
bad tudesd there oot ws the Governnent i conceried,
Therve 15 vo sueh thing as liberty of speech and netion,
except In Orangedoi. 6 o a3 not caectul about
how he winks T may e ftimselt in ool To speak
l"1:um‘h within hearine of an 1wnorant policeman who
1:11_:}{[ make a0 wental uote” and swear that he lLeard
Il spoken ason terrible danwer. It ix not safe even
to drive a cow 1o a fair. [ a4 erowd cathers to look
at a dog-fight they ave cevlain of free quarters, at the
expenze of the Government, tor an indefinite periad.
_\\0‘1_1.‘1\-0 heard from returned men that among the
Engtish people Dntense indignation prevailed as n re-
sult. of the arvest of the Sinn Feiners, on a trumyped
Hpr charse 1hat wehody believed. It i considered cer-
tain that, althougl a trinl was denied these men, they
:‘f:l! be kept in gas! until after the General Elestion.
To any mmn who has followed Lloyd George’s career
t}_mt conchision is eminently safe. At the present
time the testimony of de Valera would he disconcerting
and uncomfortable for Mpr George.  And that scems
reason enough to have the man kept in gaol! Lleyd
George 1s what is called a cood business man.,  Witness
the Marconi cuse. Lately we saw a sentence in Frery-
uakt, A paper read by Euglishmen who have brainlh‘,
awd edited by D Sarolea, of Edinburgh University,
The‘ sentence was merely a reminder that we are now
professed bellevers in the truth that a people has the
right to chogse its own form of Government. It was
followed by a hin{ to the effect that most people seemed
blind to the stupidity of those who, in the light of that
truth, declared that the efforts of the Trish people to
gavern themselves amount to treason. Even from the
pomt of view of a Jingo paper like the London Tablet
that argument is a hard nut to crack. From the Irish
point of view it is superfluous, Irveland’s view was

ably stated by Dr. Coffey of Maynooth, when he =aid
that England’s title to rule Ireland was founded on
the guilty contract known as the Union, and that as
the people had in every generation rejected the Union,
England lad net a shadow of legal right to rule Ire-
land, any more than Germany had to rule Belgium.
That in a nutshell is Ireland’s case. Ireland still waits.
England still oppresses a small nation and denies to
a people the right of self-determination,

The Epidemic

War and pestilence nsually go hand in hand. Tt
was one of the marvels of the recent war that there
was so little disease of an epidemic kind among the
soldiers ; und for that great credit is due to the medical
corps attached to the different armies. Now the war is
over and the epidemic has come. Meagre details arrive
to tell us of its ravages in other countries, A paper
stated that in South Africa the number of deaths was
H0,000.  We know only too well how much New Zea-
land has already suffered, and if blame is due to any-
one we have no doubt that it will in due time be appor-
tioned by those whose province it Is to investigate the
watter. Tt i remarkable that amoeng the prophecies
of the French girl, who came like another Joan of Arc
to recall men’s minds te God i miraculons ways, it
waz foretold that a tervible epidemic would follow the
war.  And it hax come with a vengeance. People ave
prone to blame the authovities.  But they can but do
their best, and te err 1s human.  Let it be remembered
that owing to the absence of u large number of doetors
and nurses the enemy fonnd us wealk and unprepared ;
and under the civeumstances ati that could be done was
done,  No praise of ours is edeguate for the splendid
work of the nuns in variens centres.  In Auckland,
where the scourge wa: heaviest, the heroic efforts of
the religions communities helped In great measure to
defeat the disease. From Wellmuton and Christchurch
we are conztantly hearing elowine appreciations of the
work of the ®isters.  In Dunedin our nuns have ve-
sponded lo the call of charity with thal eagerness and
seli-sacrifice which comes so naturally to these devoted
servants of God and of s people. No less credit is
due 1o the Catholic priestz who have been tiveless in
their attention ta the =ik, and who, in very many
cises, bave been martyrs to thenr devotion to duty.
A time like this tests reaxl charity.  And the people
are not slow te see who manifests 1t. We will not
dwell on this peint further than to xay that lrom many
quarters alveady we have heard it said by admirers of
the selfless devotion of our workers: ' Are these, then,
the people who have been xubjected to such vile attacks
for the pasd year=?"  God has in this striking way
vindicated 1lis servants and singled them out for a
work of danger that brings the hest testimony to their
sterling wortll, 1t ix not {he men and women who were
most distineuished for blatant patriotism, eon publie
platforms and at street cornevs, that are fmu?d rea‘dietst;
now to prove the depth of their love for their afflicted
Lrethiren. We are tempted to ask, what part has the
P P.A. played in the work of welf =acrifice?  Where
are those who were w6 ready to tour the conutry calum-
niating the devoted Catholic nuns who now stand in
the breach aud face the danger cheerfully?  Where
now are the Catholic shirkers of whom we heard so
much from that tribe that sent so few volunteers to
the war and does so lttle in this war azainst an enemy
to face which requires the truest sort of hercism?
However, our workers want no reward on earth, The
ladies who have sone out of their convents, and who
may be found serubbing floors and cleaning up infected
Homes, nursing sufferers, and cooking for the sick, do
what they are doing so well because they have learnt
that the love of God and the love of the neighbor is
the one motive that really matters. Where the moth
cannot eat nor the rust consume their reward is safe,
r“By this sign shall it be known that ye are My disciplles,
that ye have love, one for another.” And by that sign,
ton, 1t shall be now made manifest who are the ;’eal
followers of Christ. May God, who in ITis mysterious
ways justifies His servants before men, avert the danger
and comfort the afflicted.
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