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Whilst the journals of the civilised world display
& keen interest in the political and social condition of
Russia little attention is paid in the press to the present
state of religion in that great country. Yet one of the
Fesulty of the revolution has been to produce something
in the nature of evolution in the Orthodox Churecli
A telegram from Moscow states that the Russian
Church Council has decided to establish “a special
department for the reunion of all Christian Churches.”

This is a very ambitious programme indeed, and if the

Project were to be interpreted as an attempt to bring
about dactrinal unity between the numerous Christian
denominations I fear that it could not he considered
very practical. But if it meany anything, it surely
implies an invitation to the Holy Father to enter into
negotiations with regard to the possibility of reunion
between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Chureh,
which are not doctrinally very distant from cne an-
other. Tf any such appeal has been made to his Ioli-
ness he will not, it may be assumed, turn s deaf ear
to it. s predecessors, Leo XIT1. and Pius X., were
exceedingly eager to cultivate friendly relations with
the Christians of the East iu order that the way might
ba prepared for the removal of doctrinal wisunder-
standings and difhenlties, and it would assuredly be a
triumph for Christianity if, as the outcome of the war.
the people of Russin were brought within the fold of
the Catholic Church. ’
Compentation for lorces,

The addition of the Opthodox millions ta the
Catholic population would do much to compensate for
the losses the Church has suffered through the death-
of faithful members during the teryible eonllios, [
would, no doubt, be an errur to cherich satgwine hopes
In the days of the Czar the authorities of the Orthodoy
Church wer2 Intolerant and strougly opposed to e
claims of the,Roman See, and many of them «t1!? retain
their prejudices. But, in any case. the autlock {or the
Catholic Church in Russia is now mueh more Crconra
ing than it was under the Czar's recims,  Accordine
to a Polish journal which has been dwolline on le
state and prospects of the Catholic Church i Ru
M, Kevenski gave her complele fremdenn A coninis
slon set up in Petrozrad undertook to examine e
question of veorgauising velizious lifs in Rus<in from
the legal point of view.  The Governuent endorsed e
conclusions at which it arrived wnd safesnarded e
liberty of the Cathelic Chureh in all parts of the
country, Amongst other thines, it permitied the miro-
duction of the religious Orders and the edication of Ui
clergy without interference on the part of siate repe-
sentatives. The requests put forward by the bishny-
respecting legal rights were accepted. The re-establish-
ment of former Catholic dioceses, the ereation of niw
Sees, and the nomination of assistani Ishiop: wers
agreed to, the bishops being teft ta settle {hews muttors
with the Holy $es in Rome. Mapy difientrivs had to
be overcome. The werk hefore ths clepor wae Jepve
and the number of priects was not sufficient to peet o1
the rcquirmnomﬁ, But thers wore oleay oo of PO Ees

sl

which were inspiriting.  The diorese of Mink was e
erected, and the step was desmed af hieh importanen
ecclesiastically.  Measures were faken for the pestora-
tion of the See of Kamieniee, hut they were interrupted
by the arrival of Austrian and Geoman traops in the
Ukraine and Podolia. The question of ectublishine a
Catholic bishopric in Siberin was alio under considera-
tion,

Meanwhile the Cathalic cloroy availed themselves
of oppertunities for winuinz converts. The conversions
were numerots, not only anengst the Poles, whe had
Joined the Orthodox Chureh wander pressurs, bul also
amorgst the Russians, This was the case especially
amongst people wlho he'onzed to the aristoeratic and
official elasses. In those daya the (Catholic Church
gained a good deal of ground i Russix, and the power
of attraction it exercised on the people was remark-

able. For instauce, the Corpus Christi procession in
Petrograd was a splendid sight, and the vast gathering
made a deap impression on all who beheld it. Catholic
life became very vivid in the Pslish colonies which are
to be found in different. parts of Russia, and pasticn-
larly so in Petrograd. Here was founded an associa-
tion for promaling Christian Demoeraey.  Avoiding
politics pure and simple, it devoted itself to the solution
of social problems in accordunce with Catholic prin-
ciples. Tt attained a large measure of suecess, and
formed branches in all the chief towns of Russia., In
certain respects the conditions under which the (lath-
olic Chureh carried on her work were changed when
the Bolsheviks took over the Government on the fall
of M. Kerenski in October, 1917. But it must be
said that in their relations with the Catholic Church
the Bolsheviks have not only been tolerant, but oun
oceasion have shown a  preference for the Catholie
clevgy.  They look upon them as cleries who are self-
sacrificing and who were formerly persecuted. whereas
they are decidedly hostile to the Orthodox priests, re-
garding them as reactionaries. =il it must be stated
that in the commotions which bave cceurred at different
plices in Russia six Catholic priests have died as mar
tvrs. At the same time, thourh the Catholic Chorels
e Russta = finanacially weak, it can be wad with eer
tmnty  that the Cathelic priests enjoy muel more
Hherty than wa- granted te thens when the country was
under the rule of the Czar. The obstructions whiels
then prevented # (fatholie advance have been removed,
arnd wivatever the future of the country may be one may
predivt witheut hesitatiom that the Catholie bishops,
clevee, and faithiul will be free to develop their religi-
oz ol owocial werks— [, Allan Newton, in an FEx-
Cli e,

JOYCE KILMER.
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Drad " with that colden splendor all abont you
OF Livh and pure and selfless suerifice,

Pread D aned for us, the Tevioned friends whe loved vOu,
Doy Somrow s vl enshroudimg heart and  eves,

o - the Taee the thoucht thal nu toanorrow
Sha!l hrine uz back thie poet Prieud we new——
The soui o all nobdlity respansive,

i Vit ocatant, valorous, aud teue

: Prood that tenth’s Brcht lalehion wielded
St Machier we s nudannted . and serete,
Thee song that bronght new slories to the worship
O Christ o Lord and Mary Vivein-Queen,

The friend so deal o Friendship’s fairest aneaning,
The poct chanting down {rinmphant wayvs,

Yet turning st to cheer his owearied brother

With words of strencth-enkindling cheer and praise.

The suldher who at freedom’™s hely caliing:

P wamendid a’l daid freely on her <hrine,
And o o Franee with Eive's lines advaneing,
Potired ent hie Iifes breight saevificial wine,

The kmdlv human man whose very presence
las Blessed and bettered wheveso'er he trod,
The saint whose face alveady shines upon us
A star to leht s to the courts of God,
Eleaner Rogers Cox in Amerien.

Ouer 5000 pereens atlended the annual pilorim-
age on o recent Sunday to Alt-no-t-Sagairt, the holy
mount near Hilltown, Co. Down, to commemorate the
mas=acre there of a priest and many of his congrepgation
in the Penal Days. Many priests attended., An elo-
quent sermon was preached by Rev. W, . McLaugh-
lin, of Crowdon. The sacred ceremonies in the open
at the foot of the mount were most impressive. Very
RRev. Canon Kearns, P.P., D.D., officiated, )
dustrial development in Ireland, if only its national
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