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JUSTICE IN IRELAND!

On Thursday of last week, in the House of Com-
mons, abt question time, an excellent example was given
of that etrict impartiality, unbiassed fairness, and even
justice with which Mr. Lloyd George’s Government
treat the population of Treland, Catholics and Protes-
tants alike (says ‘‘S."”” iIn the London Catholic Times of
August 3). It would be a pity if any readers of the
{'utholic Times, which for so long has been such a good
friend to the Irish people, yet struggling rightly to
be free, missed the opportunity of learning what was
asked and answered. The following is the report:—

Mr. Shortt, asked by Ar. P, Meehan (Queen's
County, Leix_ Nat.} whether the Government had taken
any steps to colp:l the surrender of the arms and
ammunition held by the Ulster Volunteers, said: “The
regulation in regard-to possessing arms applies to the
Ulster Volunteers in the same way as to anyone else.
1t will be enforced in Ulster in the same way an in the
rest of Ireland, unless the arms are brought in and
surrendered.”  Mr. Dillon (Mayo. E., Nat.} asked
whether, az a matter of facl, any houses had heen
searched in Ulster or anv arms taken up, and whether
the right houn. gentleman had any infermatien that
those arm= were specially manufactured by Krapps for
the Uster leaders and sold at hali cost price. Mr,
Shortt . I have no information as to price ar place of
manufacture. | think some heuses in Ulster have been
eearched.”  Mr. Deviin (Belfast, W., Nat): liave
the Ulster Volumteers bren asked to give up their
rifles 7' Myr. Shortt: “Yex ' (Natwnalist cries of
“Na.y. My Devlin: I they have been asked, whai
answer haz the richt hon, menileman received 7" Mr.
Dillon: “'Has a sing’e rifte been given up?” No answer
was given. Mr Reddy (King's County, Biry, Nat.}:
‘““Why not presecnte them ! ({'heers). Colonel =i
J. Craig (Down, E.. U.y: 1a the vight hon, gentleman
aware that the War Office was very glad teo borrow
some of those rifles? (Nationalizt langhtsr and cheers,
and cries of “Made by Krupps™).  Also, whether it 1
not. better to provide against a ximilar contingency
arising in the future?’ Mr. Shortt: "No. I do not
think that.” Alr. Devlin: Tn view of the declaration
now made that these rifles ave instrwments of great mili-
tary uiilitv and have been lent or offered to the Govern-
ment for the purpose of the War Office will the right
hon. gentleman now ask for all of them?” (Nation-
alist cheers) Al Shortt: T do not know that thew
have bheen lent to the Government. T have already
said that we intend to get them.” Alr. Swift Mae-
Neill (Donegal., 8. Nat.}: ““Will the right hon. gentle-
man ask the Atlorney-General for England where those
rifies are? Sir Edward Carsen will tell you.”” (Na-
tionalist cheers). BSeveral Nationalist members rose, but
the Speaker, interposing, said a preat many supplemen-
tary questions had already been answered. Mr. Meehan
gave notice that he would raise the malter on the
adjournment of the House.

Now, Sir, we Englishmen are conslantly being
told, especially just at present, that Nationalist Tre.
land is not doing her duty to us in this war. As an
Englishman myself, most anxious that we should win
a conclusive and speedy triumph over the Prussian
Hohenzollerns—some of whonm I hope tolive long enough
to see hanged in punishment of their crimes against

God ‘and man—and equally anxious that England
should grant self-goverument to Ireland, I feel that
my own country is very largely to blame for the absten-
tion of Ireland, so far as it exists, from participation in
this world-conflict. We have treatéd the Catholic Trish
as if they were dogs. llere we have our Government
seizing arms from the Nationalists, yet allowing them
to be retained by the Carsonites! A Catholic may not
possess a shot-gun to kill crows.

If our Government is not afraid of demanding their
arms from the Carsonite Orangemen and thus applying
the law to all Ireland, why does it not do so? If it is
afraid, then Carsouism is the greatest peril existing
at this day in the British Empire; it is a standing
example of contempt for law, But there is in all
probability another reason for our Government's failure
to enforce its own regulation in regard to the possession
of firearins against the Carsonite Protestants; and that
if its intention to continue the system according to
whicli Protestants are to be maintained in their ascend-
ancy in Ireland and Catholics there are to be repressed.
I do not suggest, as some penple think probable, that
the men who are Mr. Lloyd George’s masters desire to
goad Catholic Treland bv insults and oppression into
rebellion. For 1 ean hardly conceive that any member
of the ruling class, Likeral or Tory, wonld welcoms the
onuthreak of a rebellion in Ireland ; there is too much
dread among thew of a rebellion in England hefore the
problems of social 1>eonstruction are solved ; and shoot-
mg down Irith Catholics would have most unpleasant
echees reverberating to and from the United States of
America. Far safer, T think, is it to conclude that our
ruling elass, which is Liberal and Tory, aims at keeping
the Trish Catholics 1n a condition of political servitude,
in order that it wav u<e the Irish question, when it ia
m a diffieuity, to call off the attention of the British
totler from his bitter grievances.

There is only one political party in this country
which is solid and safe for justice to Ireland—the
Labor Party. That party will stand in some four bun-
dred constituencies at the uext general election. And
unless the Liberals and Torles go to the polls as Coali-
tim vandidates the Labor Partv should win handsomely.
I hop=> it will, for Tories and Liberals have both be-
traved Ireland. When the general election comes thers
should not be much hesitation bv Irish and Catholic
electors in Great Britain to vote for the Labor Party
aud justice for Ireland—and for England too. For the
enemies of Nutlionalist Treland are and have been and
will o the enemies of demneratic England. Of all our
political parties Labor is the only one which means to
B just to the peop’e who work for their living and
wish to live and let live all the world over.

THE MOST OBSTINATE
Corn must quicklv yield to BAXTER'S RURY CORN
CURFE. Onces this remedy is applied there is no escape
for the corn—it must give in. Price. 1/-, post free,
from Baxter’s Pharmacy, Theatre Buildings, Timaru.
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SNIFF UP, QOARQLE on BWALLOW : Mr. Girling- ™

Butcher personally
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Ladies of Napier!

"BLYTHES LTD. are now shmﬁng a glorious and captivating

display of Liovely Spring Frocks, Blouses, Neokwear,
Dreas Goods, eto.

and correspondence,

Distinctive, exclusive, and moderately priced. Every department combines in presenting an assemblagé. of
New Season’s Goods worthy of the best traditions of Blythes Ltd., the Leading Fashion Drapers of the

Frovince of Hawhe's Bay, A peisonal visit will repay you. Dest attention i

"o BLYTHES _LTPg; Napier

s always given io posiul.inguiries
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